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Vintage Iron Riders 
A Vintage Motorcycle Club founded in 2003 whose members are primarily located in 
Central Illinois 
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President’s Prattle    
It’s About Time! 

– or – 
Too Much / Too Soon? 

 
Vintage Iron Riders will have its first general meeting on Monday, July 20th.  It will 
start at 7:30 PM and be held at Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill, & Museum (600 
Toronto Rd, Springfield, IL 62711).  Please note that the place, time, and date are all 
different than usual because: 
 

 Top Cat’s does not have a sheltered outdoor facility.  With COVID-19 safety 
concerns, your executive board decided that indoor eating would be too 
risky.  Shelter is needed in the event a popup storm strikes.  Ron Metzger 
(owner of Motorheads) promised us the use of the semi-open sheltered area 
attached to the north side of the restaurant. 

 The meeting will start ½ hour later (7:30 vs 7 o’clock) because it will be 
slightly cooler then and because the sun will not be as intense.  Yes, this will 
make a small difference, but it should make our meeting more comfortable. 

 Monday evening was chosen because Motorheads cannot make the shelter 
available on Wednesdays.  Monday tends to be their least busy day; so, we 
chose that day to accommodate the restaurant. 
 

Please bear in mind that this meeting is both an experiment and a compromise.  If 
you do not feel comfortable in attending the meeting, there will be no stigma 
attached to you for deciding not to come.  If, when you get there, you are not 
satisfied that the conditions are safe, there will be no pressure for you to stay.  You 
always have the option of leaving the meeting at any time. 
 
Neither Vintage Iron Riders nor Motorheads can guarantee you will be safe from 
infection at this meeting.  All we can do is try our best to provide a reasonable venue 
for our meeting.  We hope members will maintain social distancing and take other 
precautions as recommended by Center for Disease Control and the local health 
department.  I intend to wear a face mask, for example.  Also, if I am not comfortable 
with conditions at the meeting, I will turn the meeting over to vice president Branden 
Powell, and I will leave. 
 
  
 
  

 

July 20 at 7:30pm.  Note the 
location change to Route 66 
Motorheads Bar, Grill, & 
Museum (600 Toronto Rd, 
Springfield, IL 62711   

Next Member Meeting 

Vintage Iron 



2 | P a g e  
 

VIR Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The purpose of this 
organization is to promote the 
motorcycling interests of its 
members in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and civility. 
 
It includes helping establish 
contacts and communication 
with others whose 
experience, knowledge, and 
access to parts and materials 
might assist those members 
in the acquisition, restoration, 
maintenance, and use of 
antique and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 
Above all, the purpose of this 

club is to have fun! 

 

Monthly Board Meeting 
Reminder  

All regularly scheduled 
meetings have been 
canceled for the foreseeable 
due to Covid-19.  We are 
meeting once a month to 
discuss club business.  
Please ask one of the officers 
for more details if you would 
like to attend. 
 

Member Meeting Minutes 

 No June meeting minutes this month due to Covid-19 quarantine.   
 

Project Corner 

Please let us know about any projects you are working on.  We would love to include 
them in the newsletter.  Contact any Board Member or see to me at 
mmorr26407@aol.com. 
 

Upcoming Club Events  

 9/5/20 – 9/6/20 -, VIR Park and Display at the Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. 
Fairgrounds 

 9/13/20 - Tail O'The Possum Ernie Langheim Memorial Hospice Benefit Ride.  
Chatham, IL 

 11/29/20 – Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run.  Springfield, Il 
 
Other Upcoming Events of Interest 

 8/22/20 – Peoria TT – Peoria, IL 

 9/4/20 - 9/6/20 – Springfield Mile, Springfield, IL. Fairgrounds 

 10/9/20 – 10/11/20 – Barber Vintage Festival, Barber Motorsports Park, Leeds, 
AL  

 

We will address a number of things at this meeting, including: 
 

 Springfield Mile races in September.  How will we function and how do 
we have our motorcycles there both Saturday and Sunday? 

