
1 | P a g e  
 

VIR Newsletter 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Vintage Iron Riders 
A Vintage Motorcycle Club whose members are primarily located in Central Illinois 
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Chapters of our Lives  
  
One of my top ten biker songs is “Old Leathers” by Bobby Mountain.  In his song, the 
artist tells how the scrapes and cuts of his faded, tattered riding leathers tell about his 
life.  If you hold on to your motorcycle long enough – and let it wear the blemishes that 
time and circumstance have given it, that bike is bound to tell the world a bit of your 
story.  When you hold onto every motorcycle you ever owned, your story comes even 
closer to being complete.  Each motorcycle is essentially its own chapter of your 
life.  Here is what one of my bikes say about me: 
  
When I first saw the ’56 Harley KHK, it was in a dimly lit garage.  I thought I was buying 
a Sportster!  The generator didn’t generate; the tires were worn out; and it was a 
stinking flathead!  I was a teenager still living at home, and my folks forbade my having 
a motorcycle.  I kept it at a friend’s barn where he, his brother, and I managed to get it 
going.  
  
Because I farmed during daylight, I could only ride it at night.  Because the generator 
didn’t work, it had to be ridden with no lights.  Because I did not wear glasses and had 
no goggles, the only eye protection I had was sunglasses.  Yes, you got that right: I 
rode the KHK at night on bald tires, with no lights, whilst wearing 
sunglasses!  Obviously, a big part of reaching a ripe old age is surviving one’s youth. 
  
I came to appreciate that old flathead as I put miles on it.  Those were some of my 
wilder days, and a final ride, ending with a nasty crash, darn near put me and the bike 
out of commission.  I sold the pieces to a roommate who managed to put it together 
into a snarling beast that scared him so much that he sold it.  We lost track of the bike 
after that.  
  
Wait, you say: George claims to have every bike he ever owned – and he still rides a 
’56 KHK.  Well, I liked the feel and handling of the old K model so much that I (with the 
help of my brother Ron) bought my present bike to replace the KHK that I missed so 
much.  My appreciation of motorcycling has become less reckless and focuses more 
on touring and camping.  Accordingly, the “new” KHK is a bagger with luggage rack 
instead of the stripped down beast I rode in the ‘60s.  Clearly, we all change as we go 
through life.  It is only fair that our bikes change with us. 
  
I am sure our members have their own stories of how their lives and their motorcycles 
are intertwined.  Please share those stories with us by sending them to Mark Morrison 
at the e-mail for him shown at the front page of Vintage Iron.  These stories show how 
motorcycling is really about the person and the machine, or – as our club motto puts it: 
vir et machina. 

 

Meetings held every 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 
7:00pm at Top Cats Chill and 
Grill located at:  3211 
Sangamon Ave., Springfield, 
Il.  217-528-4201 

Next Member Meeting 
February 19th 

Vintage Iron 
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Board Meeting Minutes 

January 1, 2020 
Meeting was called to order at 6:24 p.m. at Bernie and Betty’s Pizza.  Quorum was 
established. 
 
Attendees Present: 
President - George Tinkham  
Vice Pres - Brandon Powell 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Events - Melissa Rowley 
 
Absent: 
None 
 
Old Business: 
 
Reports: 

 Treasurer 
o Current Balances 

 Jeff White Memorial Fund  $1,838.00 
 General Fund $2,449.87 
 Total $4,287.97 

o The annual audit of the books will be conducted at the 2/5/20 Board 
Meeting.  Members are encouraged to attend. 

 Vice President  
o Our current stated annual club meeting is the one in December.  Since 

this is our Christmas party should we look to move to another month? 

 Events  
o 1/17/20 – 1/18/20 – A.B.A.T.E of Illinois State Seminar, Northfield Inn, 

Springfield, IL 
o 2/5/20 – Board Meeting 
o 2/19/20 – Member Meeting 
o 9/5/20 – 9/6/20 - VIR Park and Display at the Springfield Mile, 

Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 
o 9/13/20 - Tail O'The Possum Ernie Langheim Memorial Hospice 

Benefit Ride.  Chatham, IL 
o 11/29/20 – Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Springfield, Il 
o 2/9/20 – A.B.A.T.E of Illinois Swap Meeting,  Orr Building, State 

Fairgrounds, Springfield, Il 
o 5/15/20 – Niehuas Cycle Sales Open House, Litchfield, IL 
o Looking to hold our annual picnic in June date and location TBD. 

 Products 
o We have a few 2020 calendars left for sale.  Contact Brendon to 

purchase.  Also Brandon is holding several calendars ordered by 
members but not yet picked up. 

o There have been several inquiries about purchasing club hats by 
members.  Brandon will try and get a consensus for style and color to 
order. 

o details. 

