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President - George Tinkham, Phone:  789-1192 or 753-2737; Email:  coolbreeze@att.net 

Vice Pres. – John Anderson, Phone: 725-4509; Email: fireball398@hughes.net 
Treasurer - Gary Underfanger, Phone: 528-9905; Email:  goog1965@comcast.net 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor – Sara Follis; 801-5508 bratz_105@yahoo.com  
Activities Director – Mark Morrison – Phone:  309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com  

  

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 

http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0615.pdf 

 

President’s Prattle 
 

Mick LaRue – RIP  
  
James “Mick” LaRue, Jr. has long been an active member of our club.  Whether riding and camping with us on our “Ride 
to Ron’s,” riding in toy runs and similar events, or helping Leroy with details at Springfield Mile races, active certainly 
describes Mick LaRue.  Saturday, June 6th - true to his nature of being active, Mick was working on a roof (possibly, a 
tree) when he fell.  As I recall, this was the second such fall for Mick this spring.  This last 20 foot fall was the final curtain 
call for our friend.  “He lived until he died,” is an apt description of Mick LaRue. 
  
There is a lot to be said for living a full, challenging life.  One of my favorite public figures was Malcom Baldrige, 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce for Ronald Reagan.  He lived a rich, full life and was so recognized for his 
accomplishments that an industry quality award is named after him.  As impressive as how he lived, I shall always 
remember how he died: At nearly 65 years old, he was killed in a rodeo accident.  He did not recognize age or 
convention as barriers to prevent him from living the live he chose.  
  
This is not to say that we should live recklessly.  What we should do – what we owe to ourselves – is to live the life that 
is right for us, regardless of age or station in life.  Obviously, we do not have to be another Malcom Baldrige (or Bruce / 
Caitlyn Jenner); but we can be the best that God made us.  For those that love motorcycles (especially, older bikes), 
Vintage Iron Riders can help realize you realize your potential.  Whether it is reliving “glory days” of the ‘50s – ‘80s or 
keeping a fine old piece of machinery operating, we find kindred spirits in our club.  
  
We can all appreciate having Mick LaRue in our club.  He represents decades of motorcycling that includes early Harleys 
and Brit bikes to modern Japanese machines.  He enjoyed meetings, events, rides, and races.  He was one of us, and we 
shall all miss him. 
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Passing of Member 

 
It is with great sadness that I inform you, long time VIR member, Mick LaRue, passed away Saturday, June 6th. We had 
previously announced at the May Member's Meeting that Mick was in poor health following a bad fall while doing yard 
work at his home a few weeks back.  
 
Graveside services were held for Mick on Thursday, June 11th, at Mottarville Cemetery near Rochester. A ride was 
organized to escort Mick to his final resting place. Many VIR members were in attendance. Arrangements and services 
were provided by Wilson Park Funeral Home in Rochester. 
 
The family has asked that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Wounded Warriors Project in honor of Mick. The 
club will be making a donation in honor of Mick later in the month.  
 

 

 

2nd Annual Bike Show 

 
The 2nd Annual VIR Bike Show will be held on Saturday, September 12, 2015 from 10 am til 2 pm at Capital City 

Motorsports (Cuyler Coleman’s business) on South 6th Street in Springfield. The Ernie Langheim Memorial Ride is 

Sunday, September 13. We have flyers advertising both events available at the meetings. Please feel free to grab a few 

and pass them around to local businesses, motorcycle shops, friends, family and anywhere/one else that may be 

interested!  

 

We will be holding a short meeting immediately following the regular June members meeting for the planning 

committee members. We will be making some arrangements and brainstorming ideas. If you have signed up for the 

committee, please plan to attend the June meeting and stay a bit longer than usual.  

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
The Jeff White Memorial Fund (JWMF) has a balance of $2500 and the General Fund has a balance of $3169.20. The 

total balance as of June 3, 2015 is $5669.20. The purpose of the JWMF is to assist VIR members if injured. As we have 

been fortunate enough to not have any members in need, the balance has reached the maximum limit of the fund.   

