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Vintage Iron Riders 
A Vintage Motorcycle Club founded in 2003 whose members are primarily located in 
Central Illinois 
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Making Lemonade  
  
Dear Fellow Shut-ins:  
  
I hope this finds you well and in good spirits.  Frankly, it can be tough to be cheery 
when confined to quarters and denied social contact.  Social contact is a critical 
mission of Vintage Iron Riders; so, here goes my effort to achieve that in our 
newsletter:  
1.      Cuyler and Emily Coleman welcomed little Ember into the world January 29

th
. 

2.      Tad Brenner won the primary election in his campaign to be elected circuit court 
judge.  So far, he has no opponent in the general election. 
Congratulations to both of these members.  Please tell us what is happening in your 
lives.  We all need good news and wish to share in your joy. 
  
Now that spring weather is here, we can emerge from our respective “groundhog 
holes” and partake of the blessings of the season.  After a shakedown cruise on my ’56 
Harley KHK, I found a loose headlight bracket and missing toolbox fastener.  With a 
comfortable shop and necessary tools, it was satisfying to fix the headlight.  The 
special fastener is on order and should be here in a few days.  It was fun to get the 
KHK ready for the season, and will be even more fun using it. 
  
As eager as I am to participate in group rides and events, there are some advantages 
to being sequestered.  My storage shed, basement, and garage are choked with 30+ 
years of projects and items that need a better home.  This shelter at home directive 
gives me huge blocks of time to whittle away on those projects.  The 8 new milk crates 
I recently acquired are filling quickly with segregated motorcycle and sports car parts 
and materials.  Shelves in the shed and in the garage have been restructured to 
accommodate those crates.  Gobs of old parts and other materials have been 
discarded or given to new homes.  Slowly, I am gaining more room and am better able 
to use my garage as a workshop instead of a compost heap for unused relics of my 
past. 
  
As an example of valuable items free to members are the 6 motorcycle show trophies 
listed in the “Classified” section of this newsletter.  This is a good time for other 
members to thin out their unneeded and unused materials.  Remember one of the 
advantages of our club is this newsletter and its Classified section.  You can benefit 
yourself and your fellow members by using this feature.  
  
One final thought: This is a great time to reach out to fellow members, as well as to 
work on projects.  Vintage Iron Riders is a social organization; so, let’s be 
sociable.  Our telephones still work, and it feels good to hear a friend’s voice.  Vintage 
Iron Riders is not solely about our machines.  It is also a way for us to interact.  That is 
why our motto is “vir et machina”: Man and Machine. 

  
 
  

 

All meetings have been 
canceled for the foreseeable 
due to Covid-19.  We will 
provide notices when we 
reschedule.  Thanks for your 
understanding.  

Next Member Meeting 

Vintage Iron 
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The purpose of the 
organization is to promote the 
motorcycling interests of its 
members in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and civility. 
 
It includes helping establish 
contacts and communication 
with others whose 
experience, knowledge, and 
access to parts and materials 
might assist those members 
in the acquisition, restoration, 
maintenance, and use of 
antique and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 
Above all, the purpose of this 

club is to have fun! 

 

Monthly Board Meeting 
Reminder March 4th 

Monthly Board meetings held 
every first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30pm at 
Bernie & Betty’s Pizza 
located at:  1101 South 
Spring Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 217-528-8121. All 
members welcome. 

 
 

 

 

Member Meeting Minutes 

 No meeting minutes this month due to Covid-19  quarantine.   
 

Project Corner 

Please let us know about any projects you are working on.  We would love to include 
them in the newsletter.  Contact any Board Member or see to me at 
mmorr26407@aol.com. 
 
I recently assisted with building a roller starter for my Kawasaki F7 road racer. 
 
Mark 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
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Upcoming Club Events  

 6/7/20 – Annual Club Picnic, Chatham South Park, Chatham, IL 11:00 am – 
2:00 pm. 

 9/5/20 – 9/6/20 -, VIR Park and Display at the Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. 
Fairgrounds 

 9/13/20 - Tail O'The Possum Ernie Langheim Memorial Hospice Benefit Ride.  
Chatham, IL 

 11/29/20 – Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Springfield, Il 
 
Other Upcoming Events of Interest 

 5/03/20 is the ABATE Freedom Rally starting at the DOT building on Dirksen. 

