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Vintage Iron Riders 
A Vintage Motorcycle Club founded in 2003 whose members are primarily located in 
Central Illinois 
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President’s Prattle   

Staying the Course  
  

May is here with warming weather and clear roads.  Yes, there is a reason that May is 
designated “Motorcycle Awareness Month.”  It may be a while before we can do 
things as a group because of COVID-19 restrictions; however, we can still kick the tires 
and light the fires – and enjoy our machines either solo or in small groups.  We are 
still expected to observe “social distancing” when stopped at signals, fueling, etc.  
  
As I mentioned last month, social and work restrictions may free some time that can 
be used to improve our machines, shops, etc.  Let’s make the most of the time and 
reach out to fellow members of Vintage Iron Riders if you need something or you are 
just feeling sociable.  With any luck we will still have our picnic later this year, perhaps 
combined with a wienie roast. 
  
Meanwhile, stay healthy and happy.  Use this extra time positively.  Reach out to 
fellow members.  Ride when you can, and work when you must.  Tomorrow will be 
come – it is just taking it’s time getting here! 
 
 

  
 
  

 

All meetings have been 
canceled for the foreseeable 
due to Covid-19.  We will 
provide notices when we 
reschedule.  Thanks for your 
understanding.  

Next Member Meeting 

Vintage Iron 



2 | P a g e  
 

VIR Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

The purpose of the 
organization is to promote the 
motorcycling interests of its 
members in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and civility. 
 
It includes helping establish 
contacts and communication 
with others whose 
experience, knowledge, and 
access to parts and materials 
might assist those members 
in the acquisition, restoration, 
maintenance, and use of 
antique and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 
Above all, the purpose of this 

club is to have fun! 

 

Monthly Board Meeting 
Reminder March 4th 

All meetings have been 
canceled for the foreseeable 
due to Covid-19.  We will 
provide notices when we 
reschedule.  Thanks for your 
understanding.  
 

Member Meeting Minutes 

 No May meeting minutes this month due to Covid-19  quarantine.   
 

Project Corner 

Please let us know about any projects you are working on.  We would love to include 
them in the newsletter.  Contact any Board Member or see to me at 
mmorr26407@aol.com. 
 
Just finished my converting my 1961 sprint into a Ala Verde replica. 
 
Mark 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Club Events  

 6/7/20 – Annual Club Picnic, Chatham South Park, Chatham, IL 11:00 am – 
2:00 pm. 

 9/5/20 – 9/6/20 -, VIR Park and Display at the Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. 
Fairgrounds 

 9/13/20 - Tail O'The Possum Ernie Langheim Memorial Hospice Benefit Ride.  
Chatham, IL 

 11/29/20 – Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Springfield, Il 
 
Other Upcoming Events of Interest 

 5/15/20 – Niehuas Cycle Sales Open House, Litchfield, IL 

 Rumble Around the Lake is scheduled again this year.  More details will be 
provided when available.  

 7/10/20 – 7/12/20 – AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course, Lexington, OH 

 8/22/20 – Peoria TT – Peoria, IL 

 9/3/20 – 9/5/20 - 49th Davenport Fall International Meet, The Mississippi Valley 
Fairgrounds, Davenport, IA  

 9/4/20 - 9/6/20 – Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 

 10/9/20 – 10/11/20 – Barber Vintage Festival, Barber Motorsports Park, Leeds, 
AL  

 

mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
https://www.niehauscycle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RumbleAroundTheLake/
http://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/
http://www.peoriamotorcycleclub.net/
http://www.chiefblackhawk.org/
https://www.springfieldmile.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/barber-vintage-festival/
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Member’s Adventure 

John Langheim attended this year’s Daytona Bike week.  John reports a decent turnout with more vintage bikes.  The 
trend seemed to be older and smaller bikes and scooters.  Several pictures are below.  The little yellow Cushman has a 
Chinese V twin in it...sounded and ran good....the rat chop was ridden from Missouri to Daytona on that bald car 
tire...the junk art bike just goes to show you can always make something out of an old bike.   Honda is back in  factory 
racing in the 500 cc class.  Yamaha, Kawasaki, Ducati are all increasing their involvement and word is Triumph is 
getting back into the scene.   
 
Food was good, people were friendly and everyone wanted to talk about the little Honda on the back of the car every 
time I stopped for gas. Heard great stories from vets who rode one while stationed at different locations around the 
world.  So much for social distancing.  Went down and back without any issues.  
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Tech Tip 
 

Motorcycle Safety Tips 
 
Make motorcycle riding safety your top priority! 
Operating a motorcycle takes different skills than driving a car; however, the laws of the road apply to every driver 
just the same. A combination of consistent education, regard for traffic laws and basic common sense can go a long 
way in helping reduce the amount of fatalities involved in motorcycle accidents on a yearly basis. It's important to 
understand some basic motorcycle safety tips to make sure your next ride is a safe one. 
 
