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REGULAR MEETING: March 16, 2005, at 7:00 P.M. at Top Cat’s Chill & Grill. 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

Plans are in motion for a VIR Club family get-together from 10:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.  Saturday, May 14th.  We will have 
a pot-luck meal for members and their families.  Bob and Alvin Edwards are going to check out various locations that 
have pavilions.   Make plans now to attend and show off your rides, your restorations; bring parts you may have for sale.  
And above all, bring a covered dish!  Location will be announced later. 
 
ABATE is having an “Easter Basket Run to Hope School” on Saturday, March 26th.  Meet at Clearlake Hardee’s at 1:00 
P.M.  Make your own baskets or pick them up already made.  However, please make sure there is NO HARD CANDY 
in the basket.  For more info call Pam at 280-0664 or Cindy at 965-5116. 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

 

We are in the last few weeks of winter and riding season is approaching with the certainty and optimism of geese flying 
north and of the first brave crocuses sending their shoots into the warming late winter air.  With all this going on, you 
would think I must be eager for warm, long days to be here so that I can ride more often.  You might think that, but you 
would be wrong. 
  
Hey, I’m as eager to ride as anyone – it’s just that my motorcycles are not quite through with their winter rejuvenation.  I 
need a few more weeks of “indoor” weather to get parts back from the chrome shop and other specialists who are helping 
me keep these bikes presentable. 
  
Of course, there are varying opinions of is presentable.  As I worked on the Indian’s floor boards today, I noticed the 
fastening screws on the underside had been partially ground down.  The rail on the Indian’s saddle has an area that has 
also been ground flat.  To me, these scrapes are part of the bike’s history and character.  They tell a story somewhat like 
the scars that a rider accumulates over a lifetime of hard living.  One of my favorite cycle songs is Bobby Mountain’s Old 
Leathers which tells how the marks on a rider’s leathers are reminders of the guy’s “ride.” 
  
If my bikes are not exactly concours, it may be because I am too lazy or busy to do more work, OR it may just be that the 
motorcycles earned their distinguishing looks.  They say at 20 you have the face you were born with and at 50 you have 
the face you deserve.  Well, I don’t know if my bikes deserve their battle scars, but they definitely earned them.  And that 
is one of the reasons I still have my old motorcycles: holding on to them is like holding onto memories.  
  
This new riding/motorcycle show season promises to bring new adventures.  It is hard to imagine a better bunch with 
whom to share those experiences.  This is only the second full riding season for Vintage Iron Riders, and it promises to 
be memorable.  

 
 

 

“Vintage Visdom” 
 

When you think of “impossible,” most of that is “possible.” 

 
 

 

http://www.springvinmoto.com/
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MEMBER PROFILE 

This month’s Member Profile is from Al Lyons. 

Born: January, 1965    Residence: Springfield IL. (Why, I don’t know - maybe it’s the Springfield Mile!) 

Personal: Single, with a wonderful girlfriend, Patty. 

Profession: Recently laid off, after 11 years, from Mitsubishi Motor Manufacturing in Normal IL. Keeping my fingers crossed that 

the economy improves, car sales increase, and that Mitsubishi will call us all back to work, assembling Chrysler, Dodge, and 

Mitsubishi automobiles. Currently unemployed and looking, but certainly enjoying the sudden surplus of spare time! Working on my 

own projects, and attending numerous computer-related classes at Lincoln Land College. Considering taking welding classes at 

Midwest Tech soon???  Previous professions include aircraft upholstery at Garrett Aviation, automotive upholstery at Smitty’s, 

machine shop skills at Rightway Automotive , and SASCO. 

Motorcycles owned: 

1. 1912 Indian – Regrettably, sold it several years ago. It featured a single cylinder engine (rare), and Argon gas lighting! It was an 

un-restored dinosaur! You could drive it anywhere, and it always attracted a crowd. 

2. 1921 SUN - This bike is for sale.  Completely restored, looks great, titled, rare, English machinery! Needs a new home, as I could 
use the $$$$! 

3. 1958 Harley Hummer - Autographed by Willie G. Davidson and Dean Hummer.  Dean Hummer actively and successfully raced 

Harley side-cars and was a Harley Factory Dealer in Omaha Nebraska, back in the 50's and 60's. Sales of Cushman 

scooters were hurting his Harley 125 sales, so Dean would sell the 125's at absolutely no profit, just to prevent a prospective buyer 

from purchasing a Cushman.  Dean sold so many of the little Harley 125's that the Harley-Davidson company, decided to re-name the 

Harley 125, to the Harley "Hummer" in 1955!   Dean is now 77 years young, and doing quite well!  Just recently, I drove out to 

California to finally meet Dean in person, shake his hand, and have him autograph my bike. His stable was filled with numerous 
bikes, trophies, articles, parts, and memorabilia, from his glory days! I strongly agree with club member Oren Lowder’s thoughts on  

honoring former motorcycle racers. I’d like to suggest that Dean Hummer, and his side-car racing success, be included into this 

recognition. 

