
Antique Motorcycle Club 
October 2003 

Background  
At the antique swap meet in Davenport this year, a few of us had an impromptu get-together to discuss forming an antique 
motorcycle club in the Springfield, Illinois area.  Sure, we had talked about doing this for some time, but this was the first time 
more than three people actually sat down and discussed the subject.  The first organizational meeting was held September 
17

th
 of this year at the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center at 625 East St. Joseph in Springfield.  Eighteen people showed 

up and decided that we really should form a club. 
 
The second organizational meeting was held at Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center on October 15

th
.  A few more came 

this time and we agreed on a date for our first ride – and on $10/year dues.  So far, 15 people have paid dues.  We also 
found that we probably already have enough people who are members of the Antique Motorcycle Club of America (AMCA) to 
be a chapter of that organization, if we choose to do so.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 7 PM on November 19

th
 at Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center (yes, there does seem 

to be a trend emerging: we meet on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of the month at 7 PM at the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center).  
At this meeting, we need to select a name for the club and elect officers.  Within the next couple of meetings, we need to 
decide whether we want to be a chapter of AMCA.  There are a few other details, like designing an insignia or patch. 
 
First Fall Run  
At noon on Sunday, October 26, 2003 (remember daylight savings time ends on Sunday), members of this nameless antique 
motorcycle club will meet at the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center on 625 East St. Joseph in Springfield, Illinois.  The 
actual route has not quite been decided.  We have a couple of possibilities: 1). The Lincoln Trail Homestead (east of Decatur) 
or 2). the New Berlin/Ashland/Site M area.  The road captain will be Mike Irwin.  Since it’s our first outing, we’ll keep it simple. 
Please arrive at the hotel no later than 11:30 a.m. for the route discussion.  If the weather is questionable, call the Route 66 
Hotel and Conference at 529-6626 or George Embrey at 971-2657 to learn whether the ride is still being held.   
 
There is some discussion as to whether non-vintage motorcycles should be included in club rides.  Because we have not 
made a final decision on this issue, all bikes are welcome, but you are STRONGLY encouraged to ride a vintage motorcycle 
on this run.  There will be a chase vehicle with a trailer, so no one will be stranded if a mechanical failure occurs.  Really, 
there is no better way to show off your well-ripened motorcycle that to have it run down the road with several of your fellow 
enthusiasts.  We hope you all can make it. 
 
Name  
Fewer things are more critical to a club’s identity than its name.  Here are some of the suggestions so far:  

 Route 66 (Vintage) (Time) Riders 

 Central Illinois Riders  

 Sangamon Valley Riders 

 Time Riders 
 
It looks like the name will pretty much have “Riders” at the end.  There also seems to be a lot of support for having “Route 66” 
in the name.  I’m guessing the final name will be “Route 66 XXX Riders” with the XXX being either (1) “Vintage,” (2) “Time,” 
or (3) no word at all.  Please put on your thinking caps and help us find a name that suits our membership and our purpose. 
 
Officers  
The door is wide open for nominations.  Let us know if you have a nomination.  Right now, here are some possible nominees:  

 President  George Tinkham, Mike Bitschenauer, Dave Young 

 Vice President  Mike Irwin, Pat Buckley, Jack Smith  

 Treasurer  Bob Tapscott 

 Secretary  George Embrey 
 
Angie Embrey has volunteered to be the newsletter editor.   
 
Insignia  
Eventually, we will want a patch or T-shirt identifying our club (whatever the name might be).  I suggest simply the front wheel 
and fork of a distinctive antique.  The leaf spring Indian comes to mind.  The front wheel might be a clock face.  If we have 
the left view, then the clock would run backwards as the motorcycle goes forward.  That symbolizes our turning back time as 
we keep our bikes in good running order and on the road. 
 
We need to decide what symbol we want to use, and we need to find an artist that can create this in a T-shirt or a patch.  I 
am contacting artists on another project, so I can ask about our symbol when we decide what we want.  Your feedback on 
this matter is need and appreciated.  
 



