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Upcoming Events 
 

April 21st--Monthly meeting at the Funny Bone building on W. White Oaks Dr, Spfld, Il . 
 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at 
http://www.springfieldmilers.com/milerNL0410.pdf 

 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

Take Care 

 Riding season – finally!  

   

It may be just barely Spring, but the roads are clear, the nights are crisp, and the sky is blue.  That is close 

enough to perfect riding for me.   

   

The roads are good; the weather is right; and I am willing.  Now, if I only had my motorcycles insured and 

tuned – and if my body was cooperating, I would be ready to go.  Carol Edwards did a fine job last summer of 

surveying insurance companies, and I am still testing her findings.  By mid-May, I should have my decks 

cleared enough that I can focus on applying for insurance on two Indians and one Harley – all antiques.   

   

Speaking of focusing, the doctors are still trying to correct my vision after cataract surgery in December.  

When the docs finish their jobs, I’ll be able to get corrective lenses for my glasses.  When that happens, I’ll 

have adequate eye protection and will be able to ride without violating Illinois law, at least as far as eye 

protection is concerned.  Again, all that will happen in May.  

   

Besides my having my insurance and eyewear troubles under control in May, the first Sunday of that month 

(May 2
nd

) is the annual Freedom Rally here in Springfield.  This event offers a great opportunity to see what 

other riders from around the State are riding.  It is also a great chance for us to show off our machines in their 

natural state: in motion, running along side other bikes.  

   

If you can make it to the Freedom Rally, please do.  If the weather cooperates, we should have great time with 

other bikers, gawking around and being gawked upon. The motorcycle parade from the IDOT building on 

Dirksen to the Capitol is also fun.  It would be wonderful to have a large turnout from V.I.R. for this event.  

Besides, it’s free!  
 
George Tinkham                                                                             

mailto:roy.sims@comcast.net


 
 
” 

“Vintage Visdom” 
The nine most terrifying words in the English language are, I'm from the government  

and I'm here to help.  

Ronald Reagan.  

                                                                                                                                               
     

VIR Activities Report April 2010 

Harvey Tapscott 
 
       VIR PARK AND DISPLAY-------SPRINGFIELD MILE  -----  MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND  ----MAY 30, 2010             
 

 As you are aware 10,000  or so bike enthusiast attend the Springfield Miles each year.  It serves as an 
excellent opportunity to ask those attending to PARK AND DISPLAY their vintage motorcycles in a designated 
area so we can all appreciate them.  It also serves as an excellent opportunity for VIR members to display 
their bikes as well.  This is one of the few opportunities to have a potential crowd of this side so close to 
home.  So please make plans to attend and display one or more motorcycles at the Memorial day weekend 
mile race.  Remember also, that we will be taking pictures for next years VIR calendar at this  event.  We are 
looking to significantly improve the quality of the photographs.  Pictures for next years calendar will include the 
owner with the motorcycle. We will discuss this event at each of the next two monthly meetings so this 
reminder is so you can make plans now and get it on your calendar.   thanks     
 

rht                                                                                        
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Vintage Iron Riders 
Comedy Club 
March 2010  

Meeting called to order at 7:15 P.M..  
The club acknowledged a respect and love of our country and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roy Sims: 
Ask club members if anyone might be interested in presiding over the Jeff White Memorial fund.   

Roy had copies of the IMDA flyers for the Spfld Mile that VIR has advertised in.   

Gary Underfanger: 
Treasurer Goog Underfanger submitted an outline of VIR current treasurers report.  Goog explained that as of March 

2010, VIR was having difficulty determining which members had paid their 2010 dues as records held by the previous 

treasurer have not been turned over to club officers.  

Goog reminded that VIR patches and decals are available. 

Be advised that tickets for the VIR-VIP raffle at the Spfld Mile will cost $5.00 each.  The club therefore must sell 50 

tickets to break even.   

Havvey Tapscott: 
Catalog for VIR clothing will be brought to the April VIR meeting.   

New Business: 

Club member Dave Reischauer reminds that the city of Virden will hold a “motorcycle show” component at 

their annual picnic/car show, and 3 trophies will be available and awarded to lucky/ worthy participants.  

Club members voted to accept membership application submitted by Tammy Underfanger.   

As of March 2010, VIR had no new applications for new membership.  

Club members are reminded that VIR patches and stickers as well as ID cards, are available.  

Motion passed to proceed with VIR-VIP Spfld Mile package.  

Old Business: None. 
None                                                                                                                  
Motion to adjourn at 7:45PM                                                 
                                                                                            Tommy Garber-Secretary 

    
 

http://www.rightwingnews.com/quotes/reagan2.php


   

                                                                Tall Tales:    
 

Thank goodness its spring.  I have had my BMW out after a bit of new season tweaking and she ran great.    

 

We as club officers have and or are in process of arranging several nice VIR events for the next couple of 

months and we would appreciate member participation.  For sure you must attend the Spfld Mile “VIR” event.  

We plan on setting a staging area where members with be photographed with their bikes.  We not only plan on 

producing our VIR calendar with the shots but hope to display the event on our web site. This could well be 

your 15 minutes of fame coined by Andy Warhol.   He said in 1968 that "In the future, everyone will be world-

famous for 15 minutes."   

 

All my life I’ve known something was missing …     

 

Ok, without further delay here it comes, “Tall Tales.”    This month’s submission comes from club member 

“Zoo Dave” Culbertson.    

                                                                            _____________ 

  
  It was summer of 1975.  We were in Quincy, Il, and four biker friends were headed out onto the highway for a 

day of riding.  Harley Charley was riding his “grasshopper” chopper.  It was a stock but stripped shovelhead 

with 6” over forks.  Little Bill was on his “Rat Trumpet”   which he always rode on when we were taking a trip 

because he was too short to see over the handlebars of his beautiful “Knucklehead” chopper.  My buddy 

Farmer was carrying the beer on his dresser and I was riding my “VL Bobber.”   

 

    We had ridden about 40 miles when we came upon a small central Illinois town of about 4000 residents.  I 

would share the name but after 35 years, I just don’t recall it.  Anyway going through town we picked a friend 

of Farmers who was waiting for us on his “Rat Harley” and we went through town without putting our feet 

down.   

 

We were headed to the other side of town where a small park was located.  We drove through and found a 

vacant and suitable picnic area.  We no sooner had the beer out of Farmers saddlebags when a local police 

officer appeared.  Within a few minutes he realized we were posing no threat and departed after reminding us 

to “mind our manners.”  It was but a few minutes after the local officers’ departure when an Ill State Trooper 

arrived.  You guessed it, not long after that a County Mounty arrived…  The five of us had managed to 

“terrorize” a small town without stopping as we rode through.  We were never charged with anything…    

 

Retrospectively it’s humorous but I am glad the “good old days” of the general hatred of motorcyclists is 

departed.  

 

 Zoo Dave  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Warhol
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