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VINTAGE IRON 
The Newsletter of the Vintage Iron Riders 

December 2013 

www.virmc.com 

President - George Tinkham, Phone:  789-1192 or 753-2737; Email:  coolbreeze@att.net 
Vice Pres. – John Anderson, Phone: 725-4509; Email: fireball398@hughes.net 

Treasurer - Gary Underfanger, Phone: 528-9905; Email:  goog1965@comcast.net 
Secretary/Newsletter Editor – Tommy Knox, Phone: 529-2655 knox5fam@gmail.com 

Activities Director – Mark Morrison – Phone:  309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com  
  

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL1213.pdf 

December 18 – Monthly VIR Meeting and Christmas Party at 

The Springfield Elk’s Lodge #158 

409 East Lake Drive 

 

 

 PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE  
George Tinkham – VIR President 

 

Your presence, not your presents…. 
  
It is that time of the year: Christmas tree is up and so is my weight.  I haven’t started my shopping, but I have 
started thinking about it!  
  
Frankly, I do not have all my vehicles winterized yet.  I know what to do; I have the stuff; but I seem to always 
find other things to do instead.  I wonder if anyone else has this problem? 
  
One thing I am definitely finding time for is Vintage Iron Riders’s party / meeting.  We will limit the business 
portion of the meeting to a minimum: vote on a new application and discuss the road trip to St. Louis at the 
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end of January.  The rest of time, we shall relax and enjoy ourselves.  For those that want to participate, there 
will be a gift exchange.  Nothing fancy is expected, just something that you think another member might like. 
 
Far more important than gifting a bauble to someone who might (or might not) appreciate it is being there.  It 
is a true joy to be in this club and to interact with my fellow members.  For that to happen, you really should 
be at the party.  It just won’t be as much fun otherwise! 

 

Christmas Party 

Our annual Christmas party will be Wednesday, December 18.  There will be a social hour at 5:30 with a cash 
bar available for the whole evening.  Dinner consisting of chicken, pork loin, baked potatoes, green beans, 
salad, rolls, coffee and tea with desserts provided kindly by Tammy and Tracy, will be served at 6:30.  If you 
want to participate in the gift exchange, bring an inexpensive, motorcycle-themed gift.  Ladies have the 
option of bringing a gift that would appeal to other women as well.  When you check in at the door, you will 
receive your dinner ticket.  If you have not made your reservation or paid, you will not be able to eat dinner; 
however you can still attend the meeting and enjoy the cash bar. 

Directions to Elk’s Lodge:  Interstate 55 to Stevenson Drive exit.  Turn left on Stevenson, proceed across the 
Spaulding Dam for approximately 1 mile to Rochester Road (the only stoplight on E. Lake Shore Dr.)  Turn 
right at the stoplight and bear right into the Elk’s Lodge Parking Lot.  The Lodge phone number is: 529-0158. 

 

Movie Night 

January 15, 2014 will find the VIR back at Donnie B’s Rt. 66 Hotel & Conference Center for our monthly 
meeting and screening of “Wild Hogs.”  Family members are encouraged to attend.  The film will start at 6:00 
pm.  Feel free to come and enjoy a meal before or during the film. 

 

Donnie B’s is kind enough to provide a room for our monthly meetings with the expectation that enough 
members will patronize their food service.  Please help by taking advantage of the opportunity to eat a meal 
with club members while watching a great film.  Hopefully, we will be allowed to provide fresh popcorn with 
Goog & Tammy’s popcorn machine. 

 

Road Trip 

Our winter road trip will be to St. Louis, MO on Saturday, January 25, 2014, with destinations to Donelson’s 

Cycle Sales and the Mungenast Museum.  We need 15 confirmed passengers to justify renting a van.  

Tentative plans are to leave from Geo. Tinkham’s law office at 1119 S. Sixth at 9:00 am with a return for early 

evening.  More details later.

 

New Members 

Lee Hubble and Don Kopack were voted in at the November meeting.  Welcome aboard fellas!  Get Involved!  

