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REGULAR MEETING: September 15, 2004, at 7:00 P.M. at Top Cats Chill & Grill on Stevenson Drive 
 
NEW MEMBERS:  Michael (Mick) T Cody, 10568 Irish Rd., Loami, IL62661, E-mail:  biker@famvid.com  

Phone:  488-6369, Work:  524-6115 

         Follis, Bill, E-mail:  bsaguy71@yahoo.com 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 
 

It was on the 3rd Wednesday of September in 2003 that Springfield (Illinois) Vintage Motorcycle Club first met.  Of course we did 

not have a name, officers, by-laws, or even dues at that meeting.  What we did have was an abiding fascination with ancient 

motorcycles.  That common interest is still with us and has helped us grow and develop.  Yes, there have been some growing pains, 
and it is still not clear what this fledgling organization will become when it is fully matured.  Even so, we have come a long way in 

our first year.  I look forward to the challenges and rewards of a new year. 
 

To help things move along, we are trying a new time schedule for the meetings:  

7:00P.M.  Arrive and socialize 
7:15 P.M.  Business portion of meeting starts 

7:45-8:00 P.M.  Adjourn business meeting 

8:00 P.M. – on  Continue socializing. 
 

If our members really need to have personal conversations during the meeting, they can move to the back of the room or can step 

outside whilst talking so that they do not disturb the meeting.  If this works (and it should), our meetings will be brief and productive 

– and we will enjoy our club even more. 
 

One more thing before I sign off: We are looking for someone to take on a survey of insurance companies.  The topic of which 
insurer offers the best value for antique motorcycles often is discussed, but rarely is a conclusion reached.  This survey will use 

representative motorcycle and rider data to produce responses that can be easily compared.  We need a champion to head up this 

effort: a “sparkplug” that will keep his / her helpers productive and on track.  I volunteer to be a helper.  Now, we need a champion to 

volunteer. 
 

Now, I’ll sign off.  Again, Happy Anniversary!  

 
 

MEMBER REPORTS 

 

Condolences to Mike Irwin on his fire!  Mike was getting a ’48 Chief ready to go to Iowa when it caught fire.  

Fortunately Mike received only singed areas and was not seriously burned.  We think he had to change trousers, though! 
 

MEMBERS’ MARKETPLACE 
 

HAIR GLOVE:

Go to www.winterberrywoods.com and click on the “Sports Cabin” then click on “Hair Glove” for details.  

Pretty cool – and it’ll help keep long hair from getting tangled when you ride.   

 

 BY-LAWS 

 

Bylaws were approved at the last regular meeting. 

 

 

EVENTS 
 

Cruise for Charity AND Secretary of State’s 55th Antique Vehicle Show and Swap Meet on September 11th.  
For more information on SOS Show, call (217) 557-7629, or go to www.cyberdriveillinois.com. 

 

mailto:rtapscott@springnet1.com
mailto:biker@famvid.com
mailto:bsaguy71@yahoo.com
http://www.winterberrywoods.com/
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/


Early Fall Run  - “The Ride to Ron’s Place” On Saturday, October 2
nd

, we will leave Springfield for a short (~140 

miles) run the West Central Illinois countryside.  Our destination is a visit at member Bill Bayne’s accumulation of small 

twin Harleys – including several KRs – in Roseville.  From there, we go another 12 miles to R&K Cycle where my 

brother, Ron, has buildings full of old Brit bikes and Brit parts.  There will be a cookout and bonfire that evening and 
breakfast Sunday morning.   
 

Our tentative route includes part of the Spoon River Scenic Drive as we go to Duncan’s Mill, Lewistown, Smithville, 

London Mills, and Avon.  London Mills is probably the best bet for lunch.  We also get to sample some of the better 

motorcycling roads in that part of the country. 
 

Although details still need to be developed, it looks like we will assemble at George Embrey’s building northwest of the 

intersection of Governor and Illinois Streets, and leave ~10 A.M.  Maps will be available for people who want to take a 
direct route and for those concerned about being separated from the group.  We may have more than one group so that 

people can ride at their own pace.  Guests are welcome – as are non-vintage/antique motorcycles.  We are currently 

estimating a cost of $15 per participant.  We need commitments and money no later than Saturday, September 25
th

.  
We should know more by our meeting on the 15

th
. 

 

This should be a fun run; so, please try to work it into your schedule. 
 

 

“Vintage Visdom” 

A 6-volt lantern battery with three feet of wire with alligator clips on both ends will be enough power to 

start your bike. 

Hard work spotlights the character of people:  some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their noses, and 

some don’t turn up at all. 

 

MEMBER PROFILE 

 

This month’s member profile is Treasurer Bob Tapscott.  
 