 V.I.R. Christmas Party set for December 4th. 

 Weiner roast in the fall? 

 Reports on rides and projects – and on members. 

 Whether this temporary arrangement makes sense, and what changes 
should be made for future meetings. 

  
This should be an enjoyable meeting with good food and camaraderie.  Please order 
something to eat or drink, and remember to tip generously.  This has been a rough 
few months financially for restaurants and their employees.  We definitely want to be 
welcomed back. 
  
Speaking of being welcomed back, this is not intended to be a permanent 
change.  The changes for this month are simply being made to accommodate our 
need to enjoy each other’s company while observing safety protocols.  Hopefully, this 
approach will work for us.  We owe it to ourselves to be safe and to have a good 
time.  Remember, the purpose of Vintage Iron Riders is to have fun, and life tends to 
be more fun when you are healthy. 

 

mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1491009324526836/about/
http://www.peoriamotorcycleclub.net/
https://www.springfieldmile.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/barber-vintage-festival/
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Tech Tip 
 
Motorcycle Oil Selection and Guidelines 
 
A few basic steps can help you avoid expensive engine failures.   A typical motorcycle dealership includes 
several different engine oil options to choose from.  And once you select a brand, how do you select the best 
formula for your bike.   
 
The correct oil is critical to the performance and longevity of your motorcycle engine .  Whether you are 
new to riding or a seasoned veteran, you likely have questions:  

 Is it necessary to buy “motorcycle specific” oil or is cheaper automotive oil just fine?  

 I own a cruiser, sportbike and a motocross bike; do I need different oil for each?  

 How often do I need to change my oil? Is it okay to mix different oil to top off my bike?  

 This discussion is specific to four-stroke motorcycle engines as two-strokes have completely 
different oil needs 

 

Do I need to use “motorcycle-specific” oil?  
 
The bottom line is, yes.  You should use motorcycle-specific oil.  Motorcycle engines have a completely 
different architecture than an automotive engine.  “The unique aspect of motorcycle architecture is that 
there is usually a common lubricant sump for the engine, wet clutch and transmission .  In a normal 
automotive setup, there are specific fluids for each piece of hardware, housed in separate sumps where 
they will (hopefully) never comingle.  These fluids include the engine oil, which only has to be concerned 
with the engine, an ATF or manual transmission fluid (or perhaps no fluid if a dry manual tranny) for the 
transmission and then gear oil for the rear end.  
 
“A motorcycle engine oil used in common-sump architectures must do the duties of all these fluids at once, 
simultaneously meeting the performance demands of the engine, clutch and gearbox .  This is a lot to ask of 
a single fluid, especially since the total quantity of engine oil available to lubricate these components is 
severely limited by space.  Add in the fact that many of the performance requirements of the individual 
components are at odds with one another and you’re left with a unique and challenging problem that 
requires a tailor-made fluid to meet each requirement as optimally as possible, while minimizing any 
detriment to the aforementioned opposing demands.”  
 
“Passenger-car motor oil (PCMO) and motorcycle oil are similar from a base-oil standpoint but very 
different when it comes to additives.  PCMO is not formulated for use in vehicles with a ‘wet’ clutch, found 
in nearly every motorcycle engine.  Motorcycle oils utilize ‘friction additives’ to enable the motorcycle’s 
metal and fiber clutch discs to ‘grip’ each  other, allowing for the controlled transfer of power from crank to 
transmission.  Look for oils with true JASO certifications.  Without ‘friction additives’ a motorcycle’s wet 
clutch will not ‘lock up’ and will continuously slip under load.”  
 
How about Shell Rotella? This seems to be a popular choice for four-stroke motorcycles, and it is less expensive 
than most motorcycle oils. 
 
If you search online discussions regarding motorcycle oils, you will likely find a lot of people recommending 
Shell Rotella.  This is a product that was designed for diesel truck and automotive engines, which create a 
lot of soot and contaminants in the oil.  Diesel engines typically have long intervals between oil changes as 
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well, so Rotella includes a lot of detergents and addit ives to combat these issues that are specific to that 
type of engine.  Those properties may be good for the clutch and some internal parts on a motorcycle but 
will typically result in some reduction in power, the opposite of many online claims.  
 
