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Secretary/Event Coordinator- John Langheim, Phone:652-8996; Email:langheim729@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor – Melissa Rowley, Phone: 299-5255; Email: melissarowley73@gmail.com 

Web Master– Mark Morrison – Phone: 309-763-3012; Email:  mmorr26407@aol.com 

For more non-VIR events, please check out the Springfield Miler’s newsletter at http://www.springfieldmilers.com 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

President’s Prattle 

Calendars and Dues  

We are well into the new year of 2017 and cannot use the excuse: “It’s just the beginning of the year; so, I cannot expect to 

have all my ducks in a row quite yet.”  Yessirree, if your ducks are not pretty much in a row by now, you better do something 

about it.  
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As far as our club is concerned, one of the most important things our members must accomplish at the start of each year is to 

PAY DUES.  So far, roughly half of our members have paid.  Vintage Iron Riders dues are purposely kept low ($15 individual / 

$25 family) so that no one might be discouraged from joining because of cost.  Is it possible that our dues are too low?  Do 

members fail to pay their dues on time because the cost is so low that it is not taken seriously?  Maybe, this is something we 

should discuss at a meeting. 

Another thing that is time critical now is getting your calendars.  Ideally, you have a calendar by the 1st of the year so that it 

can be used immediately.  By the time we get to March, most calendar needs have been met.  We still have a sizeable stack 

of calendars yet; so, please do not put off buying ($10 each) yours now. 

Keep in mind that getting a calendar does several important things: 

1. When you display the calendar in your office or shop, visitors are made aware that Vintage Iron Riders exists.  This is a 
great way to promote our club. 

2. It helps you know what date it is and can help you remember events.  It is a calendar, after all. 
3. Income from the calendar helps the club pay part of the cost of our annual picnic and Christmas party.  Due to the 

generosity of member Jim Feagans, the calendar cost to V.I.R. is zero.  A great way to show our appreciation is for each 
member to buy at least one calendar. 

Some years calendars sell better than others.  My guess is that our members simply like what they see some years better 

than in other years.  If that is right, please let Larry Rowley know what you want.  Just as important, please help Larry by 

providing content.  

Amazingly, we still do not have twelve finished bike with shop photos for a calendar.  How is that even possible?  Are 

members’ cameras broken?  We are also kicking around the idea of having a 2 photo setup where a member is shown on his 

bike “back in the day” and on his bike now.  We will need twelve such sets of photos.  What do you say: Are you willing to 

pitch in and help Larry create that calendar? 

Whether we are talking about dues, calendars, events, or whatever; the simple truth is self-evident: This club is what we 

make it.  We cannot do this without you.  With your help, 2017 will be a great year for this great club! 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2017 VIR Calendar 
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The calendars are $10. We have 30 left so get yours 

now. Remember the money that we raise from the 

calendars goes to the club to help pay for the spring / 

fall picnic, Christmas party, and pizzas. 

Get a calendar for the office, home, garage, the man 

cave. See who bikes are in this years calendar. Every 

month is something totally different. 

VIR shirts are in cost is $10-12 

The next shirt order is August. 

__________________________________________ 

2017 Dues 

They are due!!!!!!!!!! 
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$15 for single $25 for family. We only have 53 

members that have paid. See Goog or Tammie if not 

for sure if you paid. 

 This will be your last newsletter if you haven’t paid 

your dues and will not be able to attend member only 

events. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes from the February 15 meeting at Rte 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

7 PM meeting starts 
7:15 PM business part of meeting starts 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Put cell phone on “silent” 
Approve minutes 
Reports: 
 Events: Abate Swap Meet & Bike Show Feb.19th from 10-2 @ the Orr Building Il State Fairgrounds 
 Ride to Ron’s – Springfield Milers invited to join us. 
 Moonshine Run on Saturday, April 8th 
 Picnic on Sunday, June 11th  

Treasurer report (since update – see below)  
Products: Items in back of room for purchase. 

