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For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com.   

President’s Prattle 

 Shades of Yesteryear  
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Away back in the ‘60s and ‘70s, I was a passably decent mechanic. I had to be. Farm equipment 

was not going to fix itself. When I was in college, I had more wrenches than money; so, I did not 

have the option of hiring someone to work on my motorcycles and cars. I was far from perfect, 

but – somehow – I managed to blunder my way through most mechanical challenges.  

Then, professional life and family life took my focus away from my gearhead pursuits. My skills 

became rusty, and I started making mistakes. Finally, I lost my nerve and no longer trusted 

myself around machinery when I twisted off a unique part whilst trying to dissemble a BMW 

engine. Sure, I would still change oil etc., but the more sophisticated stuff I left to more 

sophisticated mechanics.  

It was sad to turn my back on wrenching, but what was I to do? Destroying precious old vehicles 

through my gathering incompetence just did not make sense. Dang, I hated to see the part of my 

life spent in the workshop fade away, but I really did need to focus on the demands of my 

profession and family. Some people can spread their focus around, but my transmission allows 

me to be in only one gear at a time. I reluctantly shifted from gearhead to lawyer and left the 

tricky mechanical work to those who knew what they were doing.  

Well, all that is changing: For the past 10 years, I have slowly edged back into farming and away 

from practicing law. Likewise, I recently dusted off some of my mechanic skills brain cells and 

ran a compression test on my Guzzi. The good news is that both my old tester and my ability 

were still capable. The bad news is that the little Guzzi is down on compression in one cylinder. 

Next, I’ll do a leak down test and narrow down the cause of the problem. Just maybe, I may 

regain some of the shop skills I had let atrophy for years.  

Perhaps one of the advantages of having an older motorcycle is that the bike will let you work on 

it. Definitely, a great advantage of being in the Vintage Iron Riders is – if you run short on skill, 

ideas, or tools – there may be a member that can help. It is particularly reassuring to have 

professionals in V.I.R. whose motorcycle repair shops can accommodate us as customers.  

I’ll never be 20 years old again, but just maybe I can be the mechanic I was back then. Maybe 

life can go full circle. When Thomas Wolf wrote You Can’t Go Home Again, he was not talking 

about greying motorcycle mechanics!  

 

 ---------------------------------------------------------- 

Membership Dues Past Due 

Approximately 27 members have not paid their dues.  If you have not 

paid, please do so now.  

-----------------------------------------------------------  

Next meeting:  

Wednesday, June 20, 2018, at 7pm Top Cat’s Chill and Grill.  For those 



who have not paid this year’s dues: Please do so at the meeting. ( 

I did request a second waitress for your meetings. The young lady 

we had in May that was her 1st day. I am sorry about the service that 

you all had received) 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Updates/ Events: 

 Jim Feagans has Motorcycle storage temp controlled $50/month 

any question please call him at 217-652-2217 

 The Memorial Day Mile Park and Display we had 70 bike Norton, 

Craftsman, Honda, HD, Truimp, Yamaha, etc. We had bike that have 

have not seen before and we had repeat parkers. The race was 

postponed due to a small storm that came out of no where. Thanks 

to all that came out to help. We did hand out a couple of apps 

for new members.  

 Picnic June 10th Southwind park Chatham 11:30 bring a covered 

dish. 

 June 18th ride your bike to work day. Please take a picture of 

you on your bike at work showing your place of employment and 

send to the Eboard. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

     Products 

We still have cups for sale at $2.00 a piece. Jim is doing a new shirt 

order at the next meeting. Please have orders ready. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 



Minutes 

May 16,2018 @ 7:02pm - 7:55pm 

 Kieso came and talked about the Springfield Mile. The club is 

sponsoring lap 13 for both the spring and fall Mile. The cost 

to sponsor is $100 per lap. 

 The spring picnic is June 10th at 11:30 in Chatham 

 Awareness rally at IDOT had a great turn out. Alot of member 

showed up. 

 Abate state party in Petersburg June 21-24th. Colt Ford will 

be playing. Free to Abate members. 

 Still have tshirts cups and calendars 

 Still have members that need to pay there dues   

 Larry needs 6 more people to open their garage up for the 2019 

calendar 

 George is still working on his Harley  

 Dave R. is almost done with his Yamaha. Then has to wire it he 

says should be ready in 5 or 6 years. Ha ha ha 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Projects/sales 

 For Sale: 1990 Honda Goldwing. Less Estep is selling his Honda with 

than 50,000 miles on bike, newer tires, and been check and gone thru 

buy Cuyler. He is asking $3500. If any questions or interested please 

call him at 217-498-9802. 

 ISO: George is having valve guide proplems with the HD needs gaskets 

 ISO: Dave stuck on wiring still on Yamaha 175 



 ISO: Larry is looking for a 4 into 1 exhaust pipe for a Yamaha 750 

maxim 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

   Treasurer’s Report 

The JWMF (Jeff White Memorial Fund) has a balance of $2490.23 The 

maximum balance allowed for JWMF is $2,500. 

General Fund has a balance of $2581.03  

The total balance is $5071.26.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please make sure that I have everyone's email or address so I can 

get your newsletter to you.  

 Respectfully Submitted, 

  

C/o Melissa Rowley 

1841 Stonehenge Rd  

Springfield, IL 62702 


