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 PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE  
George Tinkham – VIR President 

 
Motorcycling Scouts 

  
Just when you thought there are no more ways to enjoy motorcycling, someone comes up with a new angle.  
Since I was six years old, I have been fascinated with motorcycles.  A few years later, I became a Cub Scout.  
Sixty years later, I am still involved in, and am passionately enthusiastic about, both interests.  
  
Like motorcycling, Scouting has many facets.  For example, Sea Scouts incorporate boating with Scouting.  
Air Scouts did the same with airplanes.  It only makes sense that we can do the same sort of thing with 
motorcycling.  After all, both motorcycling and Scouting are essentially outdoor activities. 
  
For example, one of Vintage Iron Riders’s annual events could pass as a Scouting weekend.  Our “Ride to 
Ron’s” has camping, cooking, campfire, and camaraderie one finds in Scout outings.  It would be great if we 
could share the joy of activities like this with youth that might not otherwise be exposed to this sort of fun. 
  
I bring this to your attention because I could use help in making this happen.  I am talking with the local 
Scout Council office, with AMA, and with a biker / Scout leader in Indiana – as well as others in Illinois that 
share the vision of bringing more young people into motorcycling and into Scouting.  We are still in the 
planning / development stage; so, you can be a real pioneer when you join this effort.  How many times in life 
do you get a chance to benefit others whilst sharing the joy of motorcycling?  Besides, life is more exciting 
with a challenge – and this is certainly a challenge! 
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Vintage Iron Riders  
Winter Road Trip 

By George Tinkham 
 

Saturday, January 25, 2014, was a typical Illinois winter day with wind, cold, and the threat of precipitation.  It was an excellent day 
to hit the road and visit motorcycle museums in St. Louis. 
 
7 Vintage Iron Riders (Joe Millburg, Betty Paul, Bob Ramsey, John Anderson, Rose & Dave Culberson, and George Tinkham) met at 
George’s office at 9 AM.  We left in two cars eager to enjoy some of the antique motorcycle hot spots in St. Louis.  We met 6 more 
members (Bill Follis, Hank Charles, Dave Reischauer, Leroy Solomon, Darren DeGroot, & Howie Thornley) at the Phillips 66 station at 
the Farmersville exit.  Now, we had 3 vehicles loaded with members leaving the State.  
 
Our first stop was the Mungenast Museum, where I saw more Penton dirt bikes in one place than I ever imagined existed – many of 
which were signed by John Penton.  There were gobs of Brit bikes, Indians, Hondas, a couple of Cushmans, and a Harley or two.  
There was a salami slicer Moto Guzzi and other uncommon motorcycles, but nothing from Germany.  Mark Morrison, his brother, 
and friends had driven from Bloomington to be there.  It is a wonderful museum and – as we felt at other places and times that day 
– we wished we could have spent more time there. 
 
Next, we went to Donelson Cycles where we met Tom Smith, Willie Rees, Mike Scarborough, Chris Karcut, Dave Ayres, and Dave 
Young.  After posing for a photo shoot in the parking lot, we enjoyed Carl Donelson’s hospitality and good food.  This is a great cycle 
dealership with large inventory and good prices.  The dirt track racers’ reunion / open house attracts hundreds of enthusiasts; so, 
we were in good company.  The museum part of the dealership contained many race and road bikes, as well as other memorabilia.  
Leroy was certainly in his element!  
 
From Donelson’s we went to Moto Europa dealership and their Moto Museum.  We learned why Mungenast had so few European 
motorcycles: they must have been all at this museum.  They even had a few bikes from North America.  Boy, talk about rare, 
oddball motorcycles – this place is a real eye-opener.  Where else will you find a Vespa Piaggio scooter with sidecar?  Not only is 
there a Ducati and Triumph dealership and museum here, but they have nice bar and restaurant.  The workshop is reportedly 
immaculate and worth a visit, but I missed it.  Maybe next time…. 
 
Time really does fly when you are having fun, and we were having fun.  It was light when we left St. Louis, but dark when we arrived 
in Springfield.  Fortunately, Fireball Anderson took over driving my van whilst Zoo Dave and I napped on the way home.  This was 
the kind of one day road trip that makes Vintage Iron Riders such a fun club.  The weather was perfect, and every stop was a 
wonderful experience.  All we needed was Daisy Duke (like on our Iowa trip last winter) to have made this complete!  

 

 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Swap Meet & Motorcycle Show 
 

Sunday, February 16, 2014 at the PCCC, 9th & Adams, Street, Springfield, IL.  Open to the Public, 10 am to 3:30 pm.  
Admission: Adults $10.00, Kids 12 and under Free (with adult).  All proceeds go to the A.B.A.T.E. of Illinos for the 
Preservation of Motorcyclists Rights. 
 

 

F.Y.I. 
 

Member Bob Ramsey recommends a 2011 movie starring Gerard Butler as “Machine Gun Preacher”.  It is a true life 
documentary of Sam Childers, a former drug dealing biker, who finds “God” and devotes his life to rescuing Sudanese 
children who have been forced to become mercenary soliders.  This documentary can be purchased by visiting 
www.angelsofeastafrica.com or it can be seen  on Netflix. 

 
Boone County Swap Meet 

 
Mark Morrison and a few other members will be traveling the 3-hour trip to Lebanon, Indiana on Sunday, March 2 for 
the Boone County Swap Meet.  Check  out the link for more details.  
http://www.auctionzip.com/cgi-bin/photopanel.cgi?listingid=1911068&category=0&zip=46077&kwd=motorcycle 

http://www.auctionzip.com/cgi-bin/photopanel.cgi?listingid=1911068&category=0&zip=46077&kwd=motorcycle
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Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Route 66 Hotel and Conference Cener 

January 15, 2014 

 

Meeting began at 6:00 pm.  Members by voice vote agreed to an abbreviated meeting to accommodate the showing of “Wild Hogz” 

film.  Members were reminded of the Road Trip January 25, 2014 to St. Louis, MO, Picnic May 10, 2014, and A.B.A.T.E. Swap Meet 

February 16, 2014.  Gary and Tammy Underfanger provided popcorn for the film.  Howard Nation was a guest of Bobbi Ozanic. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.  Respectfully Submitted, Tommy Knox, Secretary 
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