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 PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE  
George Tinkham – VIR President 

 
OUCH! 

 
 
This past weekend, I visited a member and his wife in Peoria.  We covered a lot of territory in our discussions, including 
the wife’s decision that she would no longer ride.  A retired nurse at 70 years of age, she had seen the damage that can 
happen to motorcycle riders when a collision occurs.  She had enjoyed riding pillion with her husband for decades, but 
had figured it was time to play it safe. 
 
Just before that visit, I attended a benefit for another biker buddy who is in the last stage of a final illness.  He had led a 
rich, full life and was facing his end with acceptance.  The VFW in Pekin was packed with friends and admirers who 
appreciated all this fine man had done.  Clearly, his riding days were done also. 
 
As the preacher tells us, “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.”  In between the two, is this thing called life.  How 
we decide to live that life is what defines us. 
 
Vintage Iron Riders are defined as motorcyclists who especially appreciate older bikes.  Some of us, like my friends 
mentioned above, no longer ride; however, we all enjoy vintage / antique motorcycles and whatever they represent to us. 
 Fortunately, our club offers opportunities that appeal to our various interests – no matter where we are on the scale of 
active riding. 
 
Speaking of active riding, it is about time to make this article relate to its heading.  Last month, Fireball Anderson and I 
drove to Pennsylvania to fetch my Indian 841 that had languished in the hands of a mechanic who had it in his shop for 
nearly 2 ½ years.  Whilst fueling my truck on our way there, I managed to trip over the gas line from the pump to the 
truck.  On my way to earth, I grabbed the bed of the truck and wrenched my arthritic shoulders badly enough to require 
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medical attention when I returned home.  I guess this goes to show you that you can be injured on a motorcycle related 
trip – even if you are hundreds of miles away from your bike! 
 
Of course, it is possible to get hurt when riding one’s bike, as I proved a week later.  On my way to participate in the 
Miracle Ride for Riley Hospital in Indianapolis, I found myself lying in an intersection, pinned under my Moto Guzzi.  It 
was ~10:30 at night in a small town in Indiana, I was dogged tired.  My guess is that when I stopped at the intersection, I 
put my foot down in a slick spot, and it slid out from under me. 
 
The heck of it is that I did not manage to get under the bike until it fell the second time.  You are probably thinking that 
once is enough, and you are right.  Unfortunately, it was not enough for me that night.  When I struggled the bike back 
onto its tires the first time, I hit the starter.  I did not, however, take it out of gear!  Well, it lurched forward and then fell 
again – this time with me under it.  My leathers kept me from getting burned or cut badly; however, the impact was 
enough to aggravate an old wound resulting from a crash on my KHK Harley in 1968. 
 
Frankly, there is no moral to this story.  I just thought you might like to hear how a supposedly experience rider can still 
get tangled up when he is tired and circumstances conspire against him.  Yep, I like riding long miles and riding hard, but 
when I screw up, it just seems to hurt more than it used to.  I wish you better fortune in your ventures this year.  You do 
not need any mishaps of your own because I have already had enough for the rest of you! 

 

 

 

Thank you to everybody who participated at our Park and Display.  At one time, we had 61 vintage 

motorcycles in our area.  The crowd was enthusiastic and thankful to be able to walk among the bikes that 

inspired them all those years ago.  It seems that the weather cooperated nicely and it is our hope that the 

IMDA made some money this year.  It is imperative that we support the Mile so that we can continue to have 

a platform to display our machines. 

ABATE of IL State Party 

 

Friday, June 19 is the opening for the 3-day party at Menard County Fairgrounds in Petersburg, IL.  Bands will 

be performing on Friday and Saturday nights.  Food and drink will be available.  Must be 18 to attend and a 

current ABATE member.  $30 at the gate. 

 

Quaker Steak & Lube 

 

We have been invited by Quaker Steak and Lube to participate in the Bike Night festivities on Thursday, June 

26.  As usual, the VIR will set up a canopy and show our bikes.  Last week there were hundreds of people at 

the Thursday night bike night.  More information at the June monthly meeting.  Please continue to attend the 

monthly meetings at the Rt. 66 Hotel where were receive a complimentary meeting room.  By ordering food 

and drink, we give the motel an incentive to continue to let us meet there. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Tommy Knox is going to be riding to Wild Pickins Winery in Chesterfield, IL on Route 111 on Sunday, June 15.  

He will be leaving Springfield about 1:00 pm.  There is a 2-piece band, Rogers & Neinhaus, specializing in 

Beatles, Byrds, and CSNY playing from 2:00-4:00 pm.  If you want to tag along, call 529-2655. 

 

Ride to the Blues – Every Monday 7:00 pm join Tommy Knox for a ride to The Alamo downtown to listen to 

quality blues bands. 529-2655 

Advertisement 

 

Gooch Printing 140 Lenox a full service printer and a great asset to VIR Call 522 7575 for any copy or printing 

needs.  Jim also offers classes on gun safety and concealed carry. 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Vintage Iron Riders 

Route 66 Hotel and Conference Center 

May 21, 2014 

 

Socializing began at 7:00 and the meeting was called to order by President, George Tinkham at 7:15 pm.  Pledge was taken and cell 

phones were turned off.  Minutes approved from April meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Jeff White Memorial fund has 2,277.25 and the General fund as $2,561.40 for a total of $4,838.65 

 

REPORTS: 

Picnic:  The Club thanked Tommy and Tracy Knox and LeRoy Solomon and Bob Ramsey for making the picnic a success. 

 

EVENTS: 

-Springfield Mile:  Mark Morrison will set up on Sunday, 5/25/14.  There will be a cleanup on Saturday, 5/24/14 at 8:30 – 9:00.  

Volunteers were encouraged to come Saturday and Sunday. 

-Upcoming Events include the Geico Hot Bikes Tour in August and the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa Swap Meet, June 

28-29. 

-Quaker Steak and Lube:  Club expressed interest.  Preferred date is June 26.  Morrison to coordinate event. 

-John Langheim informed Club of Memorial Run on September 14.  Requested Club involvement the Saturday before at Capitol City 

Motor Sports (Sept. 13). 

-BMW Swap Meet in Winnebago County. 

-Mark Morrison’s Garage Night on June 12. 

 

PRODUCTS: 

John Anderson reported that products were available for sale. 

 

Website Tutorial:  Mark Morrison used overhead projector and screen to give a lesson on logging onto the VIR Website.  This was a 

very helpful lesson. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tommy Knox, Secretary 
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