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Activities Director – Mark Morrison – Phone:  309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com 
 

October 19 -Monthly VIR Meeting at the “Dog House.” 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL01011.pdf 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

George Tinkham – President’s Prattle 
 

Unified Theory of Relativity 

  

Don’t worry; I am not going all Einstein on you.  I would like, however, to note that Herr Einstein’s efforts to show that 

matter and energy are related has its counterpart in the antique motorcycle world.  Sometimes it seems we have two types 

of antique / vintage bike enthusiasts: those that show (matter) and those that ride (energy).  

  

These two interests, like matter and energy, are part of the same equation.  Let me explain: We all know that we should 

inspect our motorcycles before riding them.  There are times, however, when the bike looks good; so, we just brush the 

dust off the seat, kick it to life, and head out into the fresh air.  When you show / display a bike, you tend to scrutinize it 

fairly closely.  Who knows why?  Perhaps other people’s opinion of the bike is more important than personal 

safety.  Whatever the reason, that thorough pre-show inspection often reveals loose or missing items – some of which 

might come in handy when you are on the road.  Thus, preparing for a show helps keep your motorcycle road-ready. 

  

As I wrote in my March, ’09, article: “A motorcycle is a dynamic art form: It is meant to move.  Ultimately, the true 

value of a motorcycle is how capable it is to perform its role as transportation device.”  Although, I have shown bikes 

that did not run (or, at least, did not run well), doing so seemed somehow insincere.  When displaying my Indian 841 war 

bike at AMA’s Vintage Motorcycle Days, it felt good to be able to kick it to life when requested by spectators.  It felt 

even better to ride it around a world-class racetrack (Mid-Ohio) with other outstanding antique motorcycles.  When it 

comes to showing off a motorcycle, few things are more impressive than seeing it in action.  Let’s face it – parting the 

crowd with a loud, large, old, nasty sounding bike is just a better show than unloading it from a trailer.  My point is that 

to show well, a bike needs to run well. 

  

Fortunately, Vintage Iron Riders has many members who represent both sides of the ride / restore equation.  Without the 

help of experts like Honda Bob, Emerson, Dave Young, and Cuyler; my motorcycles would be gathering dust instead of 
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miles.  The good company of fellow V.I.R. members (If I try to give names, I’ll leave someone out.), have made both 

shows and road events more fun. 

  

It is great having club members who focus on shows and those that just love to ride.  Just as valuable are members who 

no longer ride and do not show / display a bike, but thoroughly enjoy old motorcycles and the camaraderie of Vintage 

Iron Riders.  Yes, it takes all kinds.  And, as Einstein would say, it is all relative…. 

 

 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 

MOTORCYCLE EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2011 

 

October 13  Quaker Stake & Lube, 4pm, Bike Night 
October 23  A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run 
December 21  V.I.R. Christmas Party  
 
The Christmas party will be held on December 21 at 6:00 pm at The Doghouse.  There will be a $5.00/person charge for 
each meal.  Meals can be chosen from the following menu: 
 

Spaghetti w/ meat sauce 
Served w/ garlic bread, dinner salad & dessert 

 
Lasagna (meat or veggie) or Stuffed Portobello Mushroom Ravioli in Alfredo sauce 

Served w/ garlic bread, dinner salad & dessert 
 

Fried Chicken, Baked Herb Chicken, Roast Beef, Glazed Ham or Seasoned Baked Pork Chops 
Choice of corn or green beans plus 1 side & dinner rolls 

 
All entrees include Coffee and Ice Tea; Cash bar available 

 

 
 

THE RIDE TO RON'S! 
  
My name is Chris and I am a member of the V.I.R. club and live in Missouri. I went on my first ride to Ron’s as a guest of Alvin and 

Carol Edwards a few years ago and then became a member. I live 150 miles away so my entire ride for the weekend is just under 600 

miles. 

  

I have been to other clubs meetings down here in Missouri but I did not join any of them as I really enjoy the company of all the 

people I've met in this club. 

  

The weather was great for the ride as was the food that Ron prepares each year.  I love to camp but there are motels close by for those 

that don't. If the club has this ride every year you owe it to yourself to go and see for yourself.  If you like to look and talk old bikes 

well here is the place. Thank you V.I.R. to have me as a member. (Submitted by Chris Karkut) 

 

 
 

Many, many thanks to Carol Edwards for her years of faithful service and involvement in our club as Secretary/Newsletter Editor.  

Next time you see her, give her a personal thank you for all of her hard work. 