 5/15/20 – Niehuas Cycle Sales Open House, Litchfield, IL 

 Rumble Around the Lake is scheduled again this year.  More details will be 
provided when available.  

 7/10/20 – 7/12/20 – AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course, Lexington, OH 

 8/22/20 – Peoria TT – Peoria, IL 

 9/3/20 – 9/5/20 - 49th Davenport Fall International Meet, The Mississippi 
Valley Fairgrounds, Davenport, IA  

 9/4/20 - 9/6/20 – Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 

 10/9/20 – 10/11/20 – Barber Vintage Festival, Barber Motorsports Park, Leeds, 
AL  

 

How to Prepare Your Motorcycle for Spring Riding (T-CLOCS & 
Tips) 
 

Spring Motorcycle Riding Prep 
 

You roll your ride out of storage for the first time this year, ogling every curve of every 
fairing. “It looks so much cooler in real life than as my desktop background.” But to 
properly prep your pony for a safe summer of two-wheeled fun, you’ll have to do more 
than turn the key and thumb the starter. You should go through a full inspection of your 
motorcycle’s systems to ensure a safe ride and season ahead. You’ll feel much better 
knowing you followed the Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s (MSF) comprehensive 
protocol for combing through your bike from tip to tail. 
 
Dubbed T-CLOCS, the procedure covers your bike’s Tires, Controls, Lights, Oil, 
Chassis and Stands and more. There is a quick-reference checklist for your toolbox or 
garage Inspection Checklist, but we’ll go through it in greater detail here. 
 
Before you begin, pick up the factory service manual for your motorcycle’s make and 
model. If you can’t find one, pick up a Clymer or Haynes manual instead. Then give 
your bike a bath with plenty of suds. It’s much easier to spot things that out of place 
when you aren’t peering through a thick layer of last year’s grime. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://www.niehauscycle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RumbleAroundTheLake/
http://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/
http://www.peoriamotorcycleclub.net/
http://www.chiefblackhawk.org/
https://www.springfieldmile.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/barber-vintage-festival/
https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/community/motorcycle-safety/
https://www.msf-usa.org/
https://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/T-CLOCS_Inspection_Checklist.pdf
https://msf-usa.org/downloads/T-CLOCS_Inspection_Checklist.pdf
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T (Tires, Wheels and Brakes) 
 
A tire’s most likely demise is wear, so inspect the tread to make sure your rubber has 
some life left. Most tires have wear bars set in the grooves, indicating replacement is 
necessary when they become flush with the surface of the tread. Look for at least 1/32 
of an inch of depth at the most worn point—depending on your riding style, your tires 
may have more tread on the shoulders than down the center. 
 
Look for cracks, bulges, dry-rot, and excessive hardening, which are signs that your 
bike’s shoes are simply too old. Be mindful of flat spots as well, which can develop 
under the weight of your bike if it wasn’t put to bed on paddock stands or a lift. Lastly, 
look around the edge of each rim for proper tire fitment and rule out possible damage 
to the bead 
. 
If your rubber looks good, check the air pressure. Most tires will lose air over the 
winter, so it’s normal if they’re low. You might find conflicting pressure numbers in your 
owner’s manual and on the tire, but it’s not a large enough gap to make a noticeable 
difference for most street riders. If you’re unsure where your allegiance lies, split the 
difference and call it good. 
 
For this next part, you’ll want to elevate your wheels with front and rear stands or a 
motorcycle lift. If you have spoked wheels, look for bent, broken, or missing spokes. 
Also check spoke tension by hitting each one with a screwdriver and listen for a clear 
twang. A muted thud means they’re too loose. Lacing and truing wheels is an art form, 
so call in the pros if your spokes are out of tune. If you have cast rims, look for dings, 
dents, or cracks. 
 
Spoked or cast, spin each wheel and look for wobble. Anything more than 5 mm out of 
round horizontally or vertically is unacceptable. A visual check will suffice here, but if 
you’re a capable mechanic, set up a pointer or dial gauge on the rim for an accurate 
measurement. 
 
