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Vintage Iron Riders 
A Vintage Motorcycle Club founded in 2003 whose members are primarily located in 
Central Illinois 
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This will be a ZOOM meeting 
from 7:00 to 7:45pm. 
Use this web address to join: 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/  
 
Meeting ID: 946 208 5650 
Password: virmc   
 

Next Member Meeting 
Wednesday January 13  

at 7:00pm 

President’s Prattle   
Light at the End of the Tunnel 

  
Last month, we were reminded that we are on a rough road.  It is rough for us 
personally and for Vintage Iron Riders as a club.  We were also reminded that this road 
is headed toward better times – and that it is up to us to embrace the limitations 
imposed by this pandemic as productively and with as much strength of spirit as we 
can.  By the time this newsletter reaches you, approved vaccines are being 
administered and the end of this dark tunnel will be in sight. 
  
Because we are still awash in skyrocketing statistics of doom related to COVID-19, we 
need to take advantage of this extra time to ourselves by catching up on projects and 
maintaining contact with friends (including V.I.R. members) that we cannot be with in 
person.  If there is a running bike in your garage, enjoy this mild, dry weather with a 
ride.  I am sure most of us have pandemic projects that will welcome our attention. 
  
This might even be a good time to get to know each other better.  I usually do not send 
Christmas cards; however, I may send 3 or 4 this month.  I tend to talk on the phone to 
a V.I.R. member every other day or so.  Of course, there is e-mail, Facebook, and other 
social media opportunities. 
  
Last month, Vintage Iron Riders had its first e-meeting via Zoom with 17 members 
attending.  There were a few imperfections in the process, but at least we got to see 
each other.  We had hoped that a Zoom meeting would allow distant members to 
participate in a meeting, and that may yet happen – next time. 
  
There will be another Zoom meeting in January.  We took care of essential business 
(election of officers and accepting John Richardson as our newest member) in 
November.  Right now, there is little demand for a December meeting, and many of 
our schedules are a bit full this time of the year; so, we can easily forego our December 
meeting.  Our December meeting is traditionally our Christmas Party, which has been 
put off until February 20th at the earliest.  It just does not seem a Zoom meeting is the 
right setting for a party. 
 
On the brighter side, all of our members afflicted with COVID-19 seem to be recovering 
nicely.  Heck, Jim Feagans was riding his motorcycle a few days ago.  Despite the 
amazing record new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths the nation is experiencing right 
now; we have at least one highly effective vaccine being administered.  More are 
awaiting approval.  All we have to do is stay healthy and wait out this monster.  We can 
(and will) do this. 
 
 

Vintage Iron Monthly 

Holiday Edition 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/
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The purpose of this 
organization is to promote the 
motorcycling interests of its 
members in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and civility. 
 
It includes helping establish 
contacts and communication 
with others whose 
experience, knowledge, and 
access to parts and materials 
might assist those members 
in the acquisition, restoration, 
maintenance, and use of 
antique and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 
Above all, the purpose of this 

club is to have fun! 

 

All regularly scheduled 
meetings have been 
canceled for the foreseeable 
due to Covid-19.  We are 
meeting once a month to 
discuss club business.  
Please ask one of the officers 
for more details if you would 
like to attend. 
 

Upcoming Club Events  

 

o 2/14/21 – ABATE Swap Meet, Orr Building, State Fairgrounds, and 
Springfield, IL. 

o 2/20/21 – Annual Holiday Party. Will be at POE’s Catering “On the Hill” 
again. 

 
 

 

Tech Tip 
 

DIY! “How to Improve the Brightness of Your Headlight without 
Changing the Bulb.”  
 