 
 

 

 

Monthly Board Meeting 
Reminder February 5th 

Monthly Board meetings held 
every first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:00pm at 
Bernie & Betty’s Pizza 
located at:  1101 South 
Spring Street, Springfield, 
Illinois  217-528-8121. All 
members welcome. 

https://www.abate-il.org/State_1012016/events1.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://www.abate-il.org/State_1012016/events1.htm
https://www.niehauscycle.com/
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Member Meeting Minutes 

December 4, 2019 
The December Board meeting was cancelled due to the date of the Christmas Party 
and light agenda items.  Board decided to handle any urgent business by phone and 
email.   Next minutes published in February newsletter. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Club Events  

 2/5/20 – Board Meeting 

 2/19/20 – Member Meeting 

 9/5/20 – 9/6/20 -, VIR Park and Display at the Springfield Mile, 
Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 

 9/13/20 - Tail O'The Possum Ernie Langheim Memorial Hospice Benefit 
Ride.  Chatham, IL 

 11/29/20 – Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Springfield, Il 
 
Other Upcoming Events of Interest 

 2/7/20 – 2/9/20 - Progressive International Motorcycle Show, Chicago 
Motorcycle Show, Donald E Stephens Convention Center 

 2/9/20 – A.B.A.T.E of Illinois Swap Meeting,  Orr Building, State 
Fairgrounds, Springfield, Il 

 5/15/20 – Niehuas Cycle Sales Open House, Litchfield, IL 

 7/10/20 – 7/12/20 – AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car Course, Lexington, OH 

 8/22/20 – Peoria TT – Peoria, IL 

 9/3/20 – 9/5/20 - 49th Davenport Fall International Meet, The 
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, Davenport, IA  

 9/4/20 - 9/6/20 – Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 

 10/9/20 – 10/11/20 – Barber Vintage Festival, Barber Motorsports Park, 
Leeds, AL  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

The purpose of the 
organization is to promote the 
motorcycling interests of its 
members in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and civility. 
 
It includes helping establish 
contacts and communication 
with others whose experience, 
knowledge, and access to 
parts and materials might 
assist those members in the 
acquisition, restoration, 
maintenance, and use of 
antique and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 
Above all, the purpose of this 

club is to have fun! 

 

 George discussed the club supporting a charity.   Mark suggested trying to 
work with one of the local schools to develop a motorcycle related mentor 
opportunity.  Some possibilities include: 

o An educational opportunity to teach high school students valuable 
life and interpersonal skills while working on motorcycles under 
the guidance of volunteer bike-building mentors.  Students could 
have opportunities to learn trade skills including design, welding, 
fabrication, mechanical repair and machining as they relate to the 
motorcycle industry.   Mark would like to present some ideas to 
the club.  If the club is supportive, a working group would be 
formed to work out details. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://motorcycleshows.com/
https://www.abate-il.org/State_1012016/events1.htm
https://www.niehauscycle.com/
http://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/
http://www.peoriamotorcycleclub.net/
http://www.chiefblackhawk.org/
https://www.springfieldmile.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/barber-vintage-festival/
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Tech Tip 

 
Ethanol in Fuel: What Classic Bikers Need To Know 
 
Like Guinness is for some, transport ethanol is a bio fuel. It’s an energy source usually 
obtained from the fermentation of sugar or corn.  And no, you can’t drink it from the pump 
in case you were wondering 
. 
Adding ethanol to unleaded might seem like the petrochemicals equivalent of adulterating 
wine with water, but bulking out fossil fuel with bio fuel is done principally for 
environmental reasons - it’s a sustainable ‘oxygenate’ additive which helps fuel to burn 
more completely, reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions as it does so.  Most fuel 
purchased here in Illinois contains 10% ethanol but can go as high as 15%.  
  
So what issues do you face with E10 fuel? Here are the known unknowns: 
 
1. Slightly Lower Performance.  Blended fuel contains less energy by volume. Fuel 
containing 10% ethanol has 3.3% less energy content than that of base fuel.  Not 
surprisingly this will particularly affect the power output and fuel economy of lower 
compression engines (aka ‘old’ engines). It will also harm the performance of your wallet 
as you still buy fuel by volume rather than by the energy it contains.  
 