Next, grab a handful of tire and flex back and forth. Free play is an obvious giveaway 
that the wheel bearings have failed. If that went well, spin each wheel and feel for 
excessive resistance or crunchiness. The wheel should spin smoothly, without making 
grinding or growling sounds. Investigate the bearing seals for tears, rips, or cuts. If they 
are reddish brown or a copious amount of grease is oozing out, replace them. 
 
Compare the thickness of your brake pads to the spec in your service manual, and 
don’t be afraid to replace them sooner than absolutely necessary. Eking out every last 
bit of pad is penny-wise and pound-foolish, because you’ll only cause irreparable 
damage to your rotors and endanger yourself on the road. Both pads should wear 
evenly on each wheel. 
 
If your motorcycle is elevated, spin the wheels and watch for rotor warping. Then feel 
for scoring and look for glazing. Lastly, engage each brake individually with the 
corresponding wheel in motion, making sure each one contributes to the stopping 
power of your motorcycle. 
 
C (Controls) 
 
Your handlebars should be straight, turn freely, and the bar ends should be secure. 
You don’t want a binding feeling or grinding sound when you turn them from side to 
side. Check for full range of motion as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/2017/02/14/motorcycle-tires-safety-standards-explained/
https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/riding-style/sport/
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Your levers should be well-adjusted and tightly mounted. Inspect for bent or 
cracked levers and give them a firm squeeze. If they feel sticky, lubricate the pivot 
bolts. Lubricate any clutch, brake, or throttle cables as well, and check for frayed 
ends and kinks along the entire length of each cable. 
 
You also want all cables to be routed properly. If your bike is sporting its original 
cables, chances are good they are in place already. Otherwise, you’ll find routing 
diagrams in your service manual. Generally, cables should be free from 
interference at the steering head and suspension, avoid sharp angles, and have all 
wire supports in place. 
 
If you have hydraulic clutch and brake systems, make sure the lines don’t have 
cuts, cracks, or leaks..  
Then roll on the throttle to check for smooth operation. It should decisively snap 
closed on its own. And when you do finally start your engine, double-check that it 
doesn’t stick open and that there is no revving when the handlebars are turned. 
You’d be sorry to find this out at high speed in your favorite twisties 
. 
While you’re monkeying around with the handlebars, take a second to readjust your 
mirrors. You might have bumped them when you took out the snow blower for the 
fiftieth time, or they may have sagged under the weight of your cover. 
 
L (Lights and Electrics) 
 
Hopefully you had your battery on a smart charger all winter, in which case you’re 
probably just looking at cleaning the terminals with a brass bristle brush and lubing 
them with dialectic grease. But smart chargers and tenders are not fool-proof.  
Check the voltage of your battery regardless of how it was stored. 
 
A cheap multimeter will do the trick. You can pick one up from Harbor Freight for a 
few dollars, which is a tremendously sound investment compared to hours spent on 
the side of the road waiting for AAA. If your bike has trouble cranking over or you 
can’t remember the last time you replaced the battery, these are also good signs 
that your battery is on its dying breath. 
 
If you don’t have a maintenance-free battery, disconnect the negative (ground) 
terminal before the positive terminal, and remove it from your motorcycle. Top off 
the cells with distilled water if they need it, then clean and grease the terminals. 
 
Checking your lights is easy—they should all work, and the lenses should be free 
from scuffs, cracks, and condensation. Test them all and have a friend help with the 
brake light or aim the beam at a garage door for easy visibility from behind the 
handlebars. 
 
If a light doesn’t come on, check the bulb first, then the fuse, then your wiring 
connections. Mice or other critters may have made a home in your radiator and 
chewed up your wires, but that’s the less likely and more complicated repair. If 
you’re running anything auxiliary, like extra lights, a phone charger, or an alarm, 
check that it works as well. 
 
O (Oil and Other Fluids) 
When was the last time you changed your oil? If you don’t know, do it now. If it was 
last fall, bravo! There are three general schools of thought here: change it in the fall, 
change it in the spring, or do both. 
It is recommended changing it in the fall to prevent dirty oil from ruminating in your 
bike all winter long. Plus, it’s a shame to run that sludge through your motor come 
springtime just to warm it up for an oil change. But if your bike was stored harshly 
outside, the temperature flux could break down the oil and invite moisture to creep 
in. 
 