 
It is a fact that the headlight of 6-volt models is darker than the 12-volt models.  If that 
is the case, speaking of whether all 12-volt models headlights are bright, the answer is 
No.  There are also 12-volt models with dark headlights.  The reason why is often the 
function of the ground 

 

 

 
 

Definitely, there is light at the end of this tunnel.  Granted, we are in a fairly long 
tunnel, but it is coming to an end.  With any luck, we can start living our lives again 
by the time riding season comes.  Vintage Iron Riders will have its picnic, Park & 
Display at the Springfield Mile, regular meetings, wiener roast, Ride to Ron’s, and 
Christmas Party this coming year.  We have a lot to look forward to in 2021.  We just 
have to get by this bump in the road first 
 

Next Board Meeting 
TBD 

http://www.poescatering.com/onthehill.html
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Have you ever looked at the wiring diagram of your motorcycle? The wiring diagram can always be found in the In-
vehicle owner’s manual or service manual.  First of all, let’s take a look at how to connect the ground wire. 
 

1. Bright headlight bulb for old and end of production models 
 

 
The left is a manufacturer’s standard bulb, and the right side is a high performance bulb sold as a special parts.  Even 
though the special bulb should exactly be a spec of the high brightness… 
 

https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC02-768x576.jpg
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In some cases, the same headlight bulb can be brightened just by replacing it with a new bulb.  A bulb may also 
reduce the amount of light due to deterioration of the connection inside the bulb.  Along with that, there might also 
be a case that the ground circuit has some problem… 
 
Over time, the headlight bulbs can reduce its light intensity due to simple aging.  However, in many cases, it is often 
the case that “electricity is flowing with difficulty” due to deterioration of the wiring itself surrounding the vehicle 
body called the main harness. 
 
In the 80’s models began to emphasize the earth circuit, but many of the old models used “body ground” circuits.  In 
other words, it was an electrical circuit design that is considered the conductive iron pipe frame and engine body as 
wiring. 
 
The old circuit of the body ground is characterized by being susceptible to rust and dirt that occurs at the connected 
part.  The main reason why electrical problems are likely to occur right after the full restoration is the reduction of 
the conductivity by painting to the frame body and bracket.  Let’s reinforce the ground circuit by adding wiring. 
 

If you are anxious about the actuation of the electrical circuit… 
・I recommend reinforcing if you are suspicious of the ground circuit. 

・The failure blinking of the turn signal flasher will easily occur when the ground circuit is unstable.  
 

https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC03-768x511.jpg
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Prepare commercially available wiring for automobiles / motorcycles.  This can be purchased at any auto parts store. 
Since this example is a Kawasaki ’70s model, the same “black / yellow wire” cord as Kawasaki’s wiring color and one 
size thick cord (1.25sq) was prepared.  I tried to improve the electrical conductivity by enlarging the wire size. 
 

 
First, divide the ground wire of the headlight into 2 parts.   

1. In addition to the black / yellow wire of the OEM wiring,  
2. Use one size thicker black wire as the “exclusive ground wire for headlight”.  This decreases the resistance of 

the lighting ground circuit improving the flow of electricity. 
 

https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC04.jpg
https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC05-768x511-1.jpg
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Gain access to the battery.   A round terminal equal to the size of the battery terminal is soldered to the additional 
new ground wire.  Connect to the batteries negative terminal. 
 

2. Amazing Brightness! It’s bright even without changing the bulb! 
 

 
Even with the 160mm headlight that is common in the old models, it got the same amount of light intensity as with 
the 180mm headlight used in modern models.  
 

https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC06-681x1024.jpg
https://japan.webike.net/moto_news/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AC07-681x1024.jpg
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If the headlight is dark… 
① Polish the bulb contact point 

② Replace to a new bulb 

③Recheck the ground circuit.  Add an addition ground wire if needed. 
④ If it is still not good, use the headlight booster 
 

 

Product of the Month 

  

Motion Pro – Pro Seal Puller 

 New head design provides easier angle adjustment and keeps head oriented in its adjusted position 
during use 

