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VINTAGE IRON 

The Newsletter of the Vintage Iron Riders 
June, 2012 

www.virmc.com 

President - George Tinkham, Phone:  789-1192 or 753-2737; Email:  coolbreeze@att.net 

Vice Pres. – Roy Sims, Phone: 546-1428; Email:  roy.sims@comcast.net 
Treasurer - Gary Underfanger, Phone: 528-9905; Email:  goog1965@comcast.net 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor – Tommy Knox, Phone: 529-2655 knox5fam@gmail.com 
Activities Director – Mark Morrison – Phone:  309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com 

 

June 20 – Monthly VIR Meeting at the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

 7:00 pm 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0612.pdf 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
George Tinkham – President’s Prattle 

 
Details 

  

In last month’s “President’s Prattle,” I mentioned that  modern motorcycles might be a bit more reliable than older bikes.  What I 

could have added was that reliability is related to how carefully an older motorcycle is maintained.  Let’s face it: new bikes 

almost have to be reliable because they are manufactured under controlled conditions with new parts. 

  

Most of our older machines are primarily old parts with replacement parts or repairs only where we think they are needed.  
Unfortunately, we are not aware of the need for replacement or repair until something goes wrong.  That, unfortunately, can occur 

only when the motorcycle is in use – usually at an event some distance from home. 

  

This happened with the front wheel bearing keeper on my ’48 Indian Chief.  The doggone thing worked fine for ~60 years and – 

without warning – came undone on our annual “Ride to Ron’s.”  When we reassembled the bearing, we drilled and pinned the keeper 

into place so it could never unscrew itself again.  If they had done that at the factory, this would never have happened; however, 

Indian probably did not anticipate the bike would still be in use in the 21st Century. 

  

Other equipment failures probably could have been anticipated if the owner had just paid a bit more attention to certain details.  A 

few years ago, I rode my ’56 Harley KHK on the Ride to Ron’s.  Before we left, I knew the voltage regulator was putting out too 

much voltage, but I rode it anyway.  Well, the excessive voltage boiled the battery, causing it to puke sulfuric acid on various 
surfaces, including the ground wire, reducing its thickness. 

  

I replaced the battery & voltage regulator and cleaned & painted the areas touched by the acid.  I did not, however, replace the thin 

ground wire.  Why should I?  After all, it worked in the shop.  Hmm, you can probably see where this is going. 
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Well, the KHK was running fine until I turned on the headlight.  This put more demand on the thin ground wire than it could stand, 

causing it to burn out – and the bike to stop running.  Looking back, I probably should have foreseen this problem.  After all, the thin 

wire was obvious, and I know that a 6 volt system requires relatively heavy wires.  Fortunately, Cuyler and Emily Coleman were 

riding with me, and fortunately the breakdown happened near the Tuxhorn farm where we received hospitality, tools, and a new 

wire.  We fixed the bike and were back on the road with warm memories of new friends and a better appreciation of the need to pay 

attention to details. 
  

Now that summer is almost here, we are blessed with opportunities to enjoy our motorcycles and fellow members of Vintage Iron 

Riders.  There are rides, shows, meetings, and informal get-togethers ahead.  We can look forward to relaxing and having fun.  While 

you are doing that, remember to take care of the details.  They can help your good times stay fun. 
  

 
ACTIVITIES 

 
June 15  American All Star National Flat Track, Peoria Speedway, Peoria, IL 
June 16  Virden Car & Bike Show, Virden, IL – Registration begins at 8:00 am 
June 15-16  Mods and Rockers Reunion, Chicago, IL 
June 17  American All Star National Flat Track, Peoria TT, Peoria, IL 
June 18  Ride to Work Day 
June 22-24  Ashland summer Days 
 
 
Mark Morrison is working on posting activities on the VIR website.  If you have any activities that you would like to see the club 
involved in or think members might be interested in, please let Mark know. 

 

 
 

        PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:  MEETING PLACE CHANGE   
 

The Funny Bone is closing down (another casualty of the economy) so our June regular meeting will be at 
the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center (the old Holiday in South) at 625 E. St. Joseph Street in Southern 
View. 
 

 
Ride to Work Day 

 
"Ride to Work Day" is Monday, June 18th.  If you can, please ride your vintage/antique motorcycle to work on the 18th and have a 
photo taken.  AMCA often publishes photos of its members who participate in this event.  Also, your photo may be published 
on  http://www.ridetowork.org/.  Who knows?  It might even be published in Vintage Iron. 

