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Upcoming Events 
 

July 21st--Monthly meeting at the Funny Bone building on W. White Oaks Dr, Spfld, Il . 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0710.pdf 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

                                                          George Tinkham - President        
                                                              Where Does the Time Go? 

 

Here it is in the middle of the riding season and we are besieged with numerous motorcycling events almost every weekend.  We also 

have work, family, social, and civic obligations that vie for our time.  How do we fit it all in? 

 

The simple answer is that we don‟t – we have to make compromises.  When my children were young and my job made great 

demands, I was lucky to attend 2 or 3 motorcycle events a year.  Also, most of my riding was either work related or for essential 

transportation.  We had only one car, but two adults and two children.  The ‟48 Chief and, later, the ‟64 BMW were fun – but they 

also were our “second car.” 

 
Life is a little more laid back now:  Work demands are more voluntary than mandatory.  Our little boys have grown into fine young 

men; so, baseball games and PTA no longer fill my calendar.  I even have a pickup to keep me dry and comfortable when the wife is 

using our car during inclement weather.  Also, my vintage long distance bike (‟84 Moto Guzzi V65Sp) is so reliable that I barely 

have to kick the tires before launching into a weekend trip. 

 

With all the changes that should make life simpler and easier, it would seem that I would not have to miss attending motorcycling 

events.  Well, that might be the case if we still had the number of events that were here 25-30 years ago.  The number of motorcycle 

organizations and their events has skyrocketed in the past few decades to the point that we now have several events locally almost 

every weekend during the riding season.  Also, many charities and civic groups use motorcycling events to raise funds for their 

causes. 

 

All of this can be a good thing.  We can pick and choose in which events we want to participate.  We no longer have weekends with 
nowhere to go because our riding buddy is on vacation with his family.  We are also blessed with a variety of things to do, ranging 

from poker runs to parties to swap meets to shows.  Because this is an election year, politicians are crawling out of the woodwork 

seeking bikers to ride in parades for them. 

 

With so much going on, something has to give.  We simply cannot attend every function.  Job, family, and health always have to 

come first.  It is too bad that all our members cannot attend every meeting and all our events, but perfect attendance is not the goal of 

this club.  Vintage Iron Riders is a great device for sharing experiences, for getting help on projects, and most of all for having fun.   

 

So, do not worry if life‟s demands take you away from us at times.  Just do what you can and enjoy yourself.  Like life, that is what 

V.I.R. is all about.  Just remember: if you are not at a V.I.R. function, we will talk about you!        George Tinkham 

mailto:roy.sims@comcast.net


 

 
” 

“Vintage Visdom 
“Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to have for lunch.   Liberty is a well -

armed lamb, contesting the vote. 
 Benjamin Franklin 

 

                                                                                  

                                                      Activities 
          Bob (Harvey) Tapscott 

Activities: 
 

I‟ve only got a few things. But remember, if anyone hears of something going on that would 

interest the rest of our members, let me know and I will include it in my Activities article. My 

phone numbers are: 

  
 (217)-528-9905 (home) 

 (217)-341-5550 (cell) 

  
First, I would like to thank everyone that came to the VIR picnic.  We had a good showing 

from VIR, had a lot of people and had a wonderful day.  

  

Up Coming Events: 
  
July 31 -  AHRMA Road Race-Bluegrass Motorsports Park in Sparta GA.  

 

Sept 4 & 5- Spfld Mile -  VIR will host our wonderful event so be sure you can come out 

and display you machines.   