Old business: 
 Dues are due 
 Alvin Edwards on the mend 
 Don Butler recovering from surgery 
 Magazines for free near door 
 Calendar discussion 
 Fuel formulation bill that may hurt older motorcycles: HB 2372 
 Use of Facebook 
New business: Mark Morrison discussed how to use VIR’s website 
 
8:15 PM adjourned   Turn on sound on cell phones. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Treasurer’s Report 

The JWMF (Jeff White Memorial Fund) has a balance of $2,381.50 and the General Fund has a balance of $2,331.21 the total 

balance is $4,712.71. The maximum balance allowed for JWMF is $2,500. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Monthly Meeting 

This month’s meeting: Wednesday, March 15th 2017 @7 pm       Beware the Ides of March!! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Of Interest: 

Keeping UP with VIR Current Events 

Do you want to keep current on club activities and events? Did you know we have a Facebook page and the information it 

contains about the club is current? Did you know that if you join it, that you can post club information to it also? If not, I 

encourage you to “Join the Group”. 

For those of you not technical like me, here is how to join. 

1. If you are not a member of Facebook, you will need to create an account. 

2. Once the account is created, go to your internet home page and enter the URL 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020653317952869/  and click search. 

3. You will be taken to our Facebook page. 

4. Once there, click on the icon “Join the Group”. You are now a member of the VIR Facebook page. 

When you check you Facebook page, any new club posting will come up for you to review. You can add information and 

photos any time that you want to share with the club. Be aware that anyone with a Facebook account can join this page.   So 

don’t post anything confidential that you do not want to be seen outside the club. 
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The page was created as a tool to keep members current about club happenings and as a recruiting tool for new members.  It 

is important to note that this page is not a replacement of our webpage. The webpage will continue to be your source for 

official club and member information. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       VIR WEBSITE 

    VIRMC.COM       PASSWORD FOR MEMBER SECECTION IS MEMBER 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                     Sample letter that Mark wrote to his Representative.  

2/16/17 

 

The Honorable Dan Brady 

200-8N Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Dear Representative Brady: 

As an avid vintage motorcycle enthusiast I am writing to ask you to not support Illinois House Bill 2372 which would 

increase the amount of ethanol in gasoline to 20% (E20).  We already struggle with the current levels of ethanol.  

Its passage would be the death of the antique/vintage motorcycle and automobile community.  In addition, it would 

negatively affect and damage vehicles with heavy-duty engines, such as school buses and delivery trucks, off-road vehicles, 

such as boats and snowmobiles, and engines in off-road equipment, such as lawnmowers weed whackers and chainsaws.  

None of the systems where designed to work with ethanol. 

Ethanol in gasoline has many inherit problems.  Because ethanol contains one-third less energy per gallon than gasoline, 

adding ethanol to gasoline leans out the fuel-air mixture, causing damage and shortening engine life. Several 

manufacturers of small engines have said they will not honor warranties if fuels containing more than 10 percent ethanol 
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are used. 

Metal fuel-system parts can corrode as a result of exposure to ethanol. Fuel additives are sold to inhibit this.  Solvency of 

ethanol in certain fuel-system plastics, rubber and seal materials used in older vehicles can lead to softening and swelling 

causing them to fail. Fuel additives cannot prevent this. 

Ethanol absorbs water from any source (even from the atmosphere). Once ethanol is dissolved in gasoline and has 

absorbed sufficient water, it can separate from the gasoline and settle to the bottom of the tank. This process begins in 

about 30 days.  If this separated water-ethanol mixture is drawn into the engine’s fuel-system, the engine will run lean and 

may misfire or stop running.  It also causes metal fuel tanks to rust creating more issues. 

No current manufacturer has stated that its motorcycles can safely use E20, and most owner’s manuals state that doing so 

will void the warranty. In recognition of this fact, the EPA published a list of vehicles—including motorcycles—not 

approved to use E15 which is already on the market, even going so far as to say fueling a motorcycle with E15 is illegal. 

Can I count on your support to reject this legislation?  I believe it is an important issue, and would like to see the legislation 

fail. Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss this issue further. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Morrison 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make sure that I have your updated email or address so I can get your newsletters out to you. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Melissa Rowley, Secretary 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