 

 
Virden Car and Bike Show 

 
The VIR will have a presence at the Virden Car and Bike Show on Saturday, June 16.  We will be judging and registering bikes for the 
show.  Registration begins at 8:00 am and judging will be at 2:00 pm.  There are several categories – something for everyone.  Take a 
nice ride down Route 4 and spend a few hours chatting with friends and admiring motorcycles. 

 

 
 

Picnic Follow-Up 
 
We had a nice turnout on a beautiful day in a great, lake setting for our annual picnic.  The pork was delicious, the sides were 
abundant, and some members were even caught napping after lunch.  We had twenty-four (24) motorcycles in the driveway at one 
time.  Nineteen (19) motorcycles left for a 42-mile ride around Sangamon and Christian Counties.  Thank you, LeRoy Solomon, for 
planning and leading the ride.  Pictures have been sent to the VIR website.  Check it out!  Mike Scarborough gets a special mention for 
riding the farthest on the oldest bike. 

 

http://www.ridetowork.org/
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“Vintage Visdom” 
 

Most motorcycle problems are caused by the nut that connects the handlebars to the saddle.   

~Author Unknown 

 
 

Bikes don't leak oil, they mark their territory.  ~Author Unknown 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Dog House/Break Time 

May 16, 2012 

 

Social hour from 7:00-7:15.  Pledge of allegiance taken at 7:15, cell phone silenced, motion passed to approve April minutes. 

Picnic:  The annual picnic will be May 19 at Tommy and Tracy Knox’s home.  Food will be available from 11:30-2:00.  Leroy Solomon has mapped out a 

42-mile ride to begin at 2:00 pm, concluding back at Tommy’s at 4:00 pm.  Several potential new members have expressed a desire to attend.   

Springfield Mile Park and Display:  Will be held on May 27.  The kickstand pucks are in – nice job Roy.  Roy, Goog and Tommy (and anyone else who 

is available) will help clean up the site on Saturday, May 26 at 9:00 am.  We have new bunting for our table display.  It is high quality material and 

should last for a long time.  Mark Morrison reported on the June 2 motorcycle museum run to Anamosa, Iowa.  Anyone interested should contact him. 

Events: 

There will be a cruise at LLCC in June.  This is not a club-sponsored event, but anyone who wants to go should consult the Illinois Times for details. 
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Virden Bike Show – June 16.  Registration begins at 8:00 am.  Judging at 2:00 pm.  The VIR will be responsible for set up and judging.  There are nine 

(9) categories for awards.  This is a club event and all members are encouraged to participate.  Dave Reischauer will have a table and is helping 

coordinate this event. 

Quaker Steak & Lube Bike Night – The possibility of a having a meeting night on a Thursday at Bike Night was not favorably received since it would too 

noisy to conduct a meeting.  Members did express a desire to do a display on a Thursday night.  Roy Sims will check with Quaker Stead to see what 

would work for them. 

New Meeting Location:  Donny B’s Funny Bone is closing business but has accommodated the VIR by making a room available at the Route 66 Motel 

and Conference Center on South 6
th
 Street (this is where the club began many years ago). The June meeting will be held at the Route 66 Motel and 

Conference Center. 

New Members:  Daniel Griffith of Jacksonville, who applied for membership without a sponsor, has not responded to calls or emails.  His check for dues 

is being held until contact is made with him.  Knox sent a third email on Wednesday (5/16) night to invite him to the annual picnic.  

Motion was made and approved to sponsor dues for any member serving in active duty in the armed forces of the United States of America.  Member 

Joel Stuemke is proudly serving and we are proud to have him as the first beneficiary. 

It was noted that a Wounded Warrior benefit will be held on June 9 at VFW on the Old Jack Road.  Members were encouraged to support this event. 

Delinquent Dues:  Motion was made and approved to publish in the June newsletter the names of all delinquent members and to remove from the 

membership roster those members not paid by June 30.  This is not to embarrass anyone, but to give notice.  

Treasurer’s Report:  There is a balance of $2,559.31 in the general fund and $1,108.00 in the Jeff White Memorial Fund for a total balance of 

$4,367.31. 

Product Order:  A new batch of tee shirts was made available at this meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.  Sheila Roderick won the $34.00 50/50 drawing. 

Respectfully Submitted, Tommy Knox 
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