 

Sept 2-5- AMCA Swap Meet in Davenport IA.ba, Stan Hall asked if our club would like to 

set up a display of our motorcycles, Thursday night from 3:00 P.M. to 8:30 P. to start off the 

State HOG Rally.  More at the meeting. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
FROM THE EDITOR- 

MOTORCYCLE HISTORY  

Tall Tales 

                                                     “ON SALE”   /   “FOR SALE”                                                                       

 

Now which is it really?  While at university I took a session in „Logic and the Fallacy of Composition.” I 

emerged mostly awake to those who would take you and me for granted.  And do you still have parents?  Uh 

huh! Begin to watch and listen closely… You only need tune in to virtually all media and voilà…  

 

It‟s this weekend only… Come in while supplies last. Only the first 100 shoppers/callers will be afforded this 

deal.  It‟s free!  Pay only the shipping.   Save 70% now… Fully guaranteed… Learn how to make thousands at 

home…  No college degree necessary... Our knives never need sharpening…   Time share properties are worth 

your thought… Nixon was not a crook…  You can enhance your manhood…  A young Russian girl, who is 

strictly monogamist, is awaiting your interest.  Woody Allen did not marry his daughter (it was his 

stepdaughter).  Earn your degree in weeks, at home, without study.  I did not have sex with that woman.  

Mickey never had sex with Minnie.  And lastly yes, story is he left his white gloves on all the time.   
   

Hope you are having the best of summer. We have had some great events, one of which was the Virden 

Car/Bike show sponsored buy our VIR brother, Dave Reischauer.  We will have new photos of our recent 

events posted on the VIR website next week so have a look.  

 
To prevent your thought of me as redundantly redundant, I now tune away from the woes of 

advertisement/deception so prevalent in our society and present something worth while.  This article is 

presented by our long time member Lisa Casson‟s husband and club member himself, Bill Casson.  You will 

find it is wonderful.   
HACKR 1   

Rides Again 
 

By Bill Casson  

(husband of Lisa Casson, son-in-law of Dave Yost) 

 

 Well it was two years ago on the sixth of July that we lost Dave Yost. I thought it would be nice to 

remember Dave and share one of his favorite “tall tales”. A tale he would ask me to repeat many times. 

 

 I first met Dave about twenty years ago when Lisa and I started dating. It was the same year my Dad 

died and it was a seamless transition. He treated me like a son from the moment I met him until the day he 

died.  

 It was a nice fall day the first time I walked up his driveway and into a world of fascinating stories. As I 

approached him I introduced myself, and he said, “Do you like motorcycles?” I told him yes, but that I hadn‟t 

ridden in quite a while. He asked if I wanted to go for a ride. Not realizing the value of the invitation, I 



declined. He said, “Get in,” so I did. Off we went, Dave riding his „74 BMW R75/5, and me in the side car. 

After about a twenty minute ride we pulled back in the driveway.  

 

                         
 

                   The Day I met Dave Yost         Lisa and Dave, July 1967 

 

 Over the years I heard countless stories of wild adventures from the past. Most of the stories were 

verified in one way or another. Like the time I asked him why he had a fireman‟s helmet in his garage with his 

name on it. Yes, he tried to jump a bon fire and, no, he didn‟t make it. 

 I didn‟t have a lot of stories to tell over the years, mostly I just listened. Several years ago I told Dave a 

story and he had to swear he wouldn‟t tell. One of my nephews got married and had the reception in the Illinois 

building at the fairgrounds. He and his wife had motorcycles they raced. Hers was a 2003 RM 125 and his was 

a 2004 RMZ 250. We put the Suzukis on display at the reception. It was a pretty cool backdrop and really 

showed the connection between my nephew and his new wife. 

 Naturally the bikes caught Lisa‟s eye early on. After the reception, family and friends stayed to clean 

up. It was about 1:00 a.m. and we were wheeling the bikes out of the building and into the trailer. Lisa watched 

as my nephew walked his bike through the building. What happened next happened pretty fast. The next thing 

we knew he started the bike and took a lap. Yes, inside the building. Not wanting to miss a good time, Lisa 

kicked off her high heels, hiked up her skirt and away she went.  