Shell Rotella has a bit of a cult following, especially among off-road motorcycle riders.  It is designed for diesel 
engines and does NOT meet the recommended oil specifications from the motorcycle manufacturers.   
 
Some people say that is okay since they want longevity over power but in practical use, it does seem to 
have an opposite effect.  According to Alexander Smith, son of the legendary Malcolm Smith and general 
manager of Malcolm Smith Motorsports, “When we have a motor failure with one of the bikes in o ur 
service department or customer bikes on our regular Baja rides, 90 percent of the time they are using 
Rotella.” Rotella does not meet the manufacturer guidelines for motorcycles (so you could have warranty 
issues if you have a mechanical failure) and this real-world info from a multi-line dealership is enough for 
us to recommend using motorcycle specific oils and not Rotella.  
 
Once you choose a brand of motorcycle oil, how do you select the best oil among the various options; synthetic, 
semi synthetic, ester, etc., and is it worth it to buy the more premium options?  
 
The first step is to check the owner’s manual for your bike .  The manufacturers designate specific oil 
guidelines for each bike.  Not using an oil that meets those guidelines will likely void your warranty but 
more importantly, the incorrect oil will likely negatively impact performance or the wear of your internal 
engine parts. 
 
The owner’s manual will sometimes suggest their house or partner brand, but they will not require a 
specific brand (they are not allowed, by law, to specify a brand) but usually list a specific viscosity grade, or 
a selection of viscosity grades based on ambient temperatures, a minimum level of quality (API SL/JASO 
MA, for example) and sometimes a designation of base oil type (mineral, semi -synthetic or full-synthetic).  
Especially while your bike is under warranty, they both suggest sticking  strictly to oils that meet those 
guidelines.  If your bike is past the warranty period, it is still good to stick with those manufacturer 
recommendations since they designed the motor and know the specific needs .  If the manufacturer 
specifically recommends petroleum-based oil, use that as some internal seals require that to “swell” in size 
and work properly. 
 
If the motorcycle manufacturer does not specify mineral, synthetic, or semi -synthetic, it is open to you to 
choose.  Generally, a synthetic oil will have a longer life than a mineral-based oil. 
 
When it comes to the viscosity ratings, again it is best to stick with the manufacturer recommendations, 
but in a pinch, it is the second number or “summer” rating that is most critical since that is t he typical 
operating temperature.  So, if the manufacturer recommended oil is a 10W-50, you could use a 15W-50 as 
that first “W” number is most critical at startup in cold temperatures.  
 
 “If no composition specifics are given in the manual, then the user can default to their riding style and 
expectations as to which oil to use.  If the manual only specifies a 10W-40 meeting JASO MA, for example, 
the user could choose mineral Premium 10W-40, semi-synthetic Syn Blend 10W-40, full-syn Pro Plus 10W-
40 or the full-syn, pure race oil Extra 10W-40.  Premium is probably sufficient for most riding under this 
scenario, but if the user wants a little additional oil durability, Syn Blend would be a good choice .  If they 
run the bike hard, frequent the track, and want the longevity of a synthetic, Pro Plus would be more ideal .  
If they strictly race the bike and rebuild the engine frequently, Extra would be the best choice to get that 
slight competitive edge.” 
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After consulting your owner’s manual for the recommended oil type, you still have several options among brands.  
Generally, the higher-cost synthetic oils will hold up better in extreme conditions.   
 
 “This is a ‘pay now or pay later question.’ For example, a KTM 350 S -XF owner’s manual specifies 10-hour 
service intervals but only if you run a full PAO & double ester-based engine oil (Cross Power 4T 10W50 is 
the full PAO & double ester-based oil in the Motorex line).  PAO is derived from natural-gas molecules and, 
together with esters, handles heat much better than petroleum derived base oils.   
 