 

 
 

2015 Springfield Mile 
 

We would like to thank Dave & Tommra Kiesow, the new promoters of the Springfield Mile, for their efforts to keep our 

beloved Springfield Mile going. We were lucky to have better weather than was predicted so the Park & Display went 

well.          
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VIR Summer Picnic 
 

The 2015 VIR Summer Picnic was Saturday, May 30th at the Knox’s House on Lake Springfield. We had a great turnout 

and plenty of wonderful food. Tommy manned the grill preparing BBQ Ribs and roasted chicken for us. We had a few 

short rain spells but it didn’t derail our fun or the ride. There were a good number of participants in the ride, resulting in 

some soaked, but happy riders. On behalf of the club, a gracious thanks to Tommy & Tracy for opening their home and 

extending their hospitality to us for a wonderful afternoon.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

As we are entering the heart of motorcycle season, we have many upcoming events scheduled. I have created an events 

schedule for all of our currently scheduled upcoming events. I will be editing and updating this list as new events are 

added and more details become available. I will be attaching this event schedule to each monthly newsletter for the 

next several months. 

 

If anyone gets invites to new events or would like anything added, please feel free to contact me via email, snail mail, or 

at meetings/events. I will get the information added to the events schedule and send out an updated one.  

 

 
Monthly Meeting 

 

The June Members Meeting will be held Wednesday, June 17th, at 7 pm at Donnie B’s. 

 

We have received three new applications for membership in the past month. All three applications have been reviewed 

by the e-board and are recommended to be put to a member’s vote at the June meeting. Applicants are Taz Tukker, 

Allen Johnson, and Kari Trueblood. We met Taz at the Springfield Mile in May, Allen was a guest visitor to the May 

members meeting, and Kari is the significant other of current member Tom Baird. 

 

It has been brought to the attention of the e-board members that there is too much excessive talking taking place 

during the monthly member meetings. Several members have complained that they cannot hear much of the meetings 

due to conversations taking place during the meetings that aren’t in regards to meeting discussions. While we all enjoy 

chatting with each other and socializing at our monthly meetings, we would like to keep excessive chatter to a minimum 

during the actual business portion of the meetings. The e-board has elected Hank Charles to act as crowd control 

enforcement during the business portion of meetings in an attempt to keep chatter down. We will be giving this a test 

run for the next few meetings. Your assistance in this matter will also help keep our meetings enjoyable for all attending 

members.     

 

Mark Your Calendars!! The August 2015 Members Meeting will be help at Cuyler Coleman’s shop, Capital City 

Motorsports on South 6th St in Springfield. The meeting will be held at 7 pm and the club will be providing pizzas for 

dinner. We will be holding an Auction to benefit our club. Anything you want to auction off please bring it. Any 

questions can be directed to a board member by the July meeting.  
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Website 
 

Carol Edwards has offered to help update the website for a short time. John Anderson will then be taking over. We have 

been informed that the website should be fairly current now.  Anyone wishing to visit the website: 

Website: www.virmc.com 

Log In: member 

Password: v1r3t! 

 

 
2016 VIR Calendar 

 
The 2016 Calendar has been themed ‘Member Projects’. We are asking members with project bikes to submit photos 
from all stages of completion to the calendar. We have 5 more slots available. See John Anderson to submit photos if 
interested.  

 
Products 

 
We will be doing catalog orders starting at the June members meeting. John will have a catalog available to order 
products from. See John at the meeting if you are interested in placing an order or looking at the catalog.  
 

 
Overdue Dues 

 
We still have 16 members, as of June 3rd, that have not paid their 2015 dues. These names have been turned over to our 
club bounty hunter, Hank Charles, for collection.   

 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Donnie B’s 

May 20, 2015 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:17. Pledge was taken and minutes from April meeting were approved.  

Activities: 

Dues:  We have 16 outstanding dues that are now considered delinquent. These names have been given to Hank Charles 

for collection. 

Treasurer’s Report:  JWMF has a balance of $2500 and is now maxed out. General Fund has a balance of $3280.49. 

Total club balance is $5780.49. 

Visitors: Allen Johnson from Springfield attended the meeting and put in an application for membership.  

Radio Show:  The radio show, Patriots on Wheels, has been moved to a new provider Spreaker Radio due to poor 

setup and audio with the previous provider. John will provided details once the new setup has been tested and verified. 

Products:  We still need 5 more submissions for the 2016 Calendar. John will be providing a catalog and order sheet 

starting in June for members to order new products.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:07. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Follis, Secretary 

http://www.virmc.com/
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July 2015 

 

   1 

Eboard  Mtg 

@ 5:30 

2 3 

 

4 
DuQuoin Mile  

Ice Cream Social 

4th of July 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

 

12 13 14 15 

Member Mtg 

@ 7:00 

16 17 18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Motor Scooter 

Auction 

Bike & Car Show 

26 27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31 

 

 

 

Ride to the Blues – Every Monday 7:00 pm join Tommy Knox for a ride to The Alamo downtown to listen to quality blues bands. 

529-2655 


