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Upcoming Events 
 

June 17th--Monthly meeting at the Funny Bone building on W. White Oaks Dr, Spfld, Il . 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 
http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0609.pdf 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

                                                          George Tinkham - President        
                                               
                                                                  No Excuses! 
 
It is gorgeous outside, and I just filed the appellate brief in A.B.A.T.E.’s lawsuit to protect Cycle Rider 
Safety Training funds.  I have a speaking engagement in Galesburg in a few hours, and my bike is 
not packed yet.  Why, then, am I in front of the computer?  Hmm, I really don’t have a good excuse; 
so, I’ll keep this short. 
  
It was great seeing so many V.I.R. members at the Freedom Rally in Springfield on May 3rd.  These 
events are a natural way to show off our machines.  My ’48 Chief and Harvey’s K model Harley were 
the only flatheads (motorcycles, that is) there.  Goog, Leroy, Zoo Dave, Mick, and Tommy (I hope I 
didn’t miss anyone.) had their ultra modern OVH machines there to show that this club does not 
focus only on obsolete technology.  What is great is that we had several of our members on their 
fine, older machines participating in the event.  I wish you all could have been there. 
  
Please, do not let this riding / show season pass you by.  If you need help finishing your project, just 
turn to a fellow V.I.R. member.  If you cannot find the help you need, please tell your plight to us at 
the next meeting.  
  
Well, that is my attempt a leadership for this month.  It is time to ride!   
  

  
George Tinkham  
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” 

“Vintage Visdom” 

                                            “ I see myself as 39, but you don't notice it.”  

                                                                                 

                                                                                  

                                                         Activities 
          Goog Underfanger 

Activities: 
 

I’ve only got a few things. But remember, if anyone hears of something going on that would 

interest the rest of our members, let me know and I will include it in my Activities article. My 

phone numbers are: 

  
 (217)-528-9905 (home) 

 (217)-341-5550 (cell) 

  
First, I would like to thank everyone that came to the Springfield Mile, Vintage Corral.  

We had a good showing from VIR. We had a lot of people looking around and asking about the 

VIR.  Thank you all for showing up. (GOOD JOB!) 

  

 Up Coming Events: 
  
June 11 -  Stan Hall ask if our club would like to set up a display of our Motorcycles, Thursday 

night from 3:00pm to 8:30pm to start off the State HOG Rally. More at the meeting. 

  

June 13-14 - AHARMA at Road America 

  

June 14 - 2nd Leg of The Lincoln Circuit Ride. Starting time is 9:00am at Postville Courthouse 

in Lincoln IL. And will finish later that day @ Monticello IL.  Contact George Tinkham (753-

2737) for more information. 

  

June 20- Vintage M/C Show at Marshal IL. 

  

June 27 - ABATE State Party and Bike Show @ Altamont IL. 

  

June 28 - Ashland Village Festival, Please notify an E Board staff by June 15
th

 if you plan 

to attend 

  

June 26-27 Show and Cruise at Mechanicsburg.            T 

  

I think this is enough for now, I’ll see ya at the meeting Goog. 



                                                                       

 

 
FROM THE EDITOR- 

MOTORCYCLE HISTORY  

                                                             BMW Motorcycles 

I think at this printing we have 5 BMW owners in our club. All vitage BMW’s in our club are known as 
“airheads.” The pistons, horozontally opposed and pushing against each other, are directly at 
right/left angles to the airflow.  Helps keep things nice and cool…   Analogous to marriage isnt it?   
Although my two X wives will not concur, I say, “Get your hands on an“airhead” and hang on to it.”  

The legendary German marque is well known for its automobiles but actually, its roots are in motorcycles. 
BMW’s first motorcycle, the R32, debuted in 1923, and its Flat-Twin engine layout is still used in its current 

lineup. The BMW name is known for premium motorcycles that can go long distances; really long distances.     

BMW R32 (1923 to 1926) 

The R32  had a flat-twin two-cylinder side-valve 'boxer' engine design. The 494cc R32 had an exposed 'cardan' 

driveshaft final drive, and a three-speed transmission. The chassis had a rigid tubular-frame with sprung seat, 

and twin-cantilever front suspension. 
 

    
1923 BMW R32 494 cc Horizontally-Opposed Twin 

The flat-twin engine's longitudinal crankshaft enabled the final drive-shaft to be driven directly from the 

gearbox. There was no front brake on the original R32, and the rear brake was a large friction-type ring 

mounted to the rear wheel, that was slowed by wooden blocks. 
The R32's two-cylinder four-stroke 'boxer' engine produced 8.5 hp at 3,200 rpm, generating a top speed of 60 

mph (96 km/h). A total of 3,090 units were produced in the R32's 3 year production cycle. 

In 1925, BMW introduced the 250cc R39, using its first proprietary single-cylinder engine. All BMW 

motorcycles were manufactured at the BMW Motorradwerke's (motorcycles works) factory in München 



(Munich), where over 440,000 motorcycles were built between 1922 and 1969, when the motorcycle factory 

was moved to Berlin. 

 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF  

MEETING 
Vintage Iron Riders 

Comedy Club 
May 20, 2009 

 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:20 PM by president Tinkham.   

 

The club acknowledged a respect and love of our country by participating in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

Goog inquired as to how many club members planned on appearing at our display at the “Spfld 

Mile.”  Goog also introduced club member Dave Reischauer, who along with Tommy Garber, 

intend on sponsoring a fall event at Beaver Damn State Park.  Dave states he has been in 

contact with a representative with DNR and the rental cost will be but $25.00.   Additional 

information and solidification of event date will be forthcoming.  

 

Mike Irwin, Treasurer, confirmed the club had riches beyond most comparable small clubs.  

*Almost like money grows on trees isn’t it?  That’s how it works in Washington.   

 

Club member Todd Wallbaum spoke and invited VIR club members to present a display of our 

fine vintage machines at the June 28
th
 “Ashland Community Days” celebration.  Todd said 

town committee/organizers have invited the club and will provide lunches to attending 

members.  Todd asks that attending members RSVP as soon as possible.   

 

In a related theme, Bob Tapscott announced that he received an invitation from the town of 

Mechanicsburg who has also invited the VIR club to display our bikes.  This event will take 

place on June 27
th
.    

 

President Tinkham explained the departure of past VP, Jim Trader, and thanked him for his 

service.  George then nominated club long time member Roy Sims as the new vice president of 

VIR.  Club members overwhelmingly approved the nomination.   Welcome Roy…    

 

Present at the May meeting was four potential new members.  The applicants are: Sara Hudgins 

and Joel Stuemke (1978 Honda 754), Josh Winters (1974 Honda Saber), and Ron Pace (1981 

Harley Sturgis). 

 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M.   

 

 

Tommy Garber, Secretary/Editor 
 



* Tommy Garber 
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