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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

President’s Prattle 

Bonneville Salt Flats 

 With all the Vintage Iron Riders events this late summer/fall (Park ‘n Display at Springfield Mile, Bike Show & 
ride, Ride to Ron’s, and Reischauer wiener roast), one would think that this article would focus on activities.  
One might think that, but one would be wrong.  
  
Instead, I want to relate an adventure with an antique motorcycle that 2 V.I.R. members and another rider 
undertook this past month.  VIR member Gus Miller and I were joined by Dave and Maryan Barnett at the 
Bonneville Salt Flats for “Speed Week” in mid-August.  We campaigned Gus’s 1977 XLCR café racer on the salt 
along with fellow adventurers from around the world.  
  
The record speed for this class (PPP/G = production pushrod; 1,000 cc) is just short of 150 mph and is held by 
a Buell.  Gus’s old Iron Head is a heckuva hot rod, but it cannot hope to best that record.  What we did hope 
to do is push the bike for all it is worth and to have a great time competing on the salt.  
  
Even with the bike in top tune, the highest speed attained was ~109 mph by Dave.  I only got it to 104+ mph 
the previous day in 3rd gear.  The altitude of the salt flats is 4,219 feet above sea level and the temperatures 
were in the mid- to high 90s, both robbing the engine of power.  The salt surface itself made speed a 
challenge with poor traction and high rolling resistance.  Doing 100 mph on salt is a little like going that fast 
on a groomed, tight gravel road.  The one, great thing the salt flats offers, however, is real estate: miles and 
miles of uninterrupted, level roadway that allows a vehicle to reach its maximum speed by giving it enough 
room to stretch its legs.  
  
Not only is Speed Week a performance event, but it is an international event, with teams from Russia to New 
Zealand pushing the limits of man and machine in an effort to appease the gods of speed.  I got to practice 
my Swedish and French whilst checking out belly tank roadsters, souped up funny cars, and a twin engine 
Indian.  Oh yeah, cool machines and interesting people.   
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It would be great if Vintage Iron Riders would embrace an event like this.  We have the talent and machinery 
to make this work.  Gus has volunteered to let his bike be used again.  I have a ‘60 CH that needs an excuse to 
go fast.  Gus and I have some experience in what to do once we are at the salt flats.  OK, Gus has the 
experience.  I have just been exposed to it. 
  
If we do put together a crew, it will take planning to get ready (especially, getting lodging).  It will take 
coordination to make the experience work.  Finally, it will take effort to clean all the salt off the vehicles and 
equipment.  Yes, there is a lot to do, but it is well worth it.  
  
I cannot thank V.I.R. member Gus Miller enough for the opportunity to race against the clock at Bonneville.  
Hopefully, others in the club will want to check this experience off their bucket list.  It is an exciting challenge 
to both man and machine or, as we like to say:”vir et machina.”• 

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Events 

1. Ride to Ron’s October 15
th

.  There will be a signup sheet at the meeting.  Be ready to commit if you are 

going.  Also, bring your $15 for 2 meals and chase vehicle gasoline. 

2. Reischauer wiener roast has moved to October 22nd  
3. If you know of any events that we can do as a club, let us know. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes meeting 

Minutes from the August meeting - 7:20-7:55 

 Shirts are here and need picked up please bring money 

 Calendars are going good 

 Ride to Ron’s in September or October 

 George is at the Utah Salt Flats 

 Bike Show progress 

 George’s progress on his Indian  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Annual Bike show 

The Bike Show at Capital City Motorsports was a success.  We had 42 motorcycle entered.  Several members brought 
their bikes and walked away with trophies, as did many non-members.  We raised $1452.17 for St John’s Hospice.  We 
would like to thank Capital City Motorsports for the location, Smokin’ Bob and Charlie Kettle Corn for the awesome 
food and Hat Trick for the live music. Thank you to the city for the road block.  We had a motorcycle stunt team.  Most 
of all I would like to thank everyone that was part of the team that put this show on.  Without all the hard work that 
you did putting the rubber to the pavement, this show could not have been the success that it was.  I was proud to 
have worked the past year with a group of hard working and great people on the Bike Show Committee. 

                                                                                                Melissa  
  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



The Treasurer’s Report 

The JWMF (Jeff White Memorial Fund) has a balance of $2,258.00 and the General Fund has a balance of $1,915.75. 
The total balance is $4,173.75. The maximum balance allowed for JWMF is $2,500. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to (prospective) new Members  

Membership applications have been received this month from Ted Bettis, Rick Smitken, and Matt Isdell.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Monthly Meeting 

The monthly meeting will be at Rt. 66 Hotel and Conference Springfield, IL. 62703, on September 21, 2016 @7:00.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Of Interest: 

We have some e-board openings: 
 
Mark would like to step down from Activities Director since he travels so much for work, and take over as web master. 
 
Goog would like for someone to take over as Treasurer’s position. He wants a break from it so he can travel more. He 
uses Quicken for the accounting book work. 
 
What do members want to do?    
Is there a gathering, ride, show, etc. that you want to do as a club. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2017 VIR Calendar 

The calendars are coming along great.  

Why I Joined the Vintage Iron Riders 

I got my first mini bike when I was ten years old.  I actually won a Honda QA50 through a local convenience 
store give-a-way.  I was hooked on motorcycles from then on.  Through the years I have had many other 
bikes, too many to name here.   

As with many kids, I quickly had to learn to work on my bike to keep it running.  I have developed what I 
believe is a solid set of skills.  With these skills and limited funds, I had to buy bikes in need of repair in order 
to keep riding.   

I started buying some of the bikes I wanted in my youth but could not afford.   Most of these bikes needed 
partial or full restoration.   I found myself constantly looking for resources to help with advice and parts, but 
none were local.   

About 10 years ago while attending the Springfield Mile I came across our Park and Display.  I was able to 
discuss my issues with others who had good advice but also an appreciation for vintage motorcycles.   One of 
the first folks I talked to was Jim Trader.  I visited several more times during the following Miles. 



I finally took home some literature on the club.  I checked out the website and thought I might attend one of 
the monthly club meetings to see what VIR was about.  I dithered for about two years before actually 
attending.  I remember being welcomed to first meeting by Roy and Harvey and discussing my bikes that 
night.  I enjoyed the comradery with others as the meeting progressed.   

I joined at the next meeting.  I think it was my second or third meeting when Harvey approached me and 
asked if I would consider accepting the position of activities coordinator.  Harvey assured me that he would 
assist me in getting up to speed.  As they say the rest is history. 

My only regret was that I waited so long to join.  I have met great folks with the same passion as me.  I am 
proud to call myself a member and to serve the club on the board.  As with all clubs, we are only as good as 
our membership.  I encourage all our members to be active with the club and there are many opportunities.   

Look for others who share our passion and ask them to attend a meeting with you.  I know there are more 
folks out there with a story similar to mine. 

Mark Morrison 

 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2016 VIR UPCOMING EVENTS 

10/15/16                            Ride to Ron’s 

10/7-9                                Barber Vintage Festival: Leeds, AL  

10/22                                 Reischauer Weiner Roast 

10/23                                 ABATE Toy Run 

11/26                                  Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run 

12/9                                   VIR Christmas Party 

Ride to the Blues-Every Monday 7:00pm join Tommy Knox for a ride to The Alamo downtown to 
listen to quality blues bands. 529-2655 

 


