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This month’s meeting: 
Place: Top Cats Chill & Grill at 1822 Stevenson Dr. in Springfield.  This is in the Laketown 

Shopping Center in the southwest quadrant of the intersection of Stanton and Stevenson 
Drive.  It is across Stevenson from the former location of Charlie Sattler Olds. 

 If you still cannot find the place, call them at 529-4005 and ask for directions. 
Date: This coming Wednesday, June 16th. 
Time:  7 P.M. 
 
President’s Prattle:  

For some of us, the winter just was not long enough: our faithful old scoots are yet not quite 
ready for the road.  It is tempting to break out the baling wire and chewing gum to affect quick 
fixes just to get the old bikes out and running.  Heavens knows that got me by in the ‘60s when 
my Chief and I were both barely 20 years old.   
 
Now, being broke down on the side of the road just doesn’t seem as tolerable as it once did.  
Maybe I’m a little more fussier than I was back then because the modern bike (Moto Guzzi 
V65Sp) that I ride all the time has taught me that motorcycles can be reliable.  Maybe time and 
life are a little more precious now.  Whatever the reason, I am determined to do it right instead 
of just doing enough to get by.  I bet both my bike and I will be happier with that attitude. 
 
You may think that the above is a rationalization for not having my Chief out and running.  You 
may be right.  A bigger reason for wanting to “do it right” with this restoration, however, is that 
my old bike will be running with some really sharp motorcycles when our club is on the road or 
at a show.  I figure if you guys (that includes you, Lisa) can do it, then so can I.  You have been 
a good influence on me, and I thank you. 
 
Events: 

Date Event        Location 
6/18-20/04 A.B.A.T.E. State Party and motorcycle show fairgrounds at Altamont, IL 
6/25/04 Prairie Thunder Motorcycle Club ½ mile flat track  Menard Co. fairground 7PM 
end of June series of short track / ½ mile races State Fairgrounds, Spfld  
 for more info, contact Bob Tapscott -> rtapscott@springnet1.com or 632-3554  
7/16-18/04 Prairie Chapter of AMCA swap meet Wauseon, Ohio 
7/16-18/04 AMA Vintage Days – featured marque: BMW Lexington, Ohio 
There are also rumors that Lew Fehring and Tully may cook up a nostalgia run focusing on the 
look of the ‘50s.  I just wish I had enough hair to fashion a DA! 
 
 
Last weekend, we had a ride to Kampsville Inn along the Illinois River.  All of the motorcycles 
made it through the run and back home again, but the chase vehicle (’75 Caddy Eldorado 
convertible) had to be hauled back to Springfield!  Dave Young and I were ~300 yards away 
when we heard the explosion of the tire blowing.  The hubcap sailed like a Frisbee into a corn-
field, and tire pieces were strewn along the highway.  Cars have flats all the time; so, why, you 
may wonder, didn’t we just change the tire and keep on going?  Well, it turns out that there was 
a spare tire for the trailer, but none for the Caddy…. 
 
Volunteer(s) needed: 

As much fun as it is putting out a newsletter, it would be even more fun if someone else did it.  
We should know by the meeting on Wednesday if we have a volunteer to take over this richly 
rewarding opportunity.  By that meeting we will be calling for volunteers either just to help the 
new editor or to take on the whole task of publishing the newsletter.  This newsletter will help 
bind us together as a club and will serve the needs of many members by providing a means to 



share information.  With your help, we can create a newsletter that will serve the needs of our 
members and of vintage motorcycling in general. 
 
Speaking of the newsletter, we would like to start running classified advertisements for older 
motorcycles, parts, and tools.  Also, we may soon be asking you to complete profile sheets that 
will help in the preparation of articles on our various members.  Anything that helps us know 
each other, will help make Vintage Iron Riders a better club. 
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