 New O-ring sealing system and thrust washer provides reliable airtight seal 
 Stainless steel banjo pivot bolt provides durable performance 
 Pivoting angled head design allows access to difficult to reach tire valves 
 Unique design provides added hand clearance between filler and hot brake rotors 
 Billet aluminum construction for light weight and precise fit and function 
 1/4 inch NPT female inlet allows use of common air hose couplings and fittings 
 Blue anodized finish with laser engraved Motion Pro logo 
 Perfect complement for Motion Pro air gauges and compressed air systems 
 US Patent No. 9,649,898 
 Lifetime limited warranty 

Part No. 08-0602  $40.99/ea.     Click here for more information 

 
 
 

https://www.motionpro.com/product/08-0602
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Projects 
I was asked to write an article on my current projects for the newsletter.  While this is not strictly a project report, I 
hope you indulge me, live vicariously through me, and be inspired to tell us about your current projects.  American 
author, Peter Golenback once quoted:  “What sets these - and all - racers apart from less daredevilish mortals is their 
complete lack of fear and their joy of doing something on the edge.  They love to speed because it is dangerous.”      

When I was a teen, in 1976, I purchased a Yamaha 1973 LT3MX motorcycle.   It was a 100cc bike.   At the time there 
were plenty of tracks around me to race on.   With the help of my older brother I was able to participate in several 
races even earning a third place.   But with limited resources available to me my career was a short one. 

Fast forward 43 years.  As I began to plan for retirement, inspiration to race again hit me hard.   My brother had been 
road racing since the 70’s and I had often accompanied him to the track to assist.  He was now vintage racing with 
the American Historic Motorcycle Racing Association and I thought what better way to get back into racing again.   
Yes, many of my friends thought I was crazy and reckless to begin racing again at my age, but living is about doing the 
things that give you joy. 

My dilemma was what size and type of bike should I race?  I wanted to start small as I knew a large bike would be 
more risk, more maintenance (cost) and physically harder to ride.   I had always had a soft spot for Kawasaki but their 
vintage bikes are not known for great handling.   While attending Barber in 2017, I spotted a Kawasaki F7 (175cc 
enduro) being raced.   I thought I could build one of those and began my pursuit of a suitable candidate to modify. 

A childhood friend of mine is a real “Mr.  Kawasaki” having more than I can count in multiple buildings.   I contacted 
him to see if he could help.  He donated a rolling F6 to me which is the same as an F7 but with a 125cc cylinder.  I 
then found a complete non running F7 a couple hours away and purchased it.  I was now ready to begin my build (I 
have condensed the next few steps for the sake of my stories length). 

I deluged the frame and got rid of anything I wasn’t going to need.  Then I began mocking everything up.  I first 
modified a Yamaha G7S fuel tank and got a hold of a Honda CB50R seat.  The frame was modified to accept both. 

 

Next I decided on an Airtech Bridgestone 350 fairing and got it mounted, topping the look off with a Kawasaki H1R 
front fender. 

Then came the engine.  After talking to another friend who was flat tracking a Kawasaki F9 Bighorn (350cc) 
successfully, I decided to use the same engine builder, as he is known to produce fast Kawasaki’s.   The engine was 
sent off and I awaited its return. 

While waiting on the engine, I next tackled the brakes.  While most bikes in my class use a drum front brake I wanted 
to use a disc type for the advantaged of improved stopping power.   The rules allowed it if it was a period correct iron 
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disc.  I purchased a complete front end off a Yamaha RD350 which had a disc, caliper, and master cylinder.  After 
modifying the triple trees, fork legs, and lightening the disc, it was installed. 

 

When the motor was returned it was mounted in the frame to mock-up the expansion chamber (exhaust).  Two 
strokes are extremely dependent on a properly constructed and tuned chamber.  I got the specs for one used by the 
Canadian champion and had a local friend put it together.  The pipe worked OK, but did not produce the exact power 
characteristics I was looking for.   