If you ride your bike for 40 hours, with the recommended 10-hour service interval, one liter of oil at $19.50 
+ the oil filter (about $8) equals $27.50 times four oil changes for a total of $110 .  If you use the less 
expensive Group 3 based oil, your recommended service interval goes down to four hours, so the $15 oil 
plus filter equals $23 times 10 oil changes for a total cost of $230.  And in the extreme case, a Group 2 
(mineral) based oil cost only $5 per liter plus the filter of $8, but the recommended service interval drops 
to just one hour, so it will cost just $13 per oil change but with 40 changes over 40 hours, your total cost is 
$520, not to mention the time and disposal of a lot more oil .  Do your motorcycle, your wallet, and the 
environment a favor by using the highest-quality engine oil available to you.”  
 
If you just need to top off your bike between oil changes, is it critical to use the same oil that you used for the last 
oil change?  
 
It is best to use the same oil if possible, but if you are not positive about what you used or if you don’t have 
that same oil but have something similar, it will not hurt to mix oils .  It should be the recommended 
viscosity but will mix even if it is not the same.  This is true even for mixing synthetic and petroleum-based 
oil.  It is better to have the proper amount of oil than be concerned about having the exact same oil.  
 
In Conclusion 
 
You should definitely use the specific motorcycle rated oil recommended in your owner’ s manual and the 
more premium, synthetic options available for the various oil brands are likely worth the money due to the 
longer service intervals necessary (unless your owner’s manual specifically recommends petroleum -based 
oil).  And if you need to top it off, it is ideal to use the same oil brand/viscosity/type of oil, but if you don’t 
have that, it is okay to use other motorcycle oils although that should be the same viscosity .                
NOTE: Changing the oil-based on the recommended operating hours in the owner’s manual is also very 
important and cheap insurance against serious failures.  And if you run your bike harder or in extreme 
conditions, it is also best to change it sooner than the recommendations .   
 
 

Classified Ads 
 

Send your classified submissions to Mark Morrison at mmorr26407@aol.com  

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
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Contacts 
 
Vintage Iron Riders 
3985 N. 8th Street Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707  
https://www.virmc.com/  
 
Visit us on Facebook 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
President - George Tinkham  
Phone 217-753-2737   
Email coolbreeze@att.net    

 
Vice Pres - Branden Powell 
Phone 217-652-1419 
Email Powellb76@aol.com  
 
Treasurer - Mandi Powell 
Phone 217-416-5575    
Email mandiu828@aol.com  
 
Sec/ News/Web - Mark Morrison 
Phone 309-662-5371     
Email mmorr26407@aol.com  
 

Events - Melissa Rowley 

Phone 217-816-9275 
Email melissarowley73@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

“Get your kicks on RT66!” 

. 

Product of  the Month 
 
SMART BRAKE MODULE 
 
FLASHES YOUR BRAKE LIGHT WHEN SPEED DECREASES DUE TO ENGINE BRAKING OR 
DOWN-SHIFTING 
 
Smart Brake Module is a small electronic device, which senses when the bike is slowing 
down by the means of engine braking or down-shifting and it activates the brake light. 
Smart Brake Module uses accelerometer and motion detection sensors combined with 
proprietary algorithm to detect when you are engine-braking or down-shifting. 
 
It’s an intelligent system that doesn’t interfere with the actual brake light operation. 
It simply senses when the bike is slowing down and operates the brake light in the 
situations when you’re not actually applying the brake. 
 
You can choose between 2 options for the operation of the Smart Brake Module – 
FLASHING and STEADY mode. 

 

 

TAKE ME TO STORE 

 

https://www.virmc.com/
mailto:coolbreeze@att.net
mailto:Powellb76@aol.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:jimfeagans@gmail.com
mailto:mandiu828@aol.com
mailto:mmorr26407@aol.com
mailto:melissarowley73@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020653317952869/
https://safer-turn.com/product/smart-brake-module/
https://safer-turn.com/product/smart-brake-module/