4. 1958 Harley Hummer - I am just putting the finishing touches on a complete restoration that has kept me busy over the past 

winter months. My first attempt at painting exceeded my expectations! Finally starting to take shape....should be breathing fire very 

soon! 

5.  1965 Harley Pacer (Hummer) FLATTRACKER - This one is set up as a flat track race bike! This machine has tore up the dirt, 

at Davenport, the Springfield Mile, Moline and more.  My greatest moment with this machine came in 2002 when it took an 

AHRMA 1st place checkered flag win on the Springfield Mile!  It’s interesting to note that there was only 1 entry in the Hummer 

class – me -.thus the 1st place finish! Davenport results: 2002-last place, 2003-8th place, 2004-5th place.  Look out 2005! 

6. 1960 Harley Super-10 (Hummer) Old restoration. Needs to be restored and is 90% complete.   

7. 1962 Harley Pacer (Hummer) Un-restored. Original, barn-fresh patina. 90% complete. 

8. 1997 Harley Fatboy- Nice, but not old! Goes a lot faster than a Hummer! 

9. 2003 Yamaha Raptor 4 wheeler-A lot of fun! 660cc's of raw muscle, 4 wheels for stabilation. Loves dirt, but spends a lot of its 

time in the air! Hang on, cause it will hurt you! 

10. Others bikes include a vintage Husquvarna, an Indian mini MM5A, BSA Bantam parts, and more. 

11. Last , but not least, is a one of a kind, custom made, Briggs & Stratton powered chopper!  I looked outside one day, and saw 2 old 
bicycles, that my neighbor had thrown away. I went over to inquire. He explained that the bicycles were there for the garbage 

collector, and if I wanted them, to take them.  With nothing more than a hacksaw, a welder, a 5 HP Briggs, and a few basic hand 

tools, I turned the 2 junk bicycles into 1 wild looking chopper!  It sits about 2” off the ground, has an obnoxiously long rake, geared 

real high for speed, and NO brakes! If you’re daring enough to hold the throttle open long enough, it really picks up some speed! It’s 

amazing at how much fun a guy can have with only 5 HP! Of course, while flying down the pavement at 2” above the ground on a 

frame constructed from old bicycles and welded by an amateur welder, and the fact that there are no brakes, you quickly find yourself 

re-thinking certain issues, such as helmet laws, body armor, life and health insurance,  and the rising costs of medical expenses! This 

one is neat to look at, but not a daily rider! Street legal it’s not! 

Why older bikes? I enjoy the simplicity of the older machines, especially the 2-strokers. It seems like most of the older bikes, all 

have one thing in common when it comes to engineering:  if it didn’t make the bike go faster, or slow the bike down quicker, it 

simply was not installed. I love that philosophy! It gives the old machines a real basic and uncluttered feel and appearance. 

Everything made sense! If it ain’t OLD, it ain’t SH!T. Maybe we could use this, for our club’s theme! Then again, maybe not! 

Other interests: Computer Web design (www.harleyhummer.com), old Fords (1932-1936), welding, machine shop skills, 
upholstery. 

Why Vintage Iron Riders: My evening work schedule prevented me from joining the Club until now. However, due to a massive 

lay-off at Mitsubishi, I am now able to participate with the Club!  I’ve really enjoyed the past 3 meetings, and am looking forward to 

many more Club events! Not sure if I will be able to participate on any of the future antique "runs," as my little Hummers have a top 

speed of maybe 40 MPH! I wouldn’t want to slow everybody else down. Maybe I could throw a headlight and license plate on my 

flat tracker, and keep up!!! I don’t know anything about the lay-out of your runs, but regardless, I’m looking forward to participating 

with the Club! 

REPORTS 
 

Dave Young is at home resting up for “roto-rooter” and stent surgery on March 16th.   He’s even been showing up at his 
shop now and then.   
 
Mike Irwin is asking that members send in photos of their bikes for future calendars.  Be sure to include the make, the 
year, and owner’s name. 

http://www.harleyhummer.com/


 
Bob Tapscott reports that the clothing items ordered at the last meeting should be finished by this next meeting, so bring 
your checkbook! 
 