Follow these tips for safe riding: 
 
Always wear a helmet with a face shield or protective eye wear. 
Wearing a helmet is the best way to protect against severe head injuries. A motorcycle rider not wearing a helmet is 
five times more likely to sustain a critical head injury. 
 
Wear appropriate gear. 
Make sure to wear protective gear and clothing that will minimize the amount of injuries in case of an accident or a 
skid. Wearing leather clothing, boots with nonskid soles, and gloves can protect your body from severe injuries. 
Consider attaching reflective tape to your clothing to make it easier for other drivers to see you. 
 
Follow traffic rules. 
Obey the speed limit; the faster you go the longer it will take you to stop. Be aware of local traffic laws and rules of 
the road. 
 
Ride Defensively 
Don't assume that a driver can see you, as nearly two-thirds of all motorcycle accidents are caused by a driver 
violating a rider's right of way. You should always ride with your headlights on; stay out of a driver's blind spot; signal 
well in advance of any change in direction; and watch for turning vehicles. 
 
Keep your riding skills honed through education. 
Complete a formal riding education program, get licensed and take riding courses from time to time to develop 
riding techniques and to sharpen your street-riding strategies. 
 
Be awake and ride sober. 
Don't drink and ride, you could cause harm to yourself and others. Additionally, fatigue and drowsiness can impair 
your ability to react, so make sure that you are well rested when you hit the road. 
 
Preparing To Ride 
Making sure that your motorcycle is fit for the road is just as important as practicing safe riding. Should something be 
wrong with your motorcycle, it will be in your best interest to find out prior to hitting the road. To make sure that 
your motorcycle is in good working order, check the following: 

 Tires: Check for any cracks or bulges, or signs of wear in the treads (low tire pressure or any defects could 
cause a blowout) 

 Under the motorcycle: Look for signs of oil or gas leaks 

 Headlight, taillight and signals: Test for high and low beams (make sure that all lights are functioning) 

 Hydraulic and Coolant fluids: Level should be checked weekly 

 Once you've mounted the motorcycle, complete the following checks: 
 Clutch and throttle: Make sure they are working smoothly (throttle should snap back when released)  



8 | P a g e  
 

VIR Newsletter 

 Mirrors: Clean and adjust all mirrors to ensure sharpest viewing 

 Brakes: Test front and rear brakes (each brake should feel firm and hold the motorcycle still when fully 
applied) 

 Horn: Test the horn 
 

Product of  the Month 
 

JIS Screws and Screwdrivers Product of the Month 
 
Do you strip the screws on Japanese Motorcycles when you try to remove them?  If so you are using the wrong 
screwdriver.  You need a JIS one.  What is a JIS? 

 
The JIS (Japanese Industrial Standard) screw is commonly found on Japanese motorcycles and equipment. Also called 
cross point screws  It looks like a Phillips screw, but is designed not to cam out and will therefore be damaged by a 
Phillips screwdriver if it is too tight  Heads are usually identified by a single dot or an “X” to one side of the cross slot. 
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Does your Phillips screwdriver “cam-out” and damage some screws? 
If so, it may NOT be a US Phillips® screw – it may be a “JIS” (Japanese Industrial 
Standard) type!   
 
Most people and companies outside of Japan have absolutely no idea what a JIS 
screw is, with a striking similarity to the appearance to Phillips screws JIS screws are 
often damaged in removing and installing because most people use a Phillips 
screwdriver on them when they should be using a JIS screwdriver.  JIS screws and 
drivers are not designed not to cam-out like Phillips do. 
 
Here’s a selection of JIS screwdrivers at Amazon.com. 

Screws can be purchased through Motion Pro. 

Contacts 
 
Vintage Iron Riders 
3985 N. 8th Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707  
https://www.virmc.com/  
 
Visit us on Facebook 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
President - George Tinkham  
Phone 217-753-2737   
Email coolbreeze@att.net    

 
Vice Pres - Branden Powell 
Phone 217-652-1419 
Email Powellb76@aol.com  
 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Phone 217-416-5575    
Email mandiu828@aol.com  
 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Phone 309-662-5371     
Email mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

Events - Melissa Rowley 

Phone 217-816-9275 
Email melissarowley73@gmail.com  
 

 
 

“Get your kicks on RT66!” 

. 

Classified Ads 
 

Send your classified submissions to Mark Morrison at mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/14DPcgG
https://amzn.to/14DPcgG
https://www.motionpro.com/c/pan-head-screws
https://www.virmc.com/
mailto:coolbreeze@att.net
mailto:Powellb76@aol.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:mandiu828@aol.com
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
mailto:melissarowley73@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020653317952869/
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com