Let’s do it!  
Try to participate in the run this Sunday.  Please come to the November meeting.  We are deciding a lot of things that 
evening and we need your input.  Finally, please pay your dues so we can afford to send these newsletters. 

         
George Tinkham 

 
P.S.  If you have an email address and have not given it to us yet, please do so.  It is much more efficient than “snail mail.” 
 
 
Angie Embrey 
409 S. Illinois 
Springfield, IL  62704 
 



Antique Motorcycle Club 
December 2003 

 

President’s report: 

1st of all, we did accomplish something at November’s meeting.  We elected our first officers and we decided to 
have a festive meeting this month.  We also cast votes on a name for the club.  While the votes were being 
counted, however, the club decided to put off selecting the name one more month.  A new name, Illini Antique 
Motorcycle Club, joined last month’s list.  Here, then is the list of proposed names:  

 Route 66 (Vintage) (Time) Riders 

 Central Illinois Riders  

 Sangamon Valley Riders 

 Time Riders 

 Illini Antique Motorcycle Club 
Who knows?  We may put off choosing a name for another month.  Just in case the membership decides to act, 
please be ready to help move this important part of our formation to completion. 
 
Also, please bring your appetites.  The steak dinner at our next meeting on Wednesday, December 17th sounds 
great.  We are meeting at our usual place: Route 66 Hotel on South 6 th Street in Springfield.  The dinner starts at 
6 o’clock; so, you may want to get there a little early to socialize a bit before eating.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

New officers: 

Our new officers are:  
 President:   George Tinkham (753-2737) <abate2@juno.com> 
 Vice Pres.: Mike Irwin (626-1379) <irwin@springnet1.com> 
 Secretary:  George Embry (971-3457) <ae777@famvid.com> 
 Treasurer:  Bob Tapscott (632-3554) <rtapscott@springnet1.com> 
 Sgt. at Arms: Uncle Jack Smith (483-5970) <jsmith5970@warpnet.net> 
 
Our newsletter editor is Angie Embrey (971-3457) <ae777@famvid.com>.  
The chairman of the activities committee is Lew Fehring (483-2932) <a_fehring@hotmail.com>. 
 
 

By Laws: 

Hopefully, there will be a draft set of by laws to be circulated at this week’s meeting.  So far, we have just 
discussed the “Purpose” clause.  This is one of the most important elements of by laws because it helps establish 
what sort of organization the club will be.  Our members have a mutual interest in antique and vintage 
motorcycles, but they may have somewhat different expectations of what this club should be.  The “Purpose” 
clause, then, solidifies our agreement of the character and goals of our club.  Here are two drafts that we have 
considered so far: 

1. The Purposes of this club are to promote the motorcycling interests of its members (especially as related 
to antique and vintage motorcycles) in an atmosphere of fellowship and civility.  “Promoting the 
motorcycling interests of its members” includes helping establish contacts and communication with others 
whose experience, knowledge, and access to parts and materials might assist those members in the 
acquisition, restoration, maintenance, and use of antique and vintage motorcycles.   

2. Promote the motorcycling interests of its members (especially as related to antique and vintage 
motorcycles) in an atmosphere of fellowship, support, and civility.   

 
The intent of each version is the same, but the latter attempts to convey the idea with fewer words.  Some believe 
a few extra words to clarify a purpose is worth the trouble.  Your thoughts on the drafts would be appreciated. 
 
 

Other matters: 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/BAE9BDFD/26?To=a_fehring@hotmail.com&count=1071152837


We can always come up with more details that will eventually have to be worked out, but this is the holiday 
season.  Let’s just kick back and enjoy ourselves.  We can take on those other issues next year, OK?  Let’s try to 
keep the meeting short this Wednesday, and the good times long. 
           Merry Christmas, 
           George Tinkham, pres. 
 
 
 
 
 