To mitigate power loss, some engines may need to be adjusted by changing jet sizes and 
altering needle valves to maintain acceptable engine response and to avoid lean running 
which occurs with higher ethanol values.  People who live in colder areas may need to get 
up earlier in the morning too: ethanol is known to negatively affect cold starting as its 
higher latent heat means it may not vaporize as well as straight fuel does in a cold 
engine. So all in all, if you own an old bike, live above the Arctic Circle, have arthritis in 
your right knee and are perpetually disappointed by the modern definition of progress 
ethanol will not help. 
 
2. Fuel Volatility Issues.  Fuel blended with ethanol is more volatile, that is, it vaporizes 
more readily at a given temperature, than straight unblended fuel. This gives two further 
potential issues to deal with.  Seasonal riders may first want to consider draining their fuel 
systems when laying up their steeds as blended fuel reputedly ‘goes off’ (high-level 
technical term) much sooner than unblended fuel. Even 6 months of natural vaporization 
can see the potency drop (as it will also do with regular fuel, only more slowly) making the 
difference between starting and not starting in lower compression motors more likely than 
in the past. An antioxidant fuel treatment like Stabil is worth considering to protect the fuel 
between seasons if you experience problems. 
 
Volatility can also lead to another interesting possibility: an increased likelihood of vapor 
lock in hot conditions, as blended fuel behaves differently at higher temperatures than 
regular fuel. Vapor lock (where fuel vaporizes before it reaches the engine, causing a 
temporary blockage and fuel starvation symptoms) was noted during independent fuel 
tests* focusing on ethanol blended fuels.  Sweltering in traffic a lot. Solution? Fashion a 
heat shield or in a pinch, a wet rag around the filter will usually get fuel running again. 
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3. Materials Compatibility Problems.  One of the biggest issues surrounds materials 
compatibility and ethanol. It’s certainly true that like relationships, zinc, lead, magnesium, 
aluminum and certain plastics can be broken down by alcohol but as with all things 
motorcycle related, there’s more than a little exaggeration going into the mix. 
 
However, with the classic bike scene including a significant number of aging bikes whose 
fuel tanks have been internally sealed with various aftermarket products there is a 
possibility that E10 fuel will over time to dissolve that coating with obvious downstream 
effects for the fuel system. The very small number of classics running fiberglass fuel tanks 
may suffer the same fate. 
 
The more significant problem lies with rubber componentry. Gaskets, O-rings, molded 
inlet manifolds and even the tips of needle valves are all made of rubber. Depending on 
type, these can be badly affected by ethanol.  According to a 2011 US study completed 
by Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory**, the 
rubber of which most modern classic motorcycle fuel system parts is made (Nitrile 
Butadiene Rubber or NBR) was significantly affected by exposure to higher levels of 
ethanol. Lab test results were clear: 
 
“When exposed to the ethanol-blended test fluids, the NBRs swelled by more than 30%”. 
 
NBR’s flexibility also degraded and the rubber became brittle once dried, possibly as a 
result of the plasticizer’s being dissolved from the rubber by the ethanol.  Some swelling 
and embrittlement is natural over the lifespan of any rubber component but the profound 
effects of exposure to ethanol blends between 10-20% in this study are stark.  The one 
rubber not affected was Viton – the rubber from which the vital sealing tip of the needle 
valve in many Japanese bikes is typically made. Certain specialist companies are now 
making Viton carb seals. Most commercially available fuel hose is ethanol compliant now 
too. 
 
4. Water.  Ethanol is hygroscopic – that is, being very similar to it chemically, it has an 
ability to attract, combine with and ‘hold’ water. This capability actually makes it a very 
useful fuel additive if you live in a cold climate and need to keep water from condensing 
into pipe-blocking frozen droplets in your fuel system.  So, having ethanol in fuel when 
you regularly use a machine presents few problems. In our hobby though, a water-
dissolving element in the fuel system of irregularly used machinery can lead to harm. 
 
When bikes are routinely left static for very long periods with their fuel systems primed, 
ethanol in fuel will dissolve water already present in the system. Water can come from 
leaky fuel cap seals or from compromised underground fuel storage tanks, but more 
commonly it’s the result of local condensation in the bike’s fuel tank. Aside from the 
obvious corrosion issues a toxic mix of ethanol and water brings up in steel tanked bikes, 
the EPA’s own impact assessment report on ethanol blended fuels is educational. 
 
“The main problems relate to ethanol’s willingness to absorb water and the resulting 
phase separation of the blend. This behavior has resulted in fuel suppliers’ not distributing 
fuel containing ethanol through pipelines because of the risks that its behavior poses for 
other products distributed in the pipelines.” 
 