Age:  Timeless  Profession:  Retired, with 2 grandchildren to "spoil", plus my wife's "Honey-Do List"  
Residence:  Pleasant Plains, IL area 
 

OVERALL MOTORCYCLE INTERESTS: I have had a strong interest in motorcycles since my early teens.   My first 
motorized 2-wheeler was part ownership (with brothers) of a Cushman  motor scooter.   My first full ownership was a 
125cc H-D Hummer.   It was worn out and required hours of maintenance for minutes of riding.  My third bike was a '47 
Indian Chief - it never let me down.  I kept the Indian until 1962.  Over the last 42 years I've owned scores of motorcycles 
and, unfortunately, I didn't have the foresight to store away many highly sought-after bikes of today.  My primary interest 
has been in racing motorcycles.  I dabbled in "scrambles," motocross, and hill climbing until the middle 1980's.  A two 
hundred fifty pounder (plus) and motocross is not a good match - not to mention limited talent.  Like many, I "quit" 
motorcycle racing when I turned 30 years old, again when I was 40, and finally (almost) when I was 55 years old.   In the 
mid 80's I started road-racing in a serious way.   I've always had a strong affinity for singles, so my first road-racer was a 
1982 Honda Ascot 500cc single.   It was highly modified and had a winning record.  My second road-racer was a 1986 
Yamaha 600cc single.  I also added a 650cc Yamaha twin to compete in the vintage twin classes.   With these bikes I 
was fortunate enough to win club and regional races, plus a few regional championships.   In the early '90's I started 
vintage racing with AHRMA.  My primary bike was a converted flat-track racer (Knight Frame with a "Harley Davidson" 
Rotax engine).   It was a winning bike in the 500cc class.   My biggest win was at Daytona in 1995.   I also placed second 
nationally that year without participating in the west coast races.  Mixed in with this was some 50+ ( rider age) vintage 
motocross racing which proved no more successful than in the 1960's and 1970's.   In addition to the racing, there has 
been some street riding and several  trips within the last 10 years.  The trips include Alaska (up to Prudhoe Bay), Baja 
and mainland Mexico; and Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and Labrador. 
 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE INTEREST:  Over the past several years I've obtained several vintage (or soon to be) bikes 
with the intention of "fixin’ them up" after I retired.   I wanted to save a few of the more popular 2-stroke street bikes since 
they are a dead breed.  Awaiting attention is a '71Mach III Kawasaki; 3 Suzuki Titan 500cc Twins (the 3 will make 2); a 
'71 Suzuki 750cc Triple (Water Buffalo); a Suzuki 550cc Triple; a Yamaha 400cc twin race bike; plus a few others.   The 
4-stroke corner includes a Norton 850cc Commando, a Triumph Triple, a couple Yamaha 650cc twins, a Cagiva 650cc 
twin, a '56 KHK H-D, a '52 K H-D, plus a few others.  As you can tell I have projects lined up for years to come so if you 
have parts for sale let me know. 

  
OTHER MOTORHEAD INTERESTS: Corvettes, ultralight/sport aircraft, snowmobiles and old cars/trucks.   I like all forms 
of motor sport racing and attend as much as I can.  
  

WHY I LIKE THE VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB:  I like old bikes of all brands and types.  The Club has some very 
interesting members with very interesting bikes.    We have only begun to experience the dynamics of the individual 
members so I'm confident the Club can facilitate a very rewarding experience for each of its members.  I'm glad to be a 
part of it.  LET'S KEEP THOSE OLD MOTORCYCLES RUNNING AND OUT OF THE SCRAP YARDS! 



 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Springfield (IL) Vintage Motorcycle Club 
Top Cat’s Chill & Grill 

August 18, 2004 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:15 P.M.  President George Tinkham gave a little history of the Club for the new 
and prospective members present.  Then everyone introduced themselves and told what kind of iron they 
have. 
 

LeRoy Solomon reported on a rider getting killed and two others getting injured at Sturgis.  Dave Young gave 
a short report on Bonneville. 
 

George reported that Tully Williams had sent a card to the Club apologizing for his behavior at the last 
meeting. 
 

The Club By-Laws were discussed.  A correction to Section VIII, Election of Officers, Section B, was corrected 
(“Nominees” was changed to “New officers”).  Walter Ade made a motion, seconded by Steve Sgro, that the 
By-Laws be accepted as written after the correction.  Motion unanimously passed.  There was a question as to 
what would have happened of Tully had not resigned voluntarily.  George explained the sanctions section of 
the By-Laws. 
 

George mentioned the article in the State Journal-Register about our Anthony Jones. 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as sent out to the membership. 
 

George turned the meeting over to Mike Irwin to report on our insignia.  Several ideas have been created and 
presented.  Mike asked the members to submit any other ideas to the committee prior to September 7th, which 
is the next Board meeting. 
 

Several people reported on Kenny Miller.*  He is home and progressing well, but it will be several months 
before he can get back to work.  Kenny has expressed thanks for flowers, phone calls and concerns for him. 
 

Walter Ade brought up a concern about lighting on old bikes.  Suggestions were made, such as using halogen 
lights. 
 

Upcoming Events:  Gus Miller at Pontiac at the 4-H Park September 18th.  Petersburg’s last Half-Mile of the 
year is September 18th.  AHRMA Vintage Races are in late September.  George again related plans for a 
ride/camp-out at his brother’s place near Monmouth in early October.  Other events are listed in the 
newsletter calendar. 
 

Old Business:  Dave Lefferts thanks everybody for the donation for the fireworks at the Menard County Fair.  
George Embry recognized Mike Irwin for his ability to sort out 4 Indian cycles over a period of three hours, 
and put them together. 
 

New Business:  Dave Reischauer is a new member.  Prospective members present were Bill Follis and Mick 
Cody. 
 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
 

          Carol J. Edwards, Secretary 
 
* After the meeting, we had a surprise visit by Kenny Miller.  It was good seeing him out, about, and healing. 
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