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VINTAGE IRON 

The Newsletter of the Vintage Iron Riders 
May, 2012 

 

www.virmc.com 

President - George Tinkham, Phone:  789-1192 or 753-2737; Email:  coolbreeze@att.net 

Vice Pres. – Roy Sims, Phone: 546-1428; Email:  roy.sims@comcast.net 
Treasurer - Gary Underfanger, Phone: 528-9905; Email:  goog1965@comcast.net 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor – Tommy Knox, Phone: 529-2655 knox5fam@gmail.com 
Activities Director – Mark Morrison – Phone:  309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com 

 

May 16 – Monthly VIR Meeting at the “Dog House” 7:00 pm 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0512.pdf 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

George Tinkham – President’s Prattle 
 

Forever Young 

  

Eleven years ago, I was about ready to trade in my 650cc Moto Guzzi for something larger.  The bike was still 

reliable and just as quick and capable as ever – it just was not comfortable.  I had literally outgrown it.  I 

thought, “I’ve grown older, but the Guzzi hasn’t.”  Fortunately, I came to my senses, lost 40 pounds, and found 

that this delightful little machine was still just as perfect for me as the day I bought it. 

  

A couple of years ago, I led the group on our annual “Ride to Ron’s” on my ’56 Harley KHK.  Even though it 

was its shakedown voyage after a rebuild, the motorcycle proved itself to be a worthy road machine.  A year or 

two before that, Dave Reischauer let me ride his Triumph home from Ron’s.  That bike reminded me how 

much fun those fast, good-handling, old Triumphs were.  My ’48 Indian Chief can carry me and a weekend’s 

supply of camping gear in comfort just as well as when it was first made. 

  

Let’s face it: these motorcycles are just machines.  They can be repaired, tuned, and refitted with replacement 

parts so that they are at least as good (maybe better) than when they rolled off the showroom floor.  

Fortunately, Vintage Iron Riders offers a plethora of experts that can help fellow members keep our machines 

in good running order. 
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The point of all this is that motorcycles that were a ton of fun “in their day” can still be just as much fun.  Sure, 

more modern bikes might be a bit more reliable and have better brakes, but our older bikes need not be put out 

to pasture (or in museums).  They were built to be used – and it is up to us to see that is what happens. 

  

At this month’s club picnic on May 19
th
 at Tommy Knox’s place, we will have a chance to show and ride our 

motorcycles.  The Vintage Park and Display at the Springfield Mile at the end of the month is another occasion 

to let the world enjoy these machines.  These are opportunities to show each other and to remind ourselves that 

our bikes can be just as good – and as much fun – as they ever were.  Now, let’s see if we can say the same 

about ourselves! 

 
ACTIVITIES 

 
May 19  VIR annual picnic, 2312 W. Lake Shore Dr., Spfld., IL  
May 27  Memorial Day Mile and Park & Display, Springfield, IL 
June 9-10  Road America Vintage Motorcycle Classic, Elkhart Lake, WI 
June 16  Virden Car & Bike Show, Virden, IL – Registration begins at 8:00 am 
June 15-16 Mods and Rockers Reunion, Chicago, IL 
 
Mark Morrison is working on posting activities on the VIR website.  If you have any activities that you would like to see 
the club involved in or think members might be interested in, please let Mark know. 

 

 

 
Recycled Oil 

 
Cuyler Coleman of Capitol City Motor works has graciously dedicated a 55-gallon drum for members to drop 
off their old oil.  Cuyler will sell the oil to a local recycler and then he intends to return all of the money to the 
club’s treasury.  The oil can be any weight for cars, boats, bikes, etc. but there can be no carburetor cleaners 
or additives – it has to be oil.  Cuyler will also recycle any old batteries.  Any questions, call Cuyler at 529-
8850.  Thank you, Cuyler, for all that you do for the club. 
 

 

  Club Picnic   
 

Saturday, May 19 will be our annual picnic and ride at a new location.  Member Tommy Knox has made his 
home at 2312 West Lake Shore Drive on Lake Springfield available where he will prepare succulent, slow-
cooked, pulled pork.  If you’re coming by car, consider bringing a folding chair and a side dish.  The club will 
be providing the meat and cold drinks  
 
Activities will begin at 10:00 for food drop off.  Lunch will be served around 11:30, followed by a ride at 2:00 
pm, with the picnic concluding by 4:00 pm. If you wish to bring adult beverages, pack your own cooler.  Maps 
to Tommy and Tracy’s will be available at the May meeting. 
 
