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Upcoming Events 
 

Sept 16th--Monthly meeting at the Funny Bone building on W. White Oaks Dr, Spfld, Il . 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0909.pdf 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

                                                          George Tinkham – President 

                                                                     Good Times  

  

Why a motorcycle?  Why not a car, van, or truck?  After all, a performance car will accelerate as well 
as a motorcycle and can have as good a top end.  Also, highly efficient cars now on the market give 
as good or better fuel efficiency as most motorcycles.  When it is too hot, wet, cold, or windy for 
comfort, cars protect definitely protect passengers from weather than motorcycles. 

  

There must be some reason we ride these two-wheeled transports.  I believe that reason is because 
they are fun.  Until Vintage Iron Riders came along, I had no idea that this fun was not limited to 
riding motorcycles.  I found that showing bikes could be a hoot.  The spit and polish of judged 
motorcycle shows does not appeal to me, but I like seeing the reactions of people who see a bike 
like their first motorcycle or who see a motorcycle that they had only heard about, but had never 
seen. 
  

What makes displaying motorcycles an even more enjoyable past time is to join with others who are 
doing the same thing.  Whether we are enjoying the relaxed atmosphere of the Havana show or are 
experiencing the crowds and noise of the Springfield Mile, one thing is clear: We are having a good 
time and are enjoying each other’s company.  Frankly, I would never have experienced this if it were 
not for Vintage Iron Riders.  I thank you all for making my world better. 

 

Speaking of having good times, we need to know how many are going on our “Ride to Ron’s” on 
October 3rd and 4th.  At this month’s meeting, we will have a signup sheet and will collect the $10 
cost for the event.  That $10 pays for 2 large meals, the bonfire, and a place to camp or to use the 
bunks in the cabin if you are too tender to brave the elements.  For those that crave even more 
comfort, there are motels in nearby Monmouth (birthplace of George Tinkham and Wyatt Earp!) and 
Roseville, Illinois.  The motel rooms can fill quickly; so, make your reservations early.   
 
 (continued) 
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 Whether you get your jollies from riding or displaying / showing motorcycles, Vintage Iron Riders can 
help make sure you do not have to do it alone.  A really great thing about this club is that, while we 
are enjoying ourselves, others enjoy watching our great machines.  It doesn’t matter if you spend 
your time spectating or participating, you can be sure your time is well spent! 
  
George Tinkham  

Springfield, Illinois 

                                                                         
” 

“Vintage Visdom” 
The problem with socialism is that you eventually run out of other people’s money. 

   
Margaret Thatcher  

 
                                                                                                     

                                                         Activities 
          Goog Underfanger 

VIR Activities Report September 2009 

 
   I’ve only got a few things. But remember, if anyone hears of something going on that would interest the rest 

of our members, let me know and I will include it in my Activities article. My phone numbers are: 

 

 (217)-528-9905 (home)  (217)-341-5550 (cell) 

 

I’d like to thank everyone who came to clean the VIR Park on Saturday and came Sunday to help set up for the 

VIR Park.  I’d also like to thank all who participated in the VIR Park, as it was a huge success.  There were 

many people who showed interest in the club and what we’re all about.  This wouldn’t have been possible 

without Bob Tapscott’s great idea for starting this worthwhile project – Thanks Bob! 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

September 20, 2009 
Last Leg of Lincoln Circuit Ride -                               

Shelbyville to Taylorville 

September 26, 2009 
Hope School Display of Motorcycles                       

from 11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 

October 3, 2009 
Run to Ron’s 

October 4, 2009 

October 10, 2009 AHARMA Races @ The Barber                                  
M/C Festival in Alabama October 11, 2009 

November 29, 2009 
26th Annual Sid Wood Memorial Toy Run for 

Contact Ministries 

                         

 
                                 I think this is enough for now, I’ll see ya at the meeting Goog.         

 

          

 



 

 

                                                                Tall Tales:    
 

I proposed to utilize this new portion of the newsletter to learn a bit more about our members and hopefully, 

their “tall tales.”   I hope to hear from members about events, issues, your personal experience with 

acupuncture, narrow escapes, trips, near death experiences, forced corrective shoe experience as a youth, 

homeopathic medicine and things that should have made you famous.  All of we iron butt types who have 

ridden and loved motorcycles as a life style, certainly have something to share.    

 

This month we have the pleasure of one more submission by our very own George Tinkham.   George has been 

kind enough to share a few of his earlier days and I now hope to make a collection of these tidbits and soon 

produce a screenplay called “The George Files.”  I think this might rate right up there with the early 70’s 

series, “Then Came Bronson.”   Actually I think our character is more interesting and a great asset to 

motorcycling.    

 

My personal thanks to George for sharing…  
  

 

When I was 15 years old, I threw a pair of 47 Chief fenders out in the trash. 

 

When I bought my complete (including great saddle bags) '48 Chief in 1968 for $40, it did 

not run.  I then bought a running '48 Chief with no front fork for $135.  I combined the 

best of both bikes and let the junk man haul the rest away.  (continued) 

 

 

 I  was more interested in getting out of town before my landlord sued me than I was in 

collecting parts and pieces that I did not need right then.  Beat that one, guys.  No one, not 

even Ken, is dumber than me! 

  

Yep, when I think of all the great bikes, women, and cars I let slip through my fingers .... 

  

Ride on, brothers, the future offers just as many chances to screw up as the past! 

  

George Tinkham  



MINUTES OF  
MEETING 

Vintage Iron Riders 
Comedy Club 

Aug  2009 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:12M by president Tinkham.   

 

The club acknowledged a respect and love of our country by participating in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Goog: 
VIR received a $300.00 check for our participation in the Havana event.   

Spfld Mile is Sept 6, 2009. 

A product order period will occur in Sept 2009. 

 

Mike Irwin: 

Confirmed the club had $3983.00 in club funds.     

Members who wish to participate by the inclusion of their bike in the VIR calendar must 

submit pictures as soon as possible.   

 

George Tinkham: 

President Tinkham indicated that several club members intend on attending the AMA, Vintage 

Motorcycle Days.   

George discussed the last leg of the Lincoln Circuit Ride to be held on Sept 20.   

George made reference to Illinois State Police stop and stated he has spoken to Mayor Tim 

Davlin about the issue.  George related that Davlin suggested ABATE continue with the 

application of pressure to stop unwarranted stops.   

George asked what the status of the “Jeff White Memorial Fund.”  VIR has issued two checks 

as of Aug 2009,  

 

New Business 

VP Roy Sims indicated the magnet project is on target and members attending the Spfld Mile 

would receive the token of appreciation.    

Roy stated the new club banner (12’by 2’) is ordered. 

Lastly the flyers for the Spfld. Mile have been ordered.  

 

Club member Gene Beenenga suggested VIR consider the creation of a motorcycle museum 

for vintage motorcycles.   

 

VIR has potential for a new member.  The applicants name is Rick Ondrey.  Rick was given an 

application for membership.   

 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:04 P.M.  

 

Tommy Garber, Secretary/Editor 
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