 

Welcome to Tommy Knox, the new Secretary/Newsletter Editor.  He or his wife, Tracy, can be reached at 529-2655 or 

knox5fam@gmail.com.  

 
 

“Vintage Visdom” 
There’s only a small patch of rubber between you and the pavement. Check tire pressure and tread regularly.  

 ~Author Unknown 
 

Ride while the weather is good.  There will be plenty of time to sit and drink coffee in the winter. 
~Tommy Knox 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Dog House/Break Time 

August 18, 2011 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 P.M. by President George Tinkham.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

George updated the club on the search to replace Tom Garber as Secretary.   We are pursuing one member who has a lot of 
experience.  George will be meeting with them to discuss.  Hope to know more by the September meeting.  

Events:   September 10 Secretary of State Car & Bike Show 
  Patriot Guard Event Illinois State Fair Grounds 
 September 17 Hooters bike show in Bloomington 
 October 1-2 Ride to Ron’s 
 October 8 Marine Corps “Toys for Tots” fundraiser bike show at Lowes 
 December 21 V.I.R. Christmas Party 
 
Mark Morrison reported that the Hooters Bike Show in Bloomington is moving ahead.  Flyers have been provided to the bike shops 
in Bloomington, Champaign, Decatur, Peoria, and Pontiac.  Looking for someone to provide to the shops in Springfield.  Roy agreed 
to handle.  Trophies have come in for the winner of each class. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Roy Sims reported the following: 
Balance 7/19/11 $3431.01  

Deposit  Dues 8/31/11 $30.00 

VIP Sales  $105.00 

50/50  $39.00 

Deposit Havana Show $200.00 

Balance 8/16/11  $3805.01 

Old Business:   Gene Beenenga asked for volunteers to help judge motorcycles at the Secretary of State Car and Bike Show.  
Let Gene know if you can help. 

George asked for a volunteer to head up the 2012 club calendar.   Cuyler Coleman agreed to handle. 

 The group discussed updating the directory.  George will discuss with Carol Edwards and see what are options 
are. 

New Business:   Roy mentioned that the club still has shirts & hats available.  

 Mark Morrison asked the club to consider purchasing ribbons to be given to participants at the Labor Day 
Springfield Mile bike display.   We have to order a minimum of 100 at a cost of $165.00.     Motion to 
accept, Dave Drum, Second by Roy Sims, Motion passed.  

 Mark Morrison will be traveling to Davenport on 9/1 for the AMCA event.  If you are interested in 
accompanying, let Mark know. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.  Motion to accept, Dave Drum, Second by Roy Sims, Motion passed.  

Minutes taken by Mark Morrison 
Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Dog House/Break Time 

September 21, 2011 

7:00pm Social Time 

7:21pm Meeting called to order, pledge of allegiance recited.  31 people in attendance.  Tommy Knox volunteered to be 
new Secretary/Newsletter editor.  Officers put forth for nomination for Secretary and passed by unanimous voice vote.   

Springfield Mile report - 70 bikes were shown.  There was a great response and enthusiasm for the vintage bikes.  
Ribbons were a much-appreciated effort to identify VIR. 
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Secretary of State Show – 1 member in attendance at show.  It was discussed that emphasis to attend should be on VIR-
sponsored events.  The entrance fee of $40 could have been a possible reason for lack of interest. 

Bloomington Hooters Show – VIR was represented by 12 members and 33 bikes.  $212 was raised for the Jeff White 
Memorial Fund. 

Ride to Ron’s – Oct. 1 & 2 – Riders will visit Harvey Tap Scott’s collection en route.  

Toys for Tots and USMC Toy Drive at Lowes are possibilities for community involvement. 

Christmas Party – Locations were discussed.  Motion made and seconded for Roy to contact Golden Corral.  An 
additional cost of $5-$7 per member is probable. 

Treasurer’s Report – Ribbons for Springfield Mile cost $184.46.  Motion made and seconded to pay $19.46 to cover the 
original estimate of $165.  There is $3,927.09 on hand at present. 

Calendars – Eight (8) more pictures are needed and suggestions for improvement were sought from membership. 

Leroy Solomon read an acknowledgement of thanks for VIR sponsorship for Lap 13 of the Springfield Mile. 

New Business:  Joe Pitchford welcomed as a guest. 

Motion to Adjourn and seconded at 8:01 pm.  Reminder to turn cell phones on. 

Respectfully Submitted, Tommy Knox, Secretary 
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