We would like to encourage all of our members to submit for consideration in the Newsletter, a brief 

description of why you chose to join this club or an aspect of the club that you enjoy.  See Tommy Knox if you 

have an idea. 
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Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run 

 
Club Members behind Chris Karkut’s ’71 Triumph Bobber assembled from parts 

L-R: Leroy Solomon, Geo. Tinkham, Mick LaRue, Mario Ingoglia, Chris Karkut, John Anderson, Robert Ramsey, Oren Lowder, Goog Underfanger, 
and Tommy Knox 

Not pictured, but at the run were Dave and Rose Culbertson, Joe Milburg, Ed Conway, Tammy Underfanger, Dave Darnielle, Steve Kren, and Ross 
Ely 

Sunday, December 1 saw the 30th anniversary of the Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Gary Underfanger and 
Leroy Solomon have been involved these 3 decades.  The Vintage Iron Riders made a special contribution 
comprising over one-fifth of the bikes that were there.  We took toys, food, and $945.00 to Contact 
Ministries.  The weather was very cooperative and some members even enjoyed a meal and drink after at a 
local tavern.  Maybe YOU can participate next year? 

 

Roy Sims – How can we ever thank you? 
  

The most important element of any club is its membership.  Without quality officers, 

however, the club would flounder and fall apart.  Vintage Iron Riders is blessed with 

outstanding members (you) and top-notch officers like our outgoing vice president: Roy 
Sims. 

  

Vice president is a position that is as much as you make it.  Roy has been remarkable in 
what he has done in that office.  Of course, he has filled in for me when other duties 

occupied me.  More important, Roy took on responsibilities such as being our contact with 
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Donnie B, who provides our regular meeting place.  Roy is our products man.  Roy, Goog, 

and Harvey were the driving force behind V.I.R.’s “Park & Display” at the Springfield Mile 
races.  Roy has never hesitated to take up the slack and get things done when action was 

needed.  His energy and interest inspires the rest of us and helps V.I.R. attempt new 

ventures. 
  

Now, Roy is ready to enjoy being the part of our club that doesn’t sit up front during 

meetings.  We have such a great bunch of members, one cannot blame him for wanting to 

spend more time with the larger group instead of worrying about officer duties.  He 
certainly deserves that opportunity.  Fortunately, Roy is handing his office over to John 

“Fireball” Anderson, who brings his own considerable skill set to the game. 

  
Roy, thank you for what you have done for us.  We are better for it. 

  

George Tinkham 
Springfield, Illinois 

 

Minutes of Meeting 
Vintage Iron Riders 

Rt. 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

Springfield, IL 

November 20, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:15pm.  Pledge of Allegiance recited and cell phone silenced.  Motion made and seconded to approve 

the minutes from the October meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  There is $2,091.50 in the JWMF and $1,742.60 in the GF, for a total of $4,227.77.   

Events:  Mark Morrison was absent.  Tammy Underfanger shared the Christmas party menu.  Knox will email directions to Elk’s 

Lodge.  George Tinkham asked for suggestions for January movie night.  “Wild Hogs” and “Easy Rider” were suggested.  A winter  

road trip to St. Louis for Donelson’s Appreciation Day and Mungenast Museum are possibilities.  Gary Underfanger and LeRoy 

Solomon promoted the Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run on December 1st. 

Products:  The shirts and caps ordered at the October meeting were available for pick up.  The 2014 calendar was also available.  

The club acknowledged the generosity of member Jim Feagans of Gooch and Associates, for donating the printing of the calendar.  

John Anderson was thanked for coordinating the calendar production. 

Springfield Mile:  The club received a thank you from Brandon Robinson for sponsoring a lap at the Mile. 

Election of New Officers:  Vice President Roy Sims who has served with distinction for several years stepped down from his office.  

His service and extra effort was noted and appreciated by all club members.  John Anderson was nominated by George Tinkham 

and seconded by Dave Reischauer to fill the VP post and by unanimous voice vote elected.   All other board members were voted in 

by unanimous voice vote.   

Visitors:  Walt Wallace (’83 Road King) was a guest of Dave Reischauer and asked for consideration as a member. 

New Members:  Lee Hubble and Don Kopack were voted in to membership. 

Knox will make available a list of Harvey Tapscott’s motorcycles.  Will send via email.  

Neil Savage shared Kawasaki Twins Rally May 4-11, 2014 at Deal’s Gap. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tommy Knox, Secretary 
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