Phase separation, where the ethanol absorbs so much water that it separates from the 
base fuel as a kind of jelly creates all sorts of havoc with blockages from the tank and on 
into the float bowls and various orifices therein. This is the reason that ethanol is 
dehydrated during production.   
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Product of  the Month 
Dielectric Grease 
 
Dielectric grease is a non-conductive, silicone-based grease that's designed to seal 
out moisture and prevent corrosion on electrical connectors. It also disrupts the flow of 
electrical current, which makes it good for lubricating and sealing the rubber parts of 
electrical connectors. It's commonly used in motorcycle spark plug wires and electric 
systems components.  
 
Dielectric grease is a translucent, gray lubricant that does not dissolve in liquids like 
ethanol, methanol, mineral oil, and water. It can be dissolved with Methyl Ethyl Ketone 
(MEK) and mineral spirits though. Dielectric grease affects silicone rubber over time, 
so it isn't always a good choice to use it on silicone-based O-rings or wiring harnesses. 
It can withstand high temperatures, making it a good choice for engine compartments 
and similar locations. Many dielectric greases are rated to work in up to 392° F (200° 
C) temperatures, and some can operate at up to 500° F (260° C). Though there are 
other greases that can work at these temperatures, they may not prevent the flow of 
electrical current like dielectric grease does. 
  
Dielectric grease is widely used as a sealant for spark plugs in gasoline and diesel 
engines, as well as on the gaskets of multi-pin connectors in the electrical systems of 
motorcycles. When used with spark plugs, it's applied to the rubber part of the plug 
wire. This helps the boot slide onto the plug's ceramic insulator and keeps dirt or 
moisture from contaminating the seal and disrupting the electrical current. 
Besides being used to seal rubber covers on electrical connections, dielectric grease 
also prevents corrosion when applied directly to metal connectors.  
 

So, what can you do? 
Adopt a logical approach to keep your classic running just like it did in the good old days: 

 During any routine carb strip, inspect for any ethanol blended fuel subject to phase 
separation and clean the entire system out religiously if you find any evidence of 
it – including the tank. Don’t forget to check flow rates from the tank and the output 
from any pump if you experience fuel starvation issues. My experience shows once 
it starts, this stuff really gets everywhere. 
 

 When storing a bike for a long period, consider draining the fuel systems down 
completely. If you’re afraid an empty tank will in fact promote more condensation 
based on where you live and the atmospheric conditions in which you store the 
bike, think about how you are storing the bike. Buy a garage dehumidifier or 
instead of draining the tank, top it off with a fuel storage treatment and corrosion 
inhibitor like Stabil instead. This reduces the air space in the tank and therefore 
lowers the prospect of water condensing inside the fuel system in the first place 
(the pre-condition required for phase separation). This has a bonus effect of 
helping stop rubber seals from drying out too.  
 

 Check for any unusual swelling or brittleness in fuel hoses and balance pipes and 
check for cracking or distortion of rubber inlet manifolds. Be mindful of unexplained 
lean-running problems. Upgrade parts and adjust as necessary.  
 

 Once you know where to get it, buy and enjoy higher octane rated unadulterated 
fuel while you still can.  I know in this area Hy-Vee sells ethanol free fuel.  

 

https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-silicone.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-corrosion.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-spark-plug.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-mineral-oil.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-diesel-engine.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-diesel-engine.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-an-insulator.htm
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Classified Ads 
No submissions this month.  Send submissions to Mark Morrison at 
mmorr26407@aol.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contacts 
 
Vintage Iron Riders 
3985 N. 8th Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707  
https://www.virmc.com/  
 
Visit us on Facebook 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
President - George Tinkham  
Phone 217-753-2737   
Email coolbreeze@att.net    

 
Vice Pres - Brandon Powell 
Phone 217-652-1419 
Email Powellb76@aol.com  
 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Phone 217-416-5575    
Email mandiu828@aol.com  
 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Phone 309-662-5371     
Email mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

Events - Melissa Rowley 

Phone 217-816-9275 
Email melissarowley73@gmail.com  
 

 
 

“Get your kicks on RT66!”. 

Though it works well for this purpose, it can sometimes cause a connection to 
stop working if not all of the grease is pushed out of the way between the points 
of contact inside the connector. Additionally, it is often used to lubricate other 
engine-related parts, like rotors, distributor caps, spade connecters, and 
speedometer cables. It can be used in other situations where electrical 
connections may be exposed to moisture and dirt as well. 
 
There are many brands on the market and can be purchased from auto parts 
stores for between $5.00 & $10.00 a tube.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
https://www.virmc.com/
mailto:coolbreeze@att.net
mailto:Powellb76@aol.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:mandiu828@aol.com
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
mailto:melissarowley73@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020653317952869/