The ABATE Beginning Riders Class (BRC) (three-day class) will be Friday April 22nd from 6-10 P.M., Saturday, April 
23rd, all day; and Sunday April 24th, all day.  The Experienced Riders Class (ERC) (one-day class) will be either June 4th 
for 6 hours OR June 5th for 6 hours.  To assure enrollment in either class contact Gene Beenenga, 6516 West Ave., New 
Berlin, IL 62670.  Cost is $20 for either class.  Classes are held at the IL Environmental Agency parking lot at the corner of 
9th & North Grand in Springfield. 
 

Fall Workshop 
 

We are planning to have a Fall Workshop on “Winterizing Your Bike.”  Please let George Tinkham know when 
you would prefer to have it – late October or early November.   

 
Note from Carol:  I REALLY need to get member profiles in advance of the newsletter.  It’s easy.  Just tell us about 
yourself and your bikes and interests.  If you don’t feel you can write it up, give me a call and I will be happy to write it 
up for you.  It makes putting the newsletter together so much easier – and they’re interesting.  E-mail 
waecje@insightbb.com or call me at (217) 529-1184 most evenings.   

 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Springfield (IL) Vintage Motorcycle Club 

Top Cat’s Chill & Grill 
February 16, 2005 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:15 P.M. by President George Tinkham.   Motion made by Walter Ade, seconded by Willie 
Bedolli, to approve the Minutes as published in the Vintage Iron.  Motion carried.   
 
Events Report:  Lew Fehring reported on the ABATE Swap Meet at the Prairie Capitol Convention Center this coming 
Sunday, February 20th.  At least three vintage bikes will be in our booth – Arial, Harley and Indian.  Anyone can exhibit 
their bike to have it judged for a fee.  We have a new sign with our logo on it.   
 
There is an ABATE meeting tomorrow night at which people can sign up for the Beginning or Advanced Riders’ 
Courses.  The regular schedule for these courses will come out at the end of this month.   
 
Lew read the article in the newsletter about having our own bike show that would include a family cook-out/pot-luck 
set for May 16th from 10-4.  He also asked if he could get a volunteer to coordinate a ride to the Springfield Mile on 
Memorial Day.  Shriners’ show was mentioned and more information will be available later.  The AMCA Swap Meet in 
Wasseon, OH, is in July.   
 
Lew has been asked about having speakers/short seminars at our monthly meetings.  Walter Ade suggested that if we 
do, we should put a notice in the State Journal-Register so it could attract new members. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Tapscott reported that prior to taking dues tonight there was $760.01 in the treasury.  He 
reported that 42 people have paid dues.  It was suggested that those who have not paid should be called on the phone. 
 
Old Business:  Lew mentioned that it might be possible to interest A.B.A.T.E. in joining us so that they could use office and meeting 

space at the museum facility. 
 
George T. reminded members to be thinking of a club motto.   
 
Mike Irwin asked if anyone had heard of “Ride Your Bike to Work Day” held the third Wednesday in July.  If you ride 
your bike to work and have your picture taken with your bike in front of your work place, send it in to AMCA, they will 
publish it.  He also reported on the calendar, which is almost ready to publish.  He intends to put in events of other clubs 
as well. 
 
Bob Tapscott reported on the clothing items.  He had hats and shirts for sale tonight and will be taking orders for those 
and other items after the meeting.  The more we order the better discount we can get.  Motion was made and seconded to 
reimburse Bob for his “up-front” money for the expenses he has incurred.  Motion carried.  Roy Sims made a motion and 
amended it to state that the club should charge an additional $2.00 on each logo item and, on odd amounts, round up to 
the next dollar.  Willie Bedolli seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
New Business:  Dave Young has been in St. Louis for consultation concerning surgery.  He is to recuperate more at home 
before undergoing surgery to remove two blood clots in his neck.  He is regaining feeling in his arm and leg and using a 
cane.   ike Bitschenauer had a stent put in his heart recently, but is back to work.   
 
We received an invitation to attend the next meeting of the Antique Motorcycle Club on Saturday, February 26th at the 
Mungenast Classic Motorcycle Shop/Museum in St. Louis. 
 
Walter Ade spoke on a free stainless steel bracelet supporting our troops available from www.virtualarmory.com if 
anyone is interested. 
 
Motion made by Mike Irwin, seconded by Lew Fehring, to adjourn.  Motion carried.   
 
          Carol J. Edwards, Secretary 

mailto:waecje@insightbb.com
http://www.virtualarmory.com/
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FOR SALE:          Wills – Trusts – Probate – Personal Injury 

1921 SUN. Completely restored, looks great, titled, rare,  

English machinery! It needs a new home, and I can      GEORGE W. TINKHAM 

use the $$$$!   Call Al Lyons at 416-9733.               Attorney-at-law 

      

1119 So. 6th     Springfield, IL 62703 

(217) 523-8300 