 

So after some research, I was able to have one of the industry’s chamber experts build a second one that worked 
much better. 
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Next the mock up was disassembled with parts being renewed and painted.  I finished the bike in September of 2020, 
although I continue to make improvement.  My first race was at Barber 2020.  Here is a picture of me at speed during 
that weekend. 

 

So how’d I do?  Well not as well as I had hoped.  It rained both Saturday and Sunday.  I decided to race in the rain 
despite the increased risk.  During Saturday’s race I came in fourth.  On Sunday it was sprinkling as we gridded.  After 
several laps it began to pour.  I was in third place on the next to last lap entering the start/finish straight when 
another competitor also riding an F7 came past.   

As we raced down the straight and entered turn one I felt the bike begin to slide.  The next thing I knew I was in the 
gravel trap on my side.  I don’t remember exactly what happened.  It was on the last lap of my last race when I 
crashed (ouch).  I should have let the other rider go but the competitor in me was too strong.  

Soon I was in an ambulance on the way to the hospital.    I was released the same day with a broken collarbone and 
three fractured ribs.  At 61 it was the last thing I wanted to happen to my aging body, but there are many other older 
racers still going and not crashing.  It has been over a month now and I have received the all clear from my doctor to 
return to normal activities.  I will be repairing my bike over the next several months in preparation for the 2021 
season.  Fortunately, the damage was mostly cosmetic. 
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I have always been a racing enthusiast.  I followed MotoGP, WSBK, MotoAmerica, F1, Australia’s V8 Super Car series 
and others. Most of these competitors would never think of quitting after a crash and one crash is not going to stop 
me either.   Spending a weekend at the track or doing other motorcycle activities keeps me young at heart.    

I am glad there are many other like-minded souls and organizations catering to bikers and I belong to several.   I 
encourage all motorcyclists to get out there and participate with others doing what you love whatever the event.  
With the continued support and assistance of my wife and friends, I hope to have many more years at the track and 
enjoying other motorcycle activities. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sickness and Distress    
 Please keep Jim Feagans in your prayers as he continues his recovery from Covid-19. 
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Past Event Follow-up 
 

 This year’s Sid Wood Toy Run on November 29
th
 had 80 motorcycles and over 100 riders present.  The event 

collected over $1,800.  Congratulations for another successful year! 
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Contacts 
 
Vintage Iron Riders 
3985 N. 8th Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707  
https://www.virmc.com/  
 
Visit us on Facebook 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
President - George Tinkham  
Phone 217-753-2737   
Email coolbreeze@att.net    

 
Vice Pres - Branden Powell 
Phone 217-652-1419 
Email Powellb76@aol.com  
 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Phone 217-416-5575    
Email mandiu828@aol.com  
 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Phone 309-662-5371     
Email mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

Events - Melissa Rowley 

Phone 217-816-9275 
Email melissarowley73@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Get your kicks on RT66!” 

. 

Classified Ads 
 

 Vapor blasting services.  Vapor blasting is a surface refinishing process 
that was originally used by Rolls Royce in England many years ago, to 
clean and resurface aluminum jet engine parts to eliminate corrosion 
and facilitate inspection. It is quite simply cleaning via high-pressure 
surface blasting, but instead of dry abrasive media, it uses a slurry of 
water, compressed air, detergents and abrasive media. The vapor 
created is much gentler to soft aluminum than other processes, yet it 
will remove a microscopic layer of oxidized metal and corrosion. This 
process also seals the pores of the aluminum making it look better 
longer, and be more resistant to future corrosion. Vapor blasting 
differs from dry blasting in other respects as well – it will 
not dimensionally change a part, the media used is much finer and 
gentler, and the resulting surface is much smoother and shinier. 
 
Contact Mark Morrison at 309-510-4189 or mmorr26407@aol.com if 
interested. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send classified submissions to Mark Morrison at mmorr26407@aol.com   
 

Before and after pictures 
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