Leroy Solomon will be leading the ride leaving the picnic at 2:00 pm for a leisurely pace around the lake and 
the Rochester/Lake Sangchris area.  
 
The picnic is also an opportunity to invite prospective members.  If you know someone who is interested in 
joining our club, this is a great opportunity to show them biker camaraderie. 
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2012 Membership Dues 

 
Dues for 2012 have not been paid for all members.  It is very important to support the club by the timely 
payment of your annual dues.  Please contact Gary Underfanger by mail or come a few minutes early to the 
meeting to take care of this requirement.  Members not paid up by June 30 will be removed from the 
membership roster. 
 

 
 

Springfield Mile Park and Display 

 
Plan on joining the club for our annual park and display at the Illinois State Fairgrounds Grandstand area. This 
is a major event for our club and an opportunity to show off your vintage iron.  Some very nice kickstand pucks 
will be given to every individual who displays their bike. 
 

 
 

Virden Car and Bike Show 

 
The VIR has been asked to participate in and judge the Virden Car and Bike Show on June 16.  There is a 
$10/bike entrance fee and registration begins at 8 am.  Categories for trophy are: Best of Show/Peoples’ 
Choice, American, Big Twin and Small Twin, Japanese Pre-1969/Post-1969, European Pre-1969/Post-1969, 
and Antique Pre-1950.  Even if you’re not going to show a bike, enjoy a ride down Route 4 and join us for 
some camaraderie.  Thank you Dave Reischauer for helping out with this event.  

 
 

 

“Vintage Visdom” 
 

You know you’re a biker if… 
- Your wife has ever asked you to move the bike so she could see the TV better. 

- You have ever had to borrow a helmet for your date.  
- Your best friends are named after reptiles.  

- You own more black T-shirts then underwear.  
- Taking your wife on a cruise means a putt down the interstate.  

- Sturgis is your dream vacation.  

 
Taken from bike-talk.com 

 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Dog House/Break Time 

April 18, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:08 pm.  Roy Sims moderated the meeting in place of George Tinkham.   Cell phones were turned off and 

the pledge of allegiance was taken.  Minutes from the March meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: $114.00 came in since the last meeting from 50/50 tickets and dues.  There is a balance of $4,196.31.  

Events:  Mark Morrison will have a garage night in Bloomington on May 8.   

The annual picnic will be held at Tommy Knox’s.  Members were encouraged to bring a lawn chair.  Picnic to begin at 10 am and food 

service at 11:30 am.  A ride at 2:00 pm. 
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Virden Car Show will be June 16 from 10-4. Motion was made and approved for the club to be involved in the motorcycle part of the 

car show.  Dave Reischauer will be the contact.  Members expressing a willingness to help were Harvey Tapscott, Neal Savage, Goog 

Underfanger and Mark Morrison. 

Hooters in Bloomington have a new manager.  Mark will have more to report at the May meeting. 

New Member: Ed Conaway was welcomed into the club. 

Product Order: Roy Sims reported that he wanted to order 8 new hats and 10 new shirts.  Motion was made and passed to purchase.  

Motion was also made and passed to purchase four American Flag bunting to be used at the park and ride display. 

New Business:  Cuyler Coleman reported that his business will set aside a 55 gallon barrel for the collection of used motor oil for all 

club members to dispose of their oil products.  He will then sell the oil to a dealer and donate all the money back to the club.  He will be 

collecting batteries too and donating that money back to the club as well. 

ABATE Swap Meet:  Six members expressed interested in attend.   

Motion was made and accepted to adjourn meeting at 7:35. 50/50 drawing was won by Leroy Solomon in the amount of $32.00.  

Respectfully Submitted, Tommy Knox 

June 2012 

 

 

 

    1 2 

3 

 

4 5 

 

 

6 

Board Mtg. 

5:30 pm 

7 8 9 

Road 
AmericaVintage 
Motorcycle 
Classic 

Elkhart Lake, WI 

10 

 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

Mods & 
Rockers 

Chicago, IL 

16 

Virden Car & 
Bike Show 

17 

 

18 19 20 

VIR Mtg. 

7:00 pm 

 

21 

 

22 23 

 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

 

 