 

https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/motorcycle-gear-parts/
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O (Oil and Other Fluids) 
When was the last time you changed your oil? If you don’t know, do it now. If it was 
last fall, bravo! There are three general schools of thought here: change it in the 
fall, change it in the spring, or do both. 
It is recommended changing it in the fall to prevent dirty oil from ruminating in your 
bike all winter long. Plus, it’s a shame to run that sludge through your motor come 
springtime just to warm it up for an oil change. But if your bike was stored harshly 
outside, the temperature flux could break down the oil and invite moisture to creep 
in. 
 
In either case, check your oil level. Most motorcycles have a dipstick or a sight 
glass in the crankcase with min and max fill lines. Make sure your bike is 
completely vertical, not on its side stand, for an accurate reading when using the 
sight glass. 
 
Oil isn’t the only fluid in need of attention. Pay heed to coolant and hydraulic fluid 
as well. If left for too long, either one could attract moisture and lead to corrosion, 
unwelcome moisture, and other issues. Generally, these fluids are due for a full 
flush every other season, but grab that service manual and scope out your bike’s 
specific intervals! 
 
At the very least, check your levels and top up if you’re low, and whatever you do, 
don’t mix DOT levels of brake fluid together. If you don’t know what’s in your bike, 
flush it completely to be safe and look up the appropriate grade for your ride. 
 
Stagnant fuel can also be cause for concern. If you didn’t top off your tank with a bit 
of fuel stabilizer last fall, the old gas probably degraded over winter, which could 
cause your motor to run rough and gum up your fuel-delivery system. Drain last 
year’s gas and run the bike with a tank of fresh fuel. Any drop in performance 
should sort itself out as the old stuff is consumed. If you’re still having fuel delivery 
problems though, you’ll have to clean out your carbs or injectors, or take your bike 
to the shop and have them do it for you. 
 
Always use new oil, air, and fuel filters when changing fluids. It’s cheap insurance 
to keep everything running like a top, and they need to be changed eventually 
anyway, so why not do it when it’s convenient? If you’re unsure what filters are 
installed on your bike or how often to change them, consult a parts diagram or your 
service manual. 
 

C (chassis) 
 
With only two wheels beneath you, riding a motorcycle is a leap of faith. You need 
to know that you don’t have a stress fracture that could become catastrophic frame 
damage when you hit one of spring’s many potholes, your forks won’t bottom out 
under hard braking in front of a deer, and a failed bearing won’t lock up your 
steering head while you’re dragging knee. 
 
Let’s start with the steering head bearings. Twist the handlebars from stop to stop. 
Uneven resistance, binding, and grittiness are all bad news. With the front wheel 
raised, push and pull the forks and check for play. If it feels solid, move on to the 
suspension. 
 

https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/2010/07/02/lat-full-synthetic-motorcycle-oil/
https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/2019/04/26/liebacks-lounge-optimize-productivity-and-happiness-via-two-wheels/
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The difference between riding on a cloud and a disastrous failure can be as sneaky 
as a blown fork seal. Check for weeping at the seals, then throw a leg over the 
saddle. Holding your front brake, put your full bodyweight into the front wheel. The 
resistance should be even and not bottom out. If it feels soft, change your fork oil 
using the weight and volume specific to your make and model. As a rule of thumb, 
fork oil should be changed every 10,000 miles or once per year. 
 
Around back, check for even preload and smooth travel on your shocks. With the 
rear wheel raised, yank on the swingarm to check for play in the bushings. Any 
sideways movement means they’re toast. 
If you have a chain-driven final drive, you should already know the drill and stay on 
top of your maintenance all season long. For now, clean it, lube it, and check for 
appropriate tension, especially if your chain is new. Belt and shaft-drives are nearly 
maintenance-free, so check belts for nicks, cracks, or cuts, and top up shaft fluid 
reservoirs and tightly secure the drain plug and fill plug. 
Lastly, check your frame and fairings for cracks (look for paint lifting up) and torque 
down every visible nut and bolt properly—especially mounts for aftermarket 
accessories like highway pegs that may have wiggled loose from your hog’s wicked 
vibration. 
 