 Well, the floor was dusty and the bike was a lot to handle. As she rounded the first corner she rolled on 

the throttle, the bike wobbled a little on the straightaway and down she went. As the bike slid across the floor 

and came to a stop, Lisa popped up and proclaimed “I‟m all right”. I wasn‟t happy at all. It seemed stupid at the 

time. Lisa made us promise not to tell anyone who wasn‟t there what had happened 

 Well, naturally it was easier to tell everyone the story and just not tell her we broke the promise. 

Everyone who knew Lisa and her Dad thought it was a cool and funny story. When I told Dave the story he 

beamed from ear to ear. I told him I didn‟t think it was a very responsible thing to do, especially in front of the 

kids. What he said next made a lot of sense. He said after all those years if she was going to lay a bike down, 

she did it right. She stayed out from under it and laid it down just as she had been taught to do. As usual his 

wisdom prevailed. It was pretty cool to see her hike up her skirt and jump on that bike. After that if we weren‟t 

telling the story we at least made reference to it.  

 As a young girl Lisa was raised like the son Dave never had. He did things with her a father might 

usually do with a son. Like archery. It turns out Lisa was better at most things than the boys her age. She also 

inherited his love of motorcycles. They would attend the Mile together twice a year for many years. Eventually 

they found a bike for her to ride and she joined in the ride to the races as well. I always enjoyed their love of 

motorcycles from a distance - that was their thing. Each time they would ride away I would worry, even though 

I knew she was in good hands. When Dave passed, Lisa stopped riding, and attending the VIR meetings 

became almost impossible. Hopefully, she‟ll make her way back sometime soon. 

 A couple of months after he died, and about 25 years since my last ride, I started riding again. Each 

time Lisa would leave the house I would take short rides on her bike. Our boys would watch for her so she 

wouldn‟t catch on. By her birthday in September I had an “M” on my license and was good to go.  

 Eventually, Lisa brought the BMW home. Over the last two years I have put about 800 miles on the 

bike. Most of the miles were spent riding just to keep it running. Like Dave, HACKR 1 was a little stubborn at 



times. It was almost like breaking a horse. But, with a little patience Dave‟s loyal friend roared to life. 

Although I never really felt the urge to “go for a ride,” I did understand his love of that machine.   

 I do regret not being able to ride in the procession to the cemetery when he died. I followed the sea of 

bikes from behind. With all the grandkids in the car we were in awe at the sight of so many making the trip in 

Dave‟s honor. Finally, after two years and quite a few miles, I decided to “go for a ride“. I met my brother at 

Woodside United Methodist Church the morning of July 5
th

.  As we pulled away from the parking lot I 

imagined all the bikes from two years before. We took a nice slow ride around the lake and south to Horse 

Creek Cemetery in Pawnee. After a brief stop we left the cemetery and headed south.  

 We rode about 80 miles that day. I did a lot of thinking about Dave, and about his bike. A bike that was 

loyal to him for so many years. It was nice to finally go for a ride and not feel sad or guilty. It was just a ride.  

 
Bill Casson 

 
 

MINUTES OF  
MEETING 

Vintage Iron Riders 
Comedy Club 
June , 2009 

 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 PM by president Tinkham.   

 

The club acknowledged a respect and love of our country by participating in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Harvey Tapscott announced the Virden Bike and Car show and said three trophies would be available for those 

who would enter.  Harvey emphasizes member participation is all VIR events.   

 

Old Business: 

Treasurer Goog Underfanger states that as of June 10, 2010, VIR had $1505.87 in club funds.   

 

VP Roy Sims stressed the need for VIR members to sell Spfld Mile raffle tickets.   

 

New Business: 

 

Howie Thornley voted in as a new member.  Bobbi Ozanic submitted application for VIR membership.  

 

Club member Zoo Dave suggests VIR participate in the upcoming Shriners show to be held at Lincoln Park.   

 

For sale:  

Marc Bumpus is selling a 2004 Harley Sportster which belonged to his sister.  

Club member John Anderson is selling his 1980 Yamaha 650.  

 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM.  

 

 

Tommy Garber, Secretary/Editor 
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