S (Stands) 
 
While side stands (and center stands if equipped) get a full letter in the T-CLOCS 
acronym, they arguably won’t be the thing that keeps you safe on the highway. Still, 
you don’t want a gummed up side stand to be the reason you drop your bike in 
front of a swarm of one-percenters in the supermarket parking lot. 
 
Before your first voyage, give the pivot joints a good shot of grease and make sure 
the stand actuates smoothly. You might even practice kicking it out a few times to 
refresh your muscle memory. 
You did it! Now you know your steed is as faithful, and you’re ripping and roaring 
and frothing at the mouth to hit the open road. But not so fast! Your bike may be in 
ship shape, but are you? 
 
Motorcycle Gear  
 
If you’re on an unavoidable collision path with a minivan driver who “didn’t see you,” 
it will be your helmet, not your side stand that saves your life. Inspect your lid for 
damage, because it won’t protect its contents more than once. Helmets lose their 
structural integrity—and usefulness—from everything from serious crashes to 
falling off of your coffee table onto hardwood floor. 
 
Helmets also have an expiration date. Snell recommends replacing one every five 
years, while other experts recommend more lenient intervals of up to eight years 
per lid. It’s a good time to remind yourself of when you bought yours and make sure 
it hasn’t aged out of its usefulness. You should also store your helmet in your 
house instead of the garage, unless it’s heated. 
 
Mind Over Asphalt 
 
Your wrist has likely accumulated some lead during the winter months, but that’s 
exactly why you should take it slow for your first few rides. Spring is one of the most 
dangerous times to be on a motorcycle: the roads are sandy and salty, motorists 
aren’t used to sharing them with bikes, and deer are skirting the shoulders looking 
for headlights to stare into. Adding an overzealous attitude to the mix is a great 
recipe for cutting your riding season short, or worse. 
 
 

https://ultimatemotorcycling.com/2019/04/12/arai-ram-x-review-open-face-motorcycle-touring-helmet/
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 Product of  the Month 
 

Handee Clamp Product of the Month 

 

Old motorcycles often have hard-to-reach nuts and bolts, hose clamps and other 

fiddley bits.   The Handee Clamp is here to help.  For example, we put a nut in the end 

and tightened the clamp, then used the tool to reach into a tough spot.    The tool holds 

the nut while you thread in the bolt from the other side.  The Handee Clamp measures 

10” X 5/8”.  Zinc coated ($18.50) or powder coated ($21.50).  Made in the U.S.A.  More 

info: Handee Clamp  

 

Contacts 
 
Vintage Iron Riders 
3985 N. 8th Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707  
https://www.virmc.com/  
 
Visit us on Facebook 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
President - George Tinkham  
Phone 217-753-2737   
Email coolbreeze@att.net    

 
Vice Pres - Branden Powell 
Phone 217-652-1419 
Email Powellb76@aol.com  
 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Phone 217-416-5575    
Email mandiu828@aol.com  
 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Phone 309-662-5371     
Email mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

Events - Melissa Rowley 

Phone 217-816-9275 
Email melissarowley73@gmail.com  
 

 
 

“Get your kicks on RT66!” 

. 

Classified Ads 
 Craig Ashbaugh is looking for a complete original exhaust for his 1985 

H-D FLHT.  The Numberson those mufflers are believed to be 65539-
86 and 65538-85 there is a left and a right.If you can help please get 
ahold of Craig at 217-652-6544 or CASHBAUGH@ASHBAUGH-
INC.COM 

 George Tinkham has 6 free motorcycle trophies.  Contact George at 
coolbreeze@att.net or 217-753-2727.  
  

  
 

Send your classified submissions to Mark Morrison at mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

 

 

 

https://www.handeeclamp.com/
https://www.virmc.com/
mailto:coolbreeze@att.net
mailto:Powellb76@aol.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:mandiu828@aol.com
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
mailto:melissarowley73@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020653317952869/
mailto:CASHBAUGH@ASHBAUGH-INC.COM
mailto:CASHBAUGH@ASHBAUGH-INC.COM
mailto:coolbreeze@